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General comments

Overall, students’ performance in the 2021 Tamil written examination was at a moderate level. Some
students identified the key words and phrases within the questions and highlighted or underlined them. They
took detailed notes of what they had heard and jotted them down in the allocated space. They then
transferred the necessary information into their examination responses with the correct beginning or
concluding phrases. However, some students, despite having jotted down the correct information, did not
include it in their answers.

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require
translation or simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some
items pitched at a higher cognitive level, requiring analysis, inference, prediction, synthesis or evaluation.

Specific information

Note: This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual
information.

When answering questions in Sections 1 and 2, it is important to try to answer all the questions. Some
students did not answer both parts of particular questions, or merely responded with one or two words.
Students are advised that questions for each text are spread across multiple pages. Students should try to
read ahead so they can plan for each text.

In Section 1, students who scored highly appeared to use the reading time to identify the key words and/or
phrases in the questions before listening to the texts. They also appeared to have adopted successful
strategies, such as practising good note-taking during listening tasks. This avoids having to insert some
words and phrases after the second playing which may result in neglecting the correct starting or concluding
phrases or prepositional changes.

Students should read the questions carefully: word by word and as a whole. Some students overlooked the
key words ‘academic’ in Question 2b. and ‘education’ in Question 8.

The allocated marks, the answer space given and number of bullet points printed for each question are good
indicators of the approximate length, necessary detail and pieces of information required to obtain full marks.
Students have extra space allocated in the examinations booklet if they need more space. They should
remember that writing in the note-taking space will be not assessed.

Students should try to explain their answers as clearly as possible and include all the necessary detail. This
is the best way to earn full marks.

Students should identify the suitable information and make inferences or read between the lines (rather than
only relying on their own general knowledge). They then should convey the information and its interpretation
accurately and appropriately.
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Finally, students should not use the same piece of information more than once to answer questions.

Section 1: Listening and responding

Some students took detailed notes, clearly using the spaces given, but could not express the information and
ideas accurately and appropriately. Students should remember that they must manipulate the key words and
phrases suitably, with appropriate starting and concluding clauses, to obtain full marks. For example, in
Question 6, some students copied down all information verbatim or simply narrated the story rather than
reflecting upon the actual question and considering the emotions that the uncle would have felt during his
journey.

Part A — Answer in English

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the
guestions and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate responses in English that demonstrated their
understanding of the texts.

Text 1

Question 1la.
When there is a small movement or a sound, they will:

e imitate the barking of different types of dogs
e shout ‘thieves are coming’ and ‘robbers are coming’
e imitate the sirens of police cars and fire engines.

Most responses given to this question were correct.

Question 1b.
Any two of:

e They are cheap to purchase and a cage is provided free of charge.
e  They will fetch their own food.
e  They return to the cage on their own.

Most responses given to this question were correct.

Text 2

Question 2a.
An example of a correct response is:

e  The mother couldn'’t talk directly to the teacher and was unable to convey her concerns during the
parent-teacher meeting due to the limited time with the interpreter.

e The rule and regulations that were provided by the school are not being implemented.

e  When she tries to convince her children, they argue by providing examples of the same behaviour by
their peers in their own classes.
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Question 2b.
An example of a correct response is:

e The school arranged parent—teacher meetings to discuss students’ academic progress and subject
selections.

¢ The school arranged interpreters for parent—teacher meetings to ensure that students/parents who are
from different backgrounds and speak different languages are also catered for.

Some students scored full marks for this question by presenting all information appropriately. Most students
mentioned the uniform policy, dress code and discipline of the school without considering the word
‘academic’, which was essential for a correct response.

Text 3

Question 3a.
Any three of the following.

e  Working people: improves concentration and body strength and increases their productivity.

e Older people: reduces iliness, dependency, frailty and mental decline and as a result are less likely to
visit hospitals and aged care homes.

e Students / young people: significantly increases concentration skills and memory power.

e  People who perform thoppukaranam before 7 am at the railway station platforms will get free train
tickets.

Question 3b.

Any two of the following.

e It will reduce the number of beds at hospitals.
e It will reduce the number of beds in aged care homes.
e  The employees’ productivity will increase.

Part B — Answer in Tamil

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the
guestion and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate answers in Tamil that demonstrated their
understanding of the texts.

Text 4

Question 4

An example of a correct response is:

Qo serlslleows Qsribs LwSTUESSILITTETED SouT, Gopbss 20 PO kseEns0sThwampuTaug Gopbss 20
Qessasensdasllgud WlhpT Gsrensalsd o e g Qurheetl unfésGaues@L. §uuyFQslog Surg satiaamens &ewflaf
QeusNafGLd Fov @eNésdlisaile QmHbE UTSIBTEGLD.

(When using a computer for a prolonged period of time, one should take a break at least every 20 minutes

for at least 20 seconds and look at an object 20 metres away in order to protect the eyes from harmful blue
light emitted by computer screens.)
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High-scoring responses included all of the important information.

Some students did not include the key words/phrases such as Gsr_isg vwsu@sgusurmame’ (A PErson uses [a
computer for] a prolonged period of time), sopsss (at least) emwyopuraug (at least once) and 20
QesaaisenéQsangud; (at least 20 seconds).

Text5

Question 5
An example of a correct response is:
UssssmE (LpSeSled LIgSECUTS Deurgl weargled urEglrises o MIIUMIIUTE aug 86 spumaTOFlG WaTUUL TG eudSl(HEST.

BTLs5El Qurogyd Ge@bd JAdphseruisd EiefpsAifaameniule shflés s1lé Jleaurg werlulsosall Eaprs @) (HEs0s6a n
sTesremsflenn, @)(HBSCUTID, Dbsemos ST A&sL b Hoosgbs) b wngule Gmésplsspbd persse WsiQuiu 20

ST AEm L $5156@ Buorsiuti@pOsarnid sl hEs SeumhéE QuaGULs8d JApmo Biéuswrs gRaumsssnm, Bgwrss

seworeuety o eCeroup HIONHGLTQsuaTD LWD uFSH BHESOMUESHH DASHTU Fleowdbenl aurmeodlysssCsur leovg Ul Geur

(PY-weallsbensv.

(He imagined and visualised every character in detail when reading the book. While he was watching the
drama, he was thinking that it was better than the movie in some aspects; for example, the scene where
Raman meets Kuhan at the riverbank with the background of a very realistic waterfall animation. However,
Mohamad couldn’t reproduce that scene because of his fear of water entering the auditorium, after hearing
the auditorium is located three floors below ground level and that the city’s largest river runs above it. As a
result, Mohamad still believes that the book is better.)

Text 6

Question 6a.
An example of a correct response is:
vwesrd Yohul L Gurgi= ulLwelldenul urjsseyd surdleenw

AEFFAUUESS UNAD ouPEIBaD Aousd AleurelL &l(HES leuT, afionerd LIMEWPE srLSLIFIWCUTIRS ANTEFUD &eueOUIPDOTT.
&R&0IUGSIN6, Lrssre QeiuliQupn Qurpenetl HrsLeiu@ssns srrevdsnw Oeuls@pd Goumitiyd urugly g USHHLPLD
ADLESHTT. AT IQOFES B SlenL 550 Jletafdor Aabswd Qump Smugud Qupor.

(When he departed, he felt eager/fondness and [was] excited to witness the graduation ceremony and
surprise Vahini. At the [airport], he was upset/frustrated/rushed due to flight delays. At customs he
experienced sadness and embarrassment/nervousness/anxiety because he did not declare the wooden
item. When he received the clearance certificate, he was extremely happy and satisfied because [he] could
attend the graduation ceremony with the Veena.)

Question 6b.
Any three of:

o  andelews spHss (Meet Vahini and present the veena)

o diwememul ufisszg (attend the graduation ceremony)

o syt sem@ssNsg (participate in the professional photography session

o Neerr ysmsiuL iy il GELU efmiEaId sabg Qstsieury (participate in the family feast).
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Section 2: Reading and responding

Part A — Answer in English

Text 7

Question 7

e  The narrator was transformed from a poor and undereducated person to the station master of a busy
railway station.
e  The railway station:
— increased from two passenger trains with three carriages per week to three passenger trains and
two freight trains per day
— deserted railway compound transformed into a well-cultivated farmland
—  extended station master’s quarters and built accommodation for long-distance passengers to stay
the night. Best train station in the country based on cleanliness, attractiveness and punctuality.

e  The community went from reduced employment rates and below-standard education to producing rich
farm products and tailored clothes. Everyone in the community is now either involved in education or
employment.

Text 8

Question 8
Education in Nanthavana

¢ Women are pressured to get married at the legal age of 18 and therefore cease education.
e Women have no money to pay for education.
e Women rely on parents’ financial support for tertiary education.

Education in Australia

e Women have freedom to learn and choose their education pathway in Australia.
e Women are able to be financially independent when it comes to their education expenses. They can get
a loan and/or part-time job to fund their tertiary education and if required undertake private tuition.

Responses that did not score well did not include some information relevant to ‘education’ but focused only
on the concern with early marriage.

Part B — Answer in Tamil

Text 9

Question 9

Some students produced delightful persuasive articles with appropriate structure and language features
demonstrating excellent writing skills. They used strong persuasive words when responding to the given
stimuli, especially the word ‘urgent’.

A few high-scoring responses referred to Mr Krishnamoorthy’s speech and mentioned that his full speech
was attached.



https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

o s saNBsomeaul 2 saflsmell o ey o saNGsemeul (Need help! Need help! Immediately need help!)

o .. owsh s Qemesister eambsmasda (... youth of the world gather together)

o L ETEAmEGD gaulanm B e GstLissiGstetiymeen (... damage will continue every minute we
wait)

o ... Qoaaisamélu chsseslostar MmEANDS ... ahsds Quryituureh. Ge&tp wwsg (... [i's] in our hands as

the younger generation ... [it’s] our responsibility [to] try today)
o  pur GuAw el_wwhss soarn gag sassms misselLgl ... (his speech persuaded me).

Section 3: Writing in Tamil

In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil in response
to one of three questions.

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and well-written
pieces that were coherent and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some students’ responses were
accompanied by the skilful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas appropriate to the text type and kinds
of writing. It was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary,
and the ability to use their knowledge effectively.

Some students, who seemed to be fluent in writing Tamil, were confident in using grammar and syntax but
did not appear to understand different types of texts and their particular structures and language features.

Question 10

Many students who selected this question only gave information about eye problems and sedentary
lifestyles. In this question, some students supplied one or two effects of excessive use of technology and
then wrote a persuasive article to convince the audience not to use it excessively.

The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

. ...&s606f, Coeme, QurpsBuréE aaTm TP MIEGD QsmBoEL ukhsemanCu BN ILST (... because of a
dependence on technology for all education, jobs, entertainments)

. ... Czemeussdaons o Lbursllugeame seoutieney Qs G Gereuw® Ceobuw  &ewresrmig ( as using too much
[technology], causing eyesight problems and needing to use glasses at a young age)

o .. Sadlu ssadsoaméal Foaald mausdniugoome (... cannot remember necessary information)

. @evbrelunefled FLEs @ Abellaiug 68 ssafswra wremeouss srb @MU auwesweL WLPHTeCréw & ewiewrmg Gur
Bsuswnq weugn&mriser. (According to research in Australia, 68% of people need glasses before turning 20
years of age)

o Afuel_udsEméGsaL, sudismenuildonod GmaTussasms CerafE Qendpriss. ([they] go to websites for
simple things without thinking)

. LAPlU seTEGLUTTUEDGEHM L& oasQstamabudau o uBurdsdorisea (... USING Mobile phones even for simple
calculations)
L4 ... QpmEslu o pefaiser o Crfled o erurT@ougiaml QeauGanss Gepbaiall L . ( [replaces] the number of

direct conversations with close relatives)

Question 11

Many students who selected this question demonstrated affectionate personal attachment to their parents
and grandparents. They made connections with their real-life situations and started with parents’ personal
matters and reported about their grandparents. They gave different choices as their preferences and
presented their ideas in a culturally appropriate way and asked politely to consider.
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The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

o ...Bhsdsrer ‘Qamgg Cpul (Wwaimwuld sellenn’ eeTm LG UNEETET. SHbLbBLT MAbLIUTaNE selabeul CuUTEGasHE
SlluswIdensl LWSTURSDHIBGT. Thss il g SlPsGLusssdled sigandn smréurl @ slgsCam@ woFeod L b, @shwesnn
TRTUSTOUD DL 6T QI ADPOWESL 1 SleuTHeeT APDES! TOCOM(HLD QETOTE EUTPeUSHES DlILeTTTdensl LWETLGSSIB ST,
SaTsmg anpssl aHsEGH Guflu JErarsors Gmsswaonsr! (... You taught me that loneliness is bad,
especially in old age. Use that money to eliminate the loneliness of my grandparents. At the eastern
side of our house, build a room with soft floors, toilets and bath facilities with railings. Invite them and
make arrangements [for them] to live together with us. Their [wisdom] and blessing are very good for
us.)

*  qmse QuEG Osisg Gutes shmssEL Rfob spssseliiu’ L aelysamse (... as you arranged private
English classes [for me] do it [for] my sister)

. ... BRssT @meaumbd UTRULE e ewssEtsiss vamsas (... the money both of you hardly earned)
o ... o dsNmaflog pOHDGD amEsiseh Qeopume Caam@a6s (... | pray for your health and happiness)
* ... Slulureid SubLTeD aemes sevguh smesiorst urrsdprrsst (... granddad and grandma are [looked]

after very carefully)

o .. ST@IL T LG ds eTengl Beworl permuilellyld Sleusngl GELUWLLD susiaNulled LELUTL L PGS Breyd BRsEhD 6 erer
wersgILs Qg @m AL burorer efpreses (... after knowing that my friend and her family are struggling to
live in Vanni, [why] are you thinking of arranging a luxury event)

o ... shUWE Wnshs SrEaGsppd Osisuspe (... Use that money [for] the younger brother’'s Miruthanga
arrangetram)
Question 12

The students who selected this question cleverly described the minor events and evaluated the quality of the
event as a whole. They included their own ideas and suggestions for the organisers for their future events.
They demonstrated a good command of language appropriate to the text type.

The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

. TeTgl e Ml FewuTsEhL T Osai(BECsw. @hEdl farETLig a6, WwhHpeusT WyraTed BTLL 6usT. G)(HouHEL ... ([went] with
my friends, one Chinese, one French)

(] ... AW o ewiey CEIHHH JBCHOW o ewieneu cuThE) o ewewIoNd T ubseuTseT efhsall(hHbs o ewreylurdast o L GerCw
wy e ggen Lo (... all parcels sold out immediately so people went there to have the food during
lunch time)

. SEE (peop Bon AuMAQuuTtuTTsmer QEhEOsig Wmsorsitusmasg ... (NEXt time, arrange better
interpreters and speak slowly)

o sewuwup Osiempsaes srigw erormew ... (all of them who demonstrated cooking demonstrations)

. Qsrsg Oprlyéessrer WsiGuiw ... (Cotthu rottiti is the most)

. ... SIBSEYD SUDESMLEEMTTEN gallarmamssh galanmpuedou gaisaams (... next time, [it would be]
better to allocate each section to individual owners of Tamil shops).
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