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2022 VCE Sinhala written external 
assessment report 

Specific information 

Section 1: Listening and responding 

Part A – Respond in English  

The students performed well in this part of Section 1. They were able to identify the relevant information to 

answer the questions. 

Text 1 

Question 1 

Relevant answers included: 

• flowers and lamps for people who engage in spiritual practices 

• traditional meal at villages for foreigners and locals 

• air balloon flying for those who like adventure. 

Most students achieved at least two marks out of three. Some students mentioned the guest lecturers for the 

students, but the question asked for other things apart from guest lectures provided by the company, so this 

response could not be awarded a mark.  

Text 2 

Question 2a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• why allocate a special day? / no special day is needed 

• every day should be a Mother’s Day (as mothers bring us up with loving care).  

Most students included both points to explain Ravi’s cousin’s attitude towards Mother’s Day. Only a few 

responses did not include the first point. 

Question 2b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• He visits his parents once a month / every last weekend of the month. 

• He keeps them with him and his family during the school holidays. 

• He provides all her requirements. 

• He buys her medications when he comes to visit them. 

• He completed his education / is doing a great service to the country according to his parents’ 

expectations. 
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Many students identified four reasons to explain why Ravi is considered a good son, but most responses 

included only three correct points. 

Text 3 

Question 3a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• She has to cancel her trip to Sri Lanka due to the unpredictable weather or heavy rain. 

• She is thinking of changing the destination for her holiday. 

Postponing the trip to Sri Lanka was not accepted as a correct answer. Most students identified the two 

points correctly.  

Question 3b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• Saman 

− less nutritious yields 

− loss of fertile land. 

• Ruwanthi 

− residents don’t know what to wear 

− more weeds and pests. 

Most students identified three points correctly and some had all four points correctly identified. 

Part B – Respond in Sinhala 

Students performed less well in this part of Section 1. It was evident that they had not clearly identified some 

information and there were many spelling mistakes.  

Text 4 

Question 4 

Relevant answers included: 

• õsu¾Ykh i|yd Tn  õiska fyda iduQyslj lrk ,om%ldYk follaa WmfoaYl uKav,hg ,nd oSuu.skaa (giving 

at least two publications authored or co-authored) 

• TiafÜ%,shdj ;=<  isák wod, lafIa;%fha  m%ùKfhl=f.a iyh   ,nd   .ekSu  u.ska (obtaining the support of 

an expert in the relevant field in Australia) 

• ;ukaf.a lafIa;%h  ;=< TiafÜ%%%,shdfõoS  jev lsrSug yels     njg idlaIs bosßm;a  lsrSu u.ska (presenting 

evidence that they will be able to work in their field in Australia) 

• wod, lafIa;%fha lemS fmfkk ixúOdkj,  idudcslfhl= ùu    u.ska (being a member of prominent 

organisations in the relevant field) 

Most students had only three correct answers and only a few had all four points correctly identified. 
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Text 5 

Question 5 

Relevant answers included: 

• t< bUqq,a - fmd;= iy u,a j, idrh oshrhla iu. ñY% lr² le<e,a iqj lsrSug (Silk cotton: extract of bark 

and flower, mixed with solvent, treats scars) 

• kd -  u,a² ng¾ iy iSks iu.   ;,mhla fuka idod lDóka úsosk ,o ia:dk j,  wdf,am  lsÍu (Ceylon Iron 

wood: paste of flowers and butter with sugar is applied to insect stings) 

• lkal=ïn,d  -  u,a  l=vq  lr fõokd j,g iy ;=jd, j,g m%;sldr lsrSug fhdod .ekSu (Milkweed: powdered 

flowers are used to treat sores and wounds) 

• ußf;dkaä  - u,a j, idrh²  iSÍï j,g   m%;sl¾uhla f,i fhdod .ekSu (Henna: infusion of flowers is a 

good application to bruises) 

• uqvquyk  -  u,a ;,mh leis,s iqj lsÍug fhdod .ekSu (Globe flower: flower paste used to treat skin 

itching) 

The answers should include the name of the plant and how the flowers are used to treat a particular skin 

disease. In most responses, the names of the plants were not spelt correctly, but marks were not deducted 

for incorrect spelling. Most students managed to achieve three marks. 

Text 6 

Question 6 

Relevant answers included: 

• ;Ügq ksjdi k.rfha bosjk ksid jeä fofkl=g jev lrk ia:dk j,g lsÜgq neúka jdyk mdúÉÑh wvqhs'  th 

mßirhg ys;lrhs$th mßir oQIKh wvq lrhs' (The flats are built in cities and for many people they could 

be close to their workplaces and therefore fewer vehicles will be used for transport, which is good for 

the environment / less pollution.) 

• ;ks ksjdi j,g jvd by<g bosjk ;Ügq ksjdi j,g  jeä bvla wjYH fkdjk ksid le,E t<slsÍu is̀ÿ fkdjk 

neúka i;=kaf.a jdiia:dk wysñ ùu wvq fõ' (High-rise buildings don’t need much space, compared to 

individual houses, which results in less habitat loss for animals.) 

• ;Ügq ksjdij," ksjdi lsysmhla tl jy,la hg ;sfnk ksid tl;=jk jeis c,h bj;a lsÍu i|yd tla j;=r 

nghla muKla fhdod .kS³  ta ksid mi  fiaoS hdu wvq fõ' (Flats in one building are under one roof, so one 

downpipe is used to dispose of the rainwater, thus less soil erosion will happen.) 

Two marks were awarded for each point for explaining why and how flats are more environmentally friendly 

than individual large houses. Most students achieved four marks, while only a few achieved the full six 

marks.  
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Section 2: Reading and responding 
Most students performed well in this section. There were few instances where the students have not 

identified the information needed to complete the answer.  

Part A – Respond in English 

Text 7 

Question 7 

Relevant answers included: 

• It is home to 60% endemic flora. 

• It is home to 50% endemic fauna. 

• It is the last remnant of a relatively undisturbed tropical humid evergreen forest in Sri Lanka for the 

study of the processes of biological evolution. 

• Sinharaja is the catchment of Sri Lanka’s main rivers such as Nilwala and Gin. 

• It is an outstanding site located in the transitional zone of geological importance / two important rock 

types. 

• There is a threat of intensive land use due to illegal logging and gem mining. 

• We need it for our own existence. 

In almost all responses the last two points were not mentioned. From the other five points, students were 

able to identify three to five points.  

Text 8 

Question 8a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• It was a time when technology was not very developed. 

• The lack of steel caused by World War I nearly stopped construction of the bridge. 

• It was difficult connecting the railway line over two mountain peaks. 

Most students identified only one or two correct answers and only a very few identified all three points. 

Question 8b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• He used local raw materials to construct a very strong plaster to use for the construction. 

• He was able to finish the construction within a year and at a lower cost, when the project was initially 

thought to take several years to finish. 

• The railway line was constructed through 42 tunnels. 

Only a few students achieved full marks. In most responses, the first point was elaborated on in detail. 
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Part B – Respond in Sinhala 

Text 9 

Question 9 

Text type: formal email 

Kind of writing: persuasive 

Audience: selection committee of the camp 

Suggested points students may have included in their response: 

• ;ukaf.a olaI;djhkag .e<fmk ls%hdldrlï ;sîSu (There are activities compatible with my talents) 

• w¨;a foa bf.kSug we;s  leue;a; (The passion to learn new things) 

• ;u ks¾udK m%o¾YKh lsÍug wjia:djla  ,nd .ekSug (Get an opportunity to exhibit my creations) 

• lKavdhï jYfhka jev   lsrSug  we;s  leue;a; (The interest to work as a team) 

• ;ukaf.a olaI;d we.hSug ,lalr .ekSug wjia:djla ,eîu (Get an opportunity to have their talents 

appreciated by the others). 

Main characteristics of an email: 

• recipient’s email address 

• subject line 

• date; salutation; content; sign-off 

• register; style; layout 

• language should be persuasive and provide evidence. 

In most responses, the main characteristics of an email were applied, and students indicated their interests 

in the event. Persuasive language to explain the preference for their selection was not very evident in most 

responses. Students need to improve their use of appropriate vocabulary and effective language techniques 

for persuasive writing. A few students achieved above the average level. 

Section 3: Writing in Sinhala 

Text 10 

Text type: article 

Kind of writing: evaluative 

Audience: school students 

Suggested points students may have included in their response:  

jdis (for): 

• oreKq jev lsÍug ;uka   fkdfm<öu (Will not persuade to do brutal work) 

• iajhx úkhla we;sùu (Gain self-discipline) 

• .eg,q ksrdlrdKh lr  .ekSug Yla;sh  ,eîu (Get strength to solve problems) 

about:blank


2022 VCE Sinhala written external assessment report 

© VCAA  Page 6 

 

wjdis (against): 

• wka whf.a ysßyer j,g ks;r uqyqK mEu (Often face others’ harassment) 

• wka wh ;uka  fudavfhla hehs is;Su$iuÉp,hg  ,luau (Others will think of me as a fool / others take me 

as a joke) 

• ;ukag  ,eîug we;s   wjia:d ke;s  ù hdu (Losing the opportunities that I was supposed to have) 

Main characteristics of an article: 

• title 

• content (evaluative) 

• author  

• register; style; layout. 

Only a few students opted to write this text, but responses were of a high level. The main characteristics of 

an article were evident in the responses and students provided an effective and appropriate evaluation of the 

topic. 

Text 11 

Text type: diary entry 

Kind of writing: personal, descriptive 

Audience: self 

Suggested points students may have included in their response:  

• E.a.g ,enqKq i;d wkqj Tn ,enQ w;aoelSï y;rlaj;a úia;r lrkak' (Depending on the pet you received 

as a gift, explain at least four experiences you enjoyed.) 

Main characteristics of a diary entry:  

• date/place/time (as appropriate) 

• structure (related to sequence of thought, events or importance) 

• opening (often an evaluative comment); content (information/reflection/ evaluation); conclusion 

• register; style; layout. 

Most students selected this topic for their writing. Some responses described the excitement of receiving the 

present rather than describing the experience they had with the pet. Some responses were quite brief. The 

main characteristics of a diary entry were evident in all writings. 

Text 12 

Text type: a short story 

Kind of writing: imaginative 

Audience: young adults 

Suggested points students may have included in their response:  

• tu .ufkaoS  Tng iy Tfí hy`:jkag  w;a oelSug  ,enqKq ùr ls%hdjka  y;rlaj;a  úia;r lrkak' (Explain 

at least four of your adventures on the trip.) 
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Main characteristics of a story: 

• title/topic 

• structure 

• content (creative) 

• author 

• register; style; layout. 

There were only a very few responses to this question. The characteristics of a short story were evident in 

the responses. The stories generally focused on the things they saw in the journey rather than the 

adventures they experienced. 

Students should read the question carefully to understand what they are expected to respond to. They 

should also try to improve the use of appropriate vocabulary to give emphasis to important points they want 

to make. 
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