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2016 VCE Maltese written examination 
report 

General comments 
In 2016, many students demonstrated sound knowledge of the written Maltese language by 
following the question requirements and answering correctly. A few students did not understand 
the questions or analyse the information as required. Basic grammar rules such as agreement 
between pronouns, verbs and adjectives were ignored by many students. Some struggled to 
expand on their ideas and failed to extend their pieces of writing to the required number of words. 
These students’ answers to Question 9 in Section 2 and Question 10 or 11 in Section 3 were too 
concise and did not indicate that the student was able to manipulate vocabulary and language 
structures well or demonstrate depth in their ideas and opinions. High-scoring students presented 
sound arguments in their writing and used more complex phrases/sentences to refine their writing 
such as ‘ghandu rabta ma din l-iskola’ and ‘ghada nghidlek x’gara gurnal...s’ghada mela’. 

Specific information 
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless 
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and Responding 
Most students answered the questions correctly in this section. 

Part A – Answer in English 
Text 1 
Question 1 

To qualify for the advertised position, a young Maltese Australian must have: 

• completed secondary education 
• studied Physics. 

Text 2 
Question 2a. 

Evidence that suggests that Joe is not a broad-minded person included: 

• he assumed that the computer belonged to Mary’s children 
• he implied that Mary should have been babysitting (her grandchildren) 
• he thought that Mary was too old to attend classes 
• he assumes that Mary does not know how to use a computer.  

  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/aboutus/policies/policy-copyright.aspx


2016 VCE Maltese written examination report 

© VCAA  Page 2 

 

Question 2b. 

Mary: 

• had bought the computer herself with the money she earned in a part-time job 
• believed that learning should go on and that age is not a problem. (At evening classes there 

was a man who was 80 years old.) 
• was proud that she knew how to write an email, open an attachment and find an internet 

recipe for a lovely cake 
• suggested that Joe still lives in the past (or should join the modern world) 
• noted that her independence was important to her 
• replied that she was not offended. 

Text 3 
Question 3a. 

The principal’s idea was to have his students obtain new experiences outside the classroom and 
he put this idea forward because many of the students live in flats/apartments and do not have a 
garden, not even a flowerpot at home. 

Question 3b. 

Tina Pace thinks this initiative is a success because: 

• they are learning the names of many plants 
• they are never absent on a Thursday – the students are very enthusiastic 
• they have overcome the fear of putting their hands in the soil for fear of being bitten by a worm 
• some students even come to their plot on the weekend, either to water their plants or to show 

their parents how much they know about gardening 
• students know how to look after seeds/garden education 
• parents’ opinion has been changed. 

Part B – Answer in Maltese 
In this section students provided clear and detailed responses that demonstrated thorough 
understanding of the texts.  

Text 4 
Question 4 

Evidence in the text to show that Maltese people are opera lovers included: 

• there was not an empty seat (in the theatre) for the performance of the opera Aida  
• even schoolchildren attended the matinee 
• the applause/curtain calls went on for an hour after the performance 
• there is an opera season, not just an event 
• the attendees often know the lyrics of the opera. 

Text 5 
Question 5 

The itinerary for Imdina includes: 

• visit St Paul’s Cathedral and its museum 
• walk around the quiet narrow streets. See and take a picture of a karozzin 
• admire the palaces (belonging to the nobles and the aristocracy) 
• have lunch at the panoramic café on the bastions and order a Kinnie and some pastizzi 
• look at the Maltese countryside from the highest vantage point on the island 
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• buy a souvenir of lacework or glassware all made locally (or items with the Maltese cross on 
them) 

Text 6 
Question 6a. 

The award-winning robot: 

• is simpler to use 
• is more reliable and does not break down 
• can go up and down stairs by itself. (This is important for those who live on more than one 

level) 
• is cheaper 
• is lighter. 

Question 6b. 

The professor is a very positive and generous person because: 

• he says, ‘We create other work’ – he believes that robots will not cause job losses (as the 
interviewer implies) because other forms of employment will be created (through technology). 

• he is using the prize money to employ three more people in his department. 
• he states that the award is a team effort. 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding 
Part A – Answer in English 
In this section students needed to understand the aspects of the text by comparing, contrasting, 
evaluating and conveying the information appropriately. 

Text 7 

Most students did not incorporate a comment about the language that the advertisement used to 
highlight the attractions as well as the contrasting activities offered at the Razzett Gawdi. In order 
to be awarded full marks, students needed to provide answers that included points about both the 
content as well as the way the language was used in the advertisement. 

Question 7 

The advertisement of the Razzett Gawdi would appeal to a person who: 

• likes a quiet time (rest and tranquility) 
• likes energetic activities 
• likes Maltese food, especially rabbit stew and spaghetti with octopus sauce 
• is interested in history and architecture and would like to visit the Citadella, Neolithic temples 

and the church (of Ta’ Pinu) 
• appreciates country/beach location 
• appreciates living in an authentic farmhouse with modern amenities. 

The language of the advertisement was used in the following ways: 

• The language used is very positive and everything is made to sound attractive and interesting. 
• The language of the advertisement emphasizes that there are many different things to do by 

contrasting activities, so people can be quiet or they can be energetic; contrasting foods are 
listed: they can choose rabbit stew or spaghetti with octopus sauce. 

• The language makes people feel that they will have contact with Maltese life – the language 
uses repetition: the advertisement emphasizes old Maltese buildings and typical Maltese food. 
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Text 8 
Question 8a. 

Kate considers her visits to the citadel and the Neolithic temples to be a waste of money because: 

• the guide had a bad cold and Kate could not understand a word 
• information is given in a free leaflet with the entry fee, so there is no need for a guide. 

Question 8b. 

The aspects of her stay that Kate could complain about to the owners of the farm house included: 

• the breakfast was minimal 
• the meals were almost always cold (and had to be returned) 
• the swimming pool was full of leaves and contained too much chlorine 
• the (promised) rabbit stew was taken off the menu without notice 
• the farmhouse had lost its character with the modernisation of the building. 

Part B – Answer in Maltese 
Question 9 

Students were requited to write a blog in Maltese to tell everyone how the Friends of Salina 
managed to clean and restore the salina, and invite the public to the opening. The different pieces 
of writing showed various degrees of depth in the knowledge of vocabulary, language structures, 
organisation of information and sequence of ideas. 

Section 3 – Writing in Maltese 
Question 10 

This question was the most popular in this section. Students were required to think of a skill that 
they had mastered after dedicating a great deal of time and effort to practising it. They needed to 
reflect on this experience in a journal entry. 

Question 11 

Students needed to write the text of a speech, informing the parents of the school community 
about a large sum of money that had been donated to the school and how this sum of money was 
going towards a new sports facility. The students needed to emphasise the benefits that would be 
enjoyed by the whole school community. 

Question 12 

Students needed to write an imaginative piece of writing as an entry for the school’s writing 
competition. This writing style required a sense of plot, character development, sequential events 
and a resolution that brought the story to a close. 
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