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2014       Languages: Tamil GA 3: Examination 

Written component 

GENERAL COMMENTS  
Students’ general level of performance on the 2014 Tamil written examination was good. Many students did not read 

the questions properly or could not identify the key words or phrases within the questions. Many students took detailed 

notes of the information they heard in the listening texts, but could not then transfer the necessary points into their 

examination responses. 

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require translation or the 

simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some items pitched at a higher 

cognitive level, requiring analysis, synthesis or evaluation.  

SPECIFIC INFORMATION  
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what the answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, 

these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.  
 

Section 1 – Listening and Responding 
When answering questions in Section 1 students should: 

 respond to the questions in the appropriate language 

 write answers in the allocated spaces 

 ensure all responses are based on the texts and are to the point. 

Part A – Answer in English  
Students were presented with three texts in Tamil. Responses in complete sentences were only required where specified 

by the question. Students were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the question and respond using relevant, 

accurate and appropriate connecting words that demonstrated their understanding of the question.  

 

Text 1 

Question 1 

Evidence: The song is liked by thousands of people from many parts of the world. 

Reasons: 

 combining Carnatic music and light music 

 contains modern concepts as well as concepts from classical literature 

 the singer’s voice and the background music was good.  

The majority of students were able to answer this question correctly. Some students did not compare the possible 

matching aspects. 

 

Text 2  

Question 2a. 

Rita is an ex-employee who has learned from/worked under the guidance and management of Mathavan. 

 

Most students responded well to this question. Some students did not supply both pieces of information.  

 
Question 2b.  
Mathavan: 

 is a skilful officer/manager/very good trainer/teacher/knowledgeable in his role/profession 

 is shy and suffers from stage fright  

 is friendly/helpful 

 listens to others.  

The majority of students were able to answer this question correctly and obtained full marks.  
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Students should understand both general content and specific stylistic features of the text. They should also be able to 

identify and analyse information provided within the texts and convey it with accuracy.  

Some students gave one correct response but then simply rephrased this response as another answer. Students are 

reminded that they will only obtain one mark for response such as this. For example:   

 He is nervous when he gives a speech. 

 He is scared to give the speech. 

 He doesn’t have much experience speaking in public.  

Question 2c. 

Mathavan’s mother thinks that Mathavan: 

 should have avoided making the speech (he has just made it and that made him too nervous) 

 will have to make a speech in front of many people in his new workplace as well. Therefore, she 

thinks/recommends some speech training/therapy (in preparation/to overcome his nervousness).  

Most students responded well to this question.  

 

Text 3 

Question 3a.  

 The library has reduced the number of employees and arranged volunteer groups to help. 

 The amount of money spent on CDs and books has been reduced because people use the internet more. 

 More money has been spent on electronic tools and other equipment recommended by schools for their 

practical learning and research.  

 More efficient lending and borrowing procedures have been put in place. 

 The library provides electronic toys for children.  

High-scoring students included evidence of the previous and new practices of the library in an organised way. These 

students grasped the differences between paid employees and volunteers, as well as old and new forms of library 

acquisitions. Low-scoring students did not understand or make the appropriate connection between past and present 

library practices such as paid employees and volunteers and different forms of library acquisitions. They had picked up 

random pieces of information, which indicated a lack of comprehension of the text in detail and an inability to articulate 

the aspects of the library.  

 
Question 3b. 

Old traditions and methods are not in use anymore.  

 

Part B – Answer in Tamil  
Assessment criteria 

 understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information 

 convey information accurately and appropriately  
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Question 6c. 

 His grandfather taught him how to split the words into a kind of melody. 

 His teacher taught him the ‘read, cover, write and check’ method.  

 His mother used to ask him to spell certain words – spelling subjects, street names, etc. – giving him practice. 

 His own effort. 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding  

Part A – Answer in English  

 
Text 7 

Question 7a.  

Tamil English 

There are countless possibilities for naming 

children. 

The choice of names for children is more limited.  

Formerly Tamil names were long, but there is 

more interest nowadays, for Tamils living in 

English speaking countries, to select short names 

(from Tamil and Sanskrit) that can be written in 

English and are common to English.  

English names have always been shorter than Tamil 

names. 

Ancestors’ names are getting lost. Ancestors’ names are still used. 

The letters of names written in Tamil can’t change.  People trying to spell Tamil names in English have 

many alternatives and therefore letters can change. 

Calling elderly people by their names is 

disrespectful.  

It is polite to call the elderly by their names. 

 

Full marks were given when students identified four differences. High-scoring responses gave full, appropriate 

information for each sub-heading. Low-scoring responses picked up random pieces of information, which indicated a 

lack of comprehension of the text and the inability to identify the difference naming practices.  

 

Question 7b.  
The final story provided an example of the statement that in English-speaking countries people are happy when their 

names are used and/or remembered. The example was of an air hostess who, by remembering the names of passengers, 

gained a good reputation for the airline company and was herself given several awards for this.  

 

Low-scoring responses translated the story without illustrating the link between the story and the information given in 

the text. 
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Text 8  

Question 8  

 uses the first-person plural; for example, ‘Let us’ and ‘our’  

 uses short rhyming sentences and repetition 

 suggests that employees come first and the company second 

 talks about positive change, such as providing half an hour paid time for exercise  

 encourages saving money and the environment 

 

Many students did not understand the word ‘appeal’ (i.e. persuasive force) in this context and just translated the whole 

paragraph into English.  

 

Part B – Answer in Tamil  
 

Text 9  

Question 9  
Students were required to write a text of speech, persuading a large gathering of students to contribute to an online 

magazine.  

 

Some students gave creative and interesting responses. Phrases from high-scoring responses included:

 
Students should not repeat words and phrases found in the text itself. They are expected to rephrase or supply 

alternative words and phrases as well as their own ideas and information appropriate to the text type.  

 

Section 3 – Writing in Tamil  
In this section, students were asked to show their ability to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil 

on one of four questions. Responses were assessed using the following criteria.  

 relevance and depth of treatment of ideas, information, or opinions  

 accuracy and range of vocabulary and sentence structures  

 the capacity to structure and sequence response and capacity to use conventions of the text type  

 

Questions 10 and 11 were the most popular questions and many students responded very well. The majority of students 

were very familiar with the text types and demonstrated their understanding of the structures and the language features 

of the text types.  
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Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and well-written pieces that 

were cohesive and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Their pieces were accompanied by the skilful and apt 

use of proverbs and relevant ideas, and it was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, syntax 

and vocabulary, and the ability to use their knowledge effectively.  
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Question 13  
This question required students to write an email to their friends describing the changes observed in a Tamil-speaking 

country. 

 

High-scoring responses dealt with the topic in an original and interesting manner. They demonstrated a good command 

of language and relevant and creative ideas appropriate to the text type. The following are phrases from high-scoring 

responses.

 
 
 

 

 

 


