
Student/Registration
Number Centre Number

2023 Public Examination

Karen
Continuers Level

Wednesday 18 October: 2 pm Australian Eastern Daylight Time

Reading Time: 10 minutes 
Working Time: 2 hours and 30 minutes

• You have 10 minutes to read all the papers and to familiarise yourself with the requirements 
of the questions. You must not write during this time.

• Monolingual and/or bilingual printed dictionaries may be consulted during the reading time 
and also during the examination.

Section 1: Listening and Responding (30 marks)

Instructions to Students

1. Allow approximately 40 minutes for Section 1.

2. Write all your answers to the questions in Section 1 in this booklet in black or blue pen. Space is 
provided for you to make notes.

3. You must answer ALL questions in Part A and Part B.

4. Answer Part A in ENGLISH and Part B in KAREN.

5. Write your student/registration number and the centre number (if required) on the front cover of this 
booklet.

6. All question booklets will be collected at the end of the examination.
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Part A (Questions 1–3) 
(15 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
•	 understand	general	and	specific	aspects	of	texts	by	identifying	and	analysing	information	and	

convey the information accurately and appropriately.

You will hear THREE texts. Each text will be played twice. There will be a short break between the first and 
second playings of each text. You may make notes at any time.

Listen carefully to each text and then answer the questions in ENGLISH.

Marks
Text 1
1. List three activities mentioned in the text from the 75th anniversary of 

the Karen National Day celebrations. 
3

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.



 3 PLEASE TURN OVER

Marks
Text 2
2. (a) According to the podcast, what issues do young people face today? 3

 (b) In the podcast, what three suggestions were made by the researchers 
to overcome these issues?

3

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.
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Marks
Text 3
3. (a) Outline the activities in the program mentioned by the local council 

in the speech. 
4

 (b) Identify two of the benefits for the environment that have been 
achieved by this program.

2

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.



 5 PLEASE TURN OVER

Part B (Questions 4–6) 
(15 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
•	 understand	general	and	specific	aspects	of	texts	by	identifying	and	analysing	information	and	

convey the information accurately and appropriately.

You will hear THREE texts. Each text will be played twice. There will be a short break between the first and 
second playings of each text. You may make notes at any time.

Listen carefully to each text and then answer the questions in KAREN.

Marks
Text 4
4. (a) According to Pu Pu Eh Kaw Lah, what are three reasons why young 

people are not as involved in the community as they used to be?

 zkzktJ.uD>vgpH;0J< rk>rqgweHRtHR w>*h>oXxH.vXo;p>wz.wy.Ckm

rRCkmw>vXySRw0Xtusg’fvXngtod;M.rh>rEkRvJ.I

3

 (b) According to the text, what are the two benefits of becoming involved 
with the broader community?

 ymzsgxD.w>vXtuJbsK;uJzSd.cHcg zJey.Ckmy.*D>’D;rRoud;w>vXySRw

0XtusgM.< ‘fw>uGJ;td.vXvHmtylR M.wuh>I

2

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.
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 Marks
Text 5
5. (a) What experience does Naw Eh Ku Paw have in working with the 

elderly? 
 eD>tJ.ck.zDtw>vJRcDzsdvXw>uG>xGJySRol.uho;yS>td.rEkRoh.wz.vJ.I

2

 (b) Outline the reasons why Naw Eh Ku Paw wants to work at the Aged 
Care Centre.

 uGJ;&J.vDRw>*h>w>usdRwz.vX b.rEkRtCdeD>tJ.ck.zDo;td.rRw>zJ 

w>uG>xGJySRo;yS>w>rRvD>tHRM.vJ.I

2

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.
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Marks
Text 6
6. Using information from the text, list the differences in seasons between 

Australia and Karen State. 
 uGJ;zsgxD.uD>tDp-whv,g’D;unDuD>rlcd.uvHRoD.*DRtw>vDRqDvdmto;

wz.’fttd.zsgvXvHmylRM.wuh>I

6

unDuD> tDp}whv,guD>

rluvHRoD.*DRuwD> 

td.ySJRrHRvJ.

oh.v.vDRvX 

rluvHRoD.*DRuwD>zJvJ.

w>plRtguwX>vX 

rluvHRoD.*DRuwD>zJvJ.

End of Section 1

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.
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Section 2: Reading and Responding (25 marks)

Instructions to Students

1. Allow approximately 1 hour and 10 minutes for Section 2.

2. Write all your answers to the questions in Section 2 in this booklet in black or blue pen.

3. You must answer ALL questions in Part A and Part B.

4. Answer Part A in ENGLISH and Part B in KAREN.

5. Write your student/registration number and the centre number (if required) on the front cover of this 
booklet.

6. All question booklets will be collected at the end of the examination.

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 2023
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Part A (Questions 7–8) 
(10 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
•	 understand	general	and	specific	aspects	of	texts	( for	example,	by	comparing,	contrasting,	

summarising and/or evaluating) and convey	the	information	appropriately.

7. Read the text and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

xlxl’D;rl0gvJRtD.oud;w>vXw>tD.us;’D;rRvdmtD.0Jw>tD.w*RwcG;’D;w>qXxHw*R

wcG; ’D;[h.vDR0JphvDRI w,Hmb.’D; ySR[JymvDRw>tD.’D;w>qXxHwbsDt0Joh.cH*RtD.

oud;w>’D;wJoud;w>vDRI xlxlpH;0J’.w>tD.wcgtHRtl’D;ChxDwpJ;tCd w0H.tgtgb.vDRI 

w>tD.tyORz;’d.ngb.q.w0H.tCdwuXuD.vdmo;’D;tyORb.I wl>b.0JvX ySRqgw>tD.

tHRtwuXuD.’D;tyORb.tCd to; wrHb.I

zJM.tcgrl0guG>vDR0Jw>tD.yORvHmzSDwJm’D;xH.0JvXySR[H;w>tD.tyORb.q. ySRw[H;b.

w>qXxHtyORb.I tCd tpH;0 JtD.w>rh>0 HRtuvJR[h.vDRuhR0Jw>qXxHtyORvDRI 

xlxlpH;0J< vJR[h.bl;vXRw*hRI w>tD.tyOR’d.oHb.q. w0H.wbJ< wuXuD.b.I 

y SRqgw>trl’gtd.vXub.qgw>tD.vXtuXuD.’D;tvk>tyORvDRI r l0gwcDp H ;0 J< 

ytdw>qXxH’D;yb.[h.tyORvDRI xlxlwcDpH;0JySRqgw>trlt’gvXtub.[H;w>yORvXtb.

vDRI rl0gpH;qX0JyrRur.w>ohud;*R’J;vDRI tCdywjuX;[H;w>cGJ;w>,m vXtw>ur.tHRtzD 

cd.b.I xlxlpH;qX0Jwrh>y[H;w>cGJ; w>,mb.I tw>ur.’D;tup>vDRI wrh>yw>ur.b.I 

rl0gpH;0Jtw>ur.b.q.woh.ng0JtCdrRur.0JvDRI tCdrh>0Jyrl’gvXyb.vJR[h.

uhRtyORvDRI

xlxlw*Rtw>tD.w0H.wbJtCdto;wrkmb.q. rl0gwJw>M.rh>0JwD0JtCdtw*H>vdm

’D;rl0gvXRb.I tD.w>0HR’D;vJR[h.vDR0Jw>qXxHyORtcgySRqgw>w*Rto;ck’D;pH;bsK;b. 

tokvXtrRw>wDwDvdRvdRtCdvDRI



 3 PLEASE TURN OVER

QUESTIONS
Marks

(a) What reasons did Htoo Htoo give for not paying for the drinks? 3

(b) What three reasons did Moo Wah give to support his argument that they should pay for the drinks? 3
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zHrk.vh.rh>ySRvXtJ.q.zduD>zdw*RvDRI t0Jtd.’D;n.urg’D;bk.vDRn.wz.vXt[H.ylRM.

vDRI n.urgtylR ymvDRCkm0J’D;vX>zdwz.weDR’D;oh.zdeD.zdwz.ph>uD;weDR’fn.zdwz.

[;vXtusg’D;td.clol.0Jt*D>vDRI n.zdweDRtD.ph>uD;eD.zdwz.vDRI 

zHrk.vh.tJ.tn.zdwz.’D;uG>xGJ0J*hRr;vDRI zHrk.vh.rh>csK;’D;qh.eDRuG>0Jtn.zdwz.

[;vdmuGJySD>xHrk.r; ’D;rh>w>wcgvXrRuok.uysDR’D;rRrkmto;’d.r;vDRI 

n.M.eb.qDwvJM>txHcHEGHwbsD’fod;xHuuqSD’D;tuH>tpDu*hR0J’fw>ymyeD.0Jtod;vXn.

wz.utd.rl0J*hR*hRt*D>M.vDRI n.zdwz.tHR eb.bk.vDRM>tq.ud;eHR’J;weHRwbsDrhwrh>cH

bsDpSRud;zdzJt}uX;vDRI erh>bk.vDRtq.tgwvX’D;tD.0JwvXRtCduJxD.uhRw>tbsJ.tpJR< 

vDRwXmto;vXxHusg’D;xHwuqSDb.vDRI

z Hr k.vh.uG>xG Jtn.’D;txHurgtHRxDbdb.q. wwl>b.0JvXvDRbS H ;vDRwDRb.I 

r hr h >wcDwl>b.0J uJxD.0 Jw>[l;w>* JRvXtw>td.ql.td.cVwcDvDRI tn.wz.

oh.ngt D R’ D ;z Jtr h >[ Ju G >tn.tcgtn.wz.[Jy S D >x Hq lttd.z s gvXt0 Jo h.

wz.ph>uD;to;ckvXxH.b.zHrk.vh.M.vDRI zHr k.vh.tJ.tn.wz.’d.r;’D;tn.

wz.ph>uD;oh.ngtDRtJ.tDRvDRI

8. Read the text and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.
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QUESTIONS
Marks

(a)	 What	did	Grandma	Mulay	do	to	care	for	her	fish?	 2

(b)	 What	two	benefits	does	Grandma	Mulay	receive	from	keeping	fish	in	an	aquarium?	 2
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Part B (Question 9) 
(15 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
•	 demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	stimulus	text
•	 write	text	appropriate	and	relevant	to	context,	purpose	and	audience
•	 structure	and	sequence	information	and	ideas
• manipulate language structures and vocabulary in Karen.

9. Read the text and then answer the question in approximately 150 words in KAREN on page 8.

wHRoud;vh0g{X<

,[JwkRqluD>tDp}whv,gtHRvX,td.wqHoXeH.tcg’D;zJM.tcg,wJtJ;uvH;usdm’D;uGJ;tJuvH;usdmwb.

eDwpJ;b.I tCd,*kmusJ;pXRrRvdtJuvH;usdmql.ql.vDRI ,vJRqluFdvXrk>CkeHR’D;rRvduJG;tJuvH;usdmvDRI  

,yORM.zdo.vHmz;vXtJuvH;usdm’D;,z;vdtDRvDRI ,&hwHRoud;’D;ySRvXuwdRuDRvR0gwz.’D;,qJ;vDR,

rHRvXySRwJvdtJuvH;usdmwDRylRph>uD;vDRI ,[H;M.w>rRvdtJuvH;usdmtyvH;uh&OvX,vDwJpdtylRph>uD;vDRI 

w>M.tCdtcJtHR,ohuwdRohz;’D;ohuGJ;tJ;uvH;usdm*hR*hRvDRI ’D;,o;ckvXw>M.tCdvDRI

w>vDRwlmvDRuRwcgwcDzJ,rRvdtJuvH;usdmtcgM.,w>bs;pJ’D;unDtySRw0Xtw>[l;w> *JRwtd.

tgtgb.I ,woh.ngunDzdvXtD}whv,gwz.tw>td.rl< tw>vJRcDzs dtgb.I ,td.vXuD>tD 

p}whv,g,Hm xD.’D;,w>vJRcDzs dvXunDuD>wz. [gr>xD.uG Hm0Ju,Du,DvDRI zJ,oud;wz.

oHuG>,R,xH,uD>,’lo0Dwz.tw>td.o;’D;,wJyF;t0Joh.wb.tgtgb.I tCd,ymvDR,o;vXCkoh.

ngtgxDuhR,xHuD>,’lo0Dt*h>cDzsdz;w>upD.wz.’D;’due.w>upD.vXuJGRvhvdRtylRvDRI ,uG>qJ;vRxD 

&DRw>upD.vXuGJR[lzsgylRph>uD;< rh>vXw>upD.w>*h>w>usdRwz.td.tgr;Ckm’D;unDxHvD>uD>ylRt*h>tusdR

wz.tCdvDRI zJw>*DRrlylRM.td.’D;tuJG;xD.cd0JvXunDusdmtCd,z;vd,o;’D;,e>yX>tDRvDRI ,rRvdM>

uhRunDuD>’D;unDw>qJ;w>vRoh.wz.tgr;vXusJ’fM.wz.vDRI ’D;,vJRvXvHm&d’X;’D;zJM.td.ph>uD;’D;u

nDvHmweDRvXy[H;z;’D;uhRpdmtDRM.vDRI

,eD>qH;cg,wrRvdb. unDudsmb.tCd,z;unDusdmph>uD;wb.tgtgb.I rh>oh’D;,tJ.’D;rRvduhRu 

nDusdmb.q.zJtDp}whv,gtHRM.,ub.vJRrRvdzJvJ.,woh.ngb.I ,qdrd.vX,rh>qJ;usd;’D;unDcd.

e>< unDw>u&Xu&dwz.’D;,uM>b.w>cJG;w>,mvXrRvdb.uhRunDusdm< w>qJ;w>vR’D;unDw>pH.

pdRwJpdRwz.M.vDRI

rh>eoh.ngySRw*R*RvXvD>u0DRunDySRw0XtusgvX,uqJ;usd;tDRph>uD;{gI

td.cd;uG>v>ew>pH;qXI

o;’l



 7 PLEASE TURN OVER

QUESTION

You are Laywah, and you re-read a letter that your friend, Thadu, wrote to you 10 years ago. Write a letter to 
Thadu about how his experiences helped you to change your life.

erHRrh>vh0gvDRI ez;uhRvHmy&XvXeoud;o;’luG J;td.oud;eRvXtylRuGHmteH.wqHtcgM.vDRI uG J;td.

oud;ewHRoud;o;’l’D;wJb.tDRvXtw>vJRcDzsdwz.uJbsK;uJzSd.’D;’k;qDwvJxD.ew>td.rl’fvJ.M.wuh>I

You may make notes in this space. These notes will NOT be assessed.
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Do	not	remove	this	page	from	the	question	booklet.

Student/Registration
Number

Karen
Continuers Level

Centre Number

Question 9



 9

End of Section 2



BLANK PAGE



Student/Registration
Number Centre Number
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Section 3: Writing in Karen (20 marks)

Instructions to Students

1. Allow approximately 40 minutes for Section 3.

2. Write your answer to a question from Section 3 in this booklet in black or blue pen. Space is provided 
for you to make notes.

3. You must answer ONE question in KAREN.

4. Write your student/registration number and the centre number (if required) on the front cover of this 
booklet.

5. All question booklets will be collected at the end of the examination.

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 2023
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Section 3 (Questions 10–11) 
(20 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
• demonstrate depth of treatment of information, ideas and/or opinions
• write text appropriate and relevant to context, purpose and audience
• structure and sequence information and ideas
• manipulate language structures and vocabulary in Karen.

Answer ONE question from this section in approximately 250 words in KAREN.

Source: Grant Rooney Premium Black and White/Alamy Stock Photo

10. You took this photograph when you visited a market on a recent trip overseas. Write a review for your blog 
about this day.

 e’dw>*DRwbh.tHRzJevJR[;vXzFg zJevJRvXuD>csX zJw,Hm’H;b.tcgM.vDRI uG>u’gew>*DRwbh.tHR’D;   

uGJ;uhRew>vJRcDzsdvXrk>eHRzJevJR[;vXw>vD>zJM.tcgM.wuh>I

11.	 You	are	concerned	about	the	influence	of	technology	on	society.	Write	an	article	evaluating	the	advantages	
and disadvantages for a local newspaper.

 eb.,dmw>b.xGJ’D;pdRchcgpJ;zDu[.tw>vJRxD.vJRxD’D;tw>’d.pdvXySRw0XtylRvXrk>rqgweHRngtHRM.vDRI 

orHord;’d;uGJ;vHmwcgvXvD>u0DRw>upD.t*D>b.xJG’D;tw>*H>ql.’D;tw>*H>p>wz.wuh>I
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You may make notes in this space. These notes will NOT be assessed.
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Question Number:
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End of Section 3
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