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[bookmark: _Hlk23759088]NAPLAN Online 2021 conventions of language – new test design
The below information has been taken from the 2021 NAPLAN Online Test Administration handbook and supplemented by a screen snippet and additional messaging.

Composition
This test is composed of two parts (or ‘sections’): grammar and punctuation followed by spelling.

The spelling test will only be available to students after they have completed the grammar and punctuation test. Students will not be able to return to the grammar and punctuation questions once they have moved on to the spelling questions. A message screen (see below) at the end of the grammar and punctuation test will remind them of this. Students will need to be reminded to check they have completed all grammar and punctuation questions before moving on to spelling. Monitor students as they move from one section of the test to the other. 
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Timing
There are 52 questions in the test: 27 questions in the first part and 25 questions in the second. Students will have 45 minutes to complete all the questions. Some students will need more time on grammar and punctuation as there is more to read in that section than in the spelling section. Teachers should provide guidance based on knowledge of their students’ abilities.

There is a timer in the top left-hand corner of the student’s screen. When the timer says 25 minutes, students should be close to finishing the first section, which finishes at question 27, and be getting ready to move onto the second section.

For further information
Please see Test administration: conventions of language (page 30) of the Years 3 & 5 NAPLAN Online test administration handbook 2021. Also, the NAP website https://nap.edu.au and the PDF NAPLAN Online branching messages
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Transition from a ‘locked’ section —

conventions of language

The student sees this page in the conventions
of language test at the end of the grammar and
punctuation section.

The student is reminded to check their answers
before moving to the next section, which is
spelling.

A student will remain on this page until a
selection has been made.

If the student selects Back, they are directed to
the previous section to check their answers.

If the student selects Next, they will not be able
to view or change their answers in the grammar
and punctuation section.

You have finished this section of the test.

After you click Next, you will NOT be able to view or change
your answers.

To check your answers now, click Back.

To start the next section, click Next.
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