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2011            Languages: Yiddish: GA 3: Examination 

Written component 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
It was evident from students’ answers that they understood the Listening and Responding texts in Section 1 very well on 

the 2011 Yiddish examination. All students responded to all questions.  

 

In Part A of Section 2 – Reading and Responding, students understood both texts. Question 7 and 8 were answered 

particularly well. Students also did very well in the writing task in Section 2, Part B. This, together with Section 3, is 

often the most challenging part of the paper as students are required to express themselves freely in the language.  

 

Section 3 was very well answered and the responses to the writing tasks had good development and depth. Most 

students observed the rules of good writing – that is, they structured their pieces of writing with an introduction, the 

main body of the piece, the development of the topic and a conclusion. Paragraphing was adhered to and handwriting 

was legible. All students chose Question 12 in Section 3 and covered the topic well, writing about their own experience 

and those of their families. 

 

The language used is of utmost importance in order to score well in the written component of the examination. The 

students were rewarded for using idiomatic language and correct vocabulary.  

 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 

Section 1 – Listening and Responding 

Part A – Answer in English 
This section of the examination is assessed using a single criterion as all answers are given in English. The criterion is 

as follows:  

 understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information and convey the 

information accurately and appropriately.  

Text 1 

Question 1a.   

The speaker wants to invite Leon to go and see a famous hip-hop artist. 

   

Question 1b. 

Any three of:   

 his father spoke Ethiopian 

 his mother Spanish 

 he was a Yiddish hip-hop artist 

 he now lives and composes in America (therefore can speak English as well). 

Text 2 

Question 2a. 

A day to celebrate Yiddish (language and culture)   

 

Question 2b. 

 Several members of the Knesset will pay tribute to the (Yiddish) language/culture. 

 There will be various activities (for example, Yiddish theatre) to celebrate the day. 

Question 2c. 

 It was considered by Israel as a language that belonged to the Diaspora. 

 There is greater acceptance of Yiddish in Israel today. 
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Text 3 

Question 3a.  

 Moishe used to eat at David’s Delicatessen across the road, now he’s going to David’s competitor. 

 David was going to ring the police. 

Question 3b. 

Any three of: 

 misunderstanding of instructions 

 literal wording 

 David’s overreaction 

 competition between the restaurants. 

Text 4 

Question 4a. 

Any two of: 

 to attend a celebration to mark the centenary of the laying of a foundation stone for a synagogue 

 because the synagogue has been restored 

 because Yiddish culture is still celebrated in that town  

 to see the exhibition. 

Question 4b.   

 A combined choir from all the churches sang Hebrew songs. 

 Indigenous/Aboriginal people performed dances. 

 The Salvation Army prepared all the meals. 

Question 4c.     
Because Chana filmed the whole thing. 

Part B: Answer in Yiddish 
This section of the written examination is assessed according to two criteria, because understanding is assessed as well 

as the quality of the language used in the response. The criteria are as follows: 

 understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information; 

 convey the information accurately and appropriately. 

Text 5 

Question 5a.  

The invitation is being made to young students of Yiddish and (either of): 

 the work (in the Museum) will be very interesting and enjoyable  

 those accepting the offer will be able to practise their language skills and improve them. 

Question 5b. 

 Warsaw was once the biggest Jewish city/community in the world. 

 The museum will act as a historical record of 1000 years of Polish Jewish life. 

Question 5c. 

Known personalities are among the supporters of the museum; for example, politicians, business people and religious 

representatives. Because they are known personalities, they have contacts and influence. Politicians will be able to 

stimulate interest in the museum and ensure necessary support, both financial and political. 

 

Text 6 

Question 6a. 

Aquawise/the firm is expert in the area of water usage/using water. 

   

Question 6b. 

 The fish grow faster/bigger/healthier/reproduce more frequently. 

 The crops grow faster/bigger/healthier/ripen earlier. 
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Question 6c. 

Production outstrips demand and so the excess can be exported/exports can increase and bring in more capital. 

 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding 
Section 2, Part A, of the Reading and responding section is assessed using a single criterion. The criterion is expressed 

as follows: 

 understand general and/or specific aspects of texts, by, for example, comparing, contrasting, summarising, or 

evaluating, and convey the information accurately and appropriately 

Text 7 

Question 7a.     

Because life in the ghetto meant death. Zelechow had no ghetto as yet and they had family there. 

 

Question 7b. 

For full marks, students needed to give four of the points contained in the following sample answer. This answer could 

be expressed slightly differently and still gain full marks. 

 

Pola and Mirek were so afraid that their child would be killed that they gave her to a childless Polish couple; that is, 

they wanted to save her life even if they had to give her up. But the Polish couple was so afraid of having a Jewish child 

with them that they gave the little girl back to her father. 

 

Question 7c. 

 Basiele was in the ghetto of Zelechow with her father. 

 Her father heard shooting and went outside; the Germans were liquidating the ghetto. When he was able to 

return, Basiele was gone: she had been taken by the Germans. 

Question 7d. 

False papers 

 

Question 7e. 

 The dress reminded Pola/the mother of the past/her child (even though the child was dead). 

 The dress gave Pola/the mother courage. 

 Pola felt her daughter was with her. 

Question 7f. 

 They would have felt terrible about their decision to give her back again (knowing that this would almost 

certainly mean that she would die as a result). 

 They would not have wanted the mother (Pola) to live on in false hope that her child was growing up with 

them (and was still alive). 

 To explain their actions and give support. 

Question 7g. 

 The dress reminds people of the Warsaw ghetto (a rare reminder). 

 The dress reminds visitors that terrible things happened to both children and people (non-Jews) who helped 

them during the war. 

Text 8  

Question 8a 

Any two of: 

 they are migrating to other countries 

 some went to live in the United States 

 some went to live in Israel. 

Question 8b. 

 Baku has handsome buildings. 

 Baku has winding alleys. 



 
 

Yiddish GA 3 Exam Published: 25 June 2012 4 

2011  
Assessment 

Report 

 
Question 8c. 

Any two of:  

 they can easily return 

 full planes fly from Baku to Tel-Aviv and return 

 they live peacefully with their Muslim neighbours and have done so for a long time. 

Part B – Answer in Yiddish 
In this part, understanding is assessed and also the quality of the written Yiddish. Two criteria are used to assess Part B:  

 understand general and specific aspects of a text by identifying, analysing, and responding to information 

 convey information coherently (structure, sequence, accuracy and variety of vocabulary and sentence structure) 

and appropriately (relevance, use of conventions of the text type). 

Question 9 

Question 9 asked students to write a personal letter. Such a letter can be used to communicate in writing with 

acquaintances, friends and family and can both inform and amuse.  

 

The structure of the letter should have been characterised by salutations and other appropriate conventions such as 

layout, address and a date. Some colloquial language could be used and sometimes the sentence structure was less 

complex than in other, more formal text types. 

 

Section 3 – Writing in Yiddish 
All students wrote thoughtfully on the topic and the responses were highly regarded by assessors. Teachers are 

reminded that the third criterion is important and that is why the question always specifies a very clearly identified text 

type. These will always be chosen from the asterisked text types on page 13 of the VCE Yiddish Study Design.  

 

This section is assessed using the following criteria: 

 relevance and depth of treatment of ideas, information, or opinions 

 accuracy and range of vocabulary and sentence structures 

 the capacity to structure and sequence response and capacity to use conventions of the text type. 

Question 10  

This task required students to write a speech on the issues of turning 18 that can present a series of challenges and 

opportunities for a young adult such as the right to vote, the right to obtain a driver’s licence and the right to drink 

alcohol. Students were asked to write as though they had been asked to speak at the speech night of their old school and 

evaluate the argument that ‘rights should also be accompanied by responsibilities’. 

 
Question 11 

This task required students to write a story after imagining that it was snowing heavily and that they were at home alone 

studying for their exams. They were asked to wonder what would happen if the snow continued to fall. 

 
Question 12 

This task required students to write an informative report about the fact that Australia is a land of immigrants and most 

people’s families only go back two or three generations. The students were asked to write about the impact of 

multiculturalism on Australian society and on their own families. 

 
Question 13 

This task required students to write an article as a representative of an automobile club on the use of mobile phones 

while driving. The article was to urge drivers to obey the laws regarding mobile phones. 

 

 


