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2021 VCE Sinhala written external 
assessment report 

General comments 
Most students performed to a very good standard in Section 1 and Section 2. In Section 2, where students 

were required to write an informal letter, there were a few excellent responses describing the fun and 

experiences gained by taking part in the activities. However, some students did not elaborate much on the 

experience gained and briefly mentioned their participation in different activities and what they saw 

happening at the places they wrote about. In Section 3, students had a very good idea about the kind of 

writing required and most writing was of a very high standard. 

Specific information 
Note: This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless 

otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.  

Section 1: Listening and responding 

Part A – Answer in English 

Question 1 

An example of a correct response is: 

• It is free of poisonous chemicals / prevents dyes from getting washed away from coloured clothes, 

therefore no chemical gets into wastewater. 

• Both white and coloured clothes can be washed together, so less water is used. 

Most responses identified the two characteristics and how that makes the detergent environmentally friendly. 

In a few responses, only the characteristics were given.   

Question 2 

An example of a correct response is: 

• Mind receives satisfaction/happiness. 

• Sport counterbalances the tiredness students feel after studying. 

• It builds up a strong and balanced mind to accept both winning and defeat. 

• It boosts self-esteem / confidence / feeling better about oneself 

• Makes connections with teammates / improves social interactions / students help and encourage each 

other. 

Most responses identified at least four of the required five points. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx


2021 VCE Sinhala written external assessment report 

© VCAA  Page 2 

 

Question 3a. 

An example of a correct response is: 

• To check whether the university provides the innovative technologies for the course chosen. 

• To find out whether the university helps the students to find work placement.  

Most responses identified both points correctly.  

Question 3b. 

An example of a correct response is: 

• To make the initial deposit and pay the balance by instalments. 

• To do a part-time job after arriving and pay off the balance. 

• To stay with the uncle while studying at the university, to save on accommodation costs. 

In some responses the two dot points were combined and stated as one. Students were not penalised for 

this. 

Question 3c. 

An example of a correct response is: Some students who come to study do not graduate / go astray and all 

the money spent is wasted.  

Many responses explained the idiom instead of relating it to the context of the conversation. 

Part B – Answer in Sinhala 

Question 4 

An example of a correct response is: 

• fyd`og .dhkd l< yels wh lsysm fofkla" kdgHfha .dhkd lKavdhug mqyqKq lrùu i`oyd wjYH nj 

oekaùug' 

• fyd`og isxy, l;d l< yels wjqreÿ  12 g my< <uqka lsysm fofkl=g kdgHhg iïnkaO lr .ekSu i`oyd 

wdrdOkd lsÍug' 

• iïudk ,o kdgHh;a iu`. kdgH lKavdhula meñfKk nj oeKqïoSug' 

• weu;sï i`oyd wjYH ÿrl:k wxlh oeKqï oSug' 

• kdgHfha f;audj$l;dj ms<sn`oj ye`oskaùula lr th keröu i`oyd fmd<Uùug' 

− to announce that a few local singers are required for training for the choir 

− to invite children under 12 years who can speak Sinhala fluently to take part in the play 

− to announce the arrival of the drama group with their award-winning play 

− to give contact details 

− to encourage people to see the play by providing the theme of the play to create an interest. 

Many responses did not identify all five points, especially the last two.   

Question 5 

An example of a correct response is: 

• id,shf.a Wmka osk W;aijh Tyqf.a ksji <`. we;s <ud ksjdihl mejejQjd' 

• id,sh Tyqf.a hy¿jka iu`. ix.S; NdKav f.k .syska jdokhlr" <uqkaj úfkdaohg m;a l<d'   

• tosk <uqkag flala iy whsia l%Sï f.keú;a ÿkakd' 

• miq oskg úfYaI wdydr fõ,la i`oyd uqo,a ,nd ÿkakd' 
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− Saliya celebrated his birthday at an orphanage close to his house. 

− Saliya and his friends brought musical instruments and played music to entertain the children. 

− Saliya organised cakes and ice cream for the children. 

− Saliya donated money for a special meal for the next day. 

A comparison of this year’s celebrations with the previous year’s was not required in the response, however, 

students were not penalised if they included this in their response. Most responses identified the four points 

correctly. 

Question 6a. 

An example of a correct response is: 

• wkd.;fha kej; m%fhdackhg .ekSug ;nd.; yelsjk j;=r ner, fnod oS' ma,diaála fnda;,a úislr oeófuka 

mßirhg isÿjk ydksh j<lajd .ekSu' 

• j;=r njqir ixúOdkh lroSfuka fjk;a m%foaYj, isák whg" lrorhg m;aj isák whg Wojq lsÍug 

wjia:djla ,ndoSu' 

• wjYHjk wjia:dj,oS njqir u`.ska ner,j,g j;=r mqrjdoSfuka úhou wvqlr .; yelshs' 

• ;dCIKh fhdod .ekSfuka fmd<fõj;=r r`ojd" mfiys f;;ukh fyd`oska mj;ajd" Tjqkaf.a f.dú;eka lrf.k 

hEug ie,eiaùu' 

− Distributing water in barrels that can be kept for future use prevents damage that can happen to the 

environment by throwing away the plastic bottles. 

− Organising the water bowsers from other areas gives an opportunity for people to help others in 

difficult times.  

− Filling up the barrels with water from bowsers when required will be less expensive. 

− Using technology to retain water in the ground and enrich the soil saturation to assist people to do 

their farming.  

The responses needed to mention both the president’s idea and the benefit of each item, not just one or the 

other. Most responses were given in full sentences.  

Question 6b. 

An example of a correct response is: 

• fuu jev ms<sfj,a i`oyd wdrïNl úhou b;d by< nj okajd" 

• iNdm;s;=ud fuu úhoï mshjd .ekSug ck;djf.ka uqo,a wdOdr n,dfmdfrd;a;=  fõ' 

− Inform the community that initial costs of the projects are very high. 

− The president expects the financial help from the community to cover up the cost. 

Most responses stated the second point; only a few responses included the first.  
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Section 2: Reading and responding 
In this section, responses were assessed on how well the students: 

• understood general and specific aspects of the text by identifying and analysing the information and 

conveying the information accurately and appropriately 

• used full sentences to answer the questions. 

Part A 

Question 7 

An example of a correct response is: 

• For the Sinhala elderly community – organised get-togethers and took them on trips for their enjoyment. 

• For the Sinhala younger generation – organised Sinhala classes and handed over to a language school. 

Now they have the opportunity to do Sinhala both at primary and secondary levels. 

• For the entertainment of the Sinhala community – invited drama groups and singing groups from Sri 

Lanka to Australia. 

• For the Sinhala community to value events in Australia and to create a bond – got people to participate 

in Australia Day and Clean Up Day through the association. 

Many responses identified three dot points but only a few responses included all four points. 

Question 8a. 

Here is an example of a correct response. 

Practices in the past Practices in the present 

Earlier they used the rice plants as fertilisers 

after removing the grains. 

Now they use chemical fertilisers. 

Earlier they used Madu flowers planted 

around the farm so that its smell kept the flies 

away from that area.  

Now they use insecticides to kill the insects. 

In most responses the table was correctly filled. There were only a few responses where the two columns did 

not match or were incomplete. 

Question 8b. 

An example of a correct response is:  

• Farmers had to spend more money purchasing fertilisers from the companies / had an additional 

expenditure.  

• Drinking the water that had been contaminated with chemicals in the fertilisers affected the farmers’ 

health. 

In some responses the first point was not included but all responses included the second point. 
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Part B 

Question 9 

Students were required to write a letter to a friend in Sri Lanka about their experience of four activities at the 

Sri Lankan Cultural Art Show advertised in the leaflet. Possible descriptions include: 

• fnrjdokh lSÍfuka iy kegqïj,g iyNd.S ùfuka ,enq w;aoelSï úia;r lsÍu iy kegqï kerôfuka" 

fnrjdokhg ijka oSfuka ,enqKq i;=g i`oyka lsÍu' 

• rcjrekaf.a" ìfidajrekaf.a rdclSh we`ÿï iy biair ld,fha ck;dj weos qwe`ÿï oelS fuka we;sjQ ye`.Sï iy 

tAjdfhka ieriS PdhdrEmj,g uqyqKoSfuka  ,enKq w;aoelSï úia;r lsÍu'  

• ueá NdKav iEoSu id mdg lsÍu n,d isàfuka bf.k.;a lreKq i`oyka lsÍu' tysoS ;uka úiska ueá j,ska 

NdKavhla iEoSfuka ,enq w;aoelSïo úia;r lsÍu'  

• w¨;a wjqreÿ iy újdy ux,Hj,oS is`ÿlrk ms<sfj;a w.h lsÍu iy tA wjia:d oelSfuka bf.k .;a lreKq 

i`oyka lsÍu' tu wjia:dj,g iyNd.S ùfuka ,enqKq w;aoelSï úia;r lsÍu'  

• › ,xldfõ rileú,s iEoSu n,d isàfuka ,enqKq i;=g iy tAjd iEoSug iyNd.S ùfuka ,enq w;aoelSï úia;r 

lsÍu' 

− the experience gained by participating in dancing and drumming and expressing the joy of 

watching dances and listening to drumming 

− the feelings of seeing the royal clothes worn by kings and queens and the clothes worn by people 

in the past, and the experience gained by the opportunity to wear them and pose for photographs 

− the knowledge gained by watching pottery and painting demonstrations 

− the experience gained by making something out of clay 

− appreciation of the cultural events and the customs of the new year and weddings, and the 

experience of participating in these events 

− the joy of watching and making Sri Lankan sweets and the experience gained. 

In all responses, the format of an informal letter was evident and appropriate language was used. Students 

indicated the events they participated in, and there were some excellent responses about the experiences 

gained and what they learned from the events. However, in a few responses not much information was given 

about the experiences gained by participating in the events.  

Section 3: Writing in Sinhala 

Question 10 

Students were required to write a script for a speech to persuade an audience of young people to manage 

their time more effectively. Students could have included the following points: 

• .;ù hk ld,h kej; fkd,efnk nj' 

• ;reK ld,fha .kakd mshjrj,a ;u wkd.;h ie<iqï lrk nj' 

• ld,h wksis f,i .;lsÍfuka isÿúh yels lror fmkajd oSu' 

• ld,h l<ukdlr .;hq;= l%u lsysmhla fhdackd lsÍu' Wod( wOHdmk mdGud,djla yeoEÍu fyda /lshd 

mqyqKqjla ,nd .ekSu jeks wruqKla we;sj jev lsÍu" idudÔh jev lghq;=j, fhoSu' 

− Time past will never return. 

− Steps taken as a youth will determine your future. 

− Problems that one may have to face due to spending the time inappropriately. 

− Some suggestions as to how time should be managed (e.g. to work with an aim such as doing a 

course or getting work experience, getting involved in social/community work). 
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Some students wrote the speech in the correct format, addressing the audience and with an appropriate 

ending. The persuasive language was evident in the responses, with some suggestions as to how time 

should be managed as a young person to have a successful future.  

Question 11 

This was an evaluative article for the school magazine indicating the advantages and disadvantages of face-

to-face education and online education. Students could have included the following points: 

• uqyqKg uqyqK ,d lrk wOHdmkfha oS".eg¿ we;s jQ úg tA ms<sn`oj .=rejreka iu`. l;d lsÍug myiq ùu' 

• mqjrefjka jpk ksjerosj igyka lsÍu myiq ùu' 

• hy¿jkaf.ka Wojq ,nd.kak yels ùu' 

• ld,h whf;a hEu jeä nj' 

• wkjYH wh weiqrg wjia:d we;s úh yels nj' 

• ud¾. wOHdmkfhka .ukd .ukhg hk ld,h b;sßùu 

• w;miq jQ mdvï kej; n,d .ekSug yelsùu' 

• úIh ndysr jevj,g wjia:djla fkd ,eîhEu' 

• mß>klh foi n,d isàfuka weiaj,g wmyiq;djhla we;s úh yels nj' 

• wOHmk lghq;=j,g wjOdkh wvqùug bv we;s nj'  

− In face-to-face education, it is easy to communicate with the teachers when help is needed. 

− Easy to copy words correctly from the board. 

− Can receive help from friend. 

− More time is wasted. 

− More chances of getting into unnecessary association. 

− Online education saves time on transport. 

− Can refer to the lessons missed. 

− Miss the opportunity to get involved in extracurricular activities. 

− Adverse effect on eyes due to looking at the computer for a long time. 

− Concentration on education activities may be reduced. 

Most students chose this text for their writing, and created an appropriate topic and a name for the writer. In 

many responses, students provided good examples of advantages and disadvantages for both types of 

education.  

Question 12 

This text was a short story about a visit of an alien with the topic ‘Strange things can happen’ for an audience 

of young children reading the newspaper. The story needed to be suitable for children and the writer could 

select the context of the story. 

• úys¿ iy.; fyda ;rula ìh ckl l;djla úh yel' jHdlrK iys;j fyda ke;sj l;djl iajrEmfhka ,súh 

hq;=hs' 

− The story can be amusing or bit scary but suitable for children. The structure and the format of a 

story should be preserved. 

Not many students selected this text. A story should be made interesting by indicating some incidents that 

happened and the problems faced with regard to communication with the alien. 
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