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Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information 2015



Section 5:    Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)


Data source: 2015 data were extracted from the VCAA Assessment Processing System (APS) database at 15 January 2016 (Published).


If you have any concerns or comments, please contact the Data Analysis, Measurement and Reporting Unit on (03) 9032-1784.
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Section 5

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

There were 23,784 enrolments in VCAL certificates in 2015.  Students were enrolled with 447 providers.  Nearly two thirds of all VCAL certificate enrolments (62.5%) were students enrolled in Government schools.


Table 5.1: Numbers of Schools Providing VCAL and VCAL Certificate Enrolments 
	by Sector, 2015

	 
	Schools
	VCAL Certificate Enrolments

	Government
	282
	14,864

	Catholic
	84
	3,161

	Independent
	39
	829

	Adult
	42
	4,930

	Total
	447
	23,784




With respect to the level of certificates studied (see Table 5.2) 26.1% of VCAL students were enrolled in Foundation and 43.6% in Intermediate level certificates.  Senior and Senior Extension enrolments comprised 30.3% of enrolments.


Table 5.2: VCAL Enrolments by Certificate, Gender and Level, 2015

	 
	 
	Gender
	 

	Level
	Title
	Female
	Male
	All

	Foundation
	VCAL (Foundation)
	2,242 
	3,977 
	6,219 

	Foundation
	Total
	2,242 
	3,977 
	6,219 

	Intermediate
	VCAL (Intermediate)
	3,739 
	6,621 
	10,360 

	Intermediate
	Total
	3,739 
	6,621 
	10,360 

	Senior
	VCAL (Senior)
	2,707 
	4,417 
	7,124 

	
	Senior Extension (Folio Enhancement)
	57 
	24 
	81 

	Senior&SeniorExt.
	Total
	2,764 
	4,441 
	7,205 

	ALL
	Total
	8,745 
	15,039 
	23,784 




Gender
About three in five VCAL student enrolments in 2015 were male (63.2%). 


Unit Completions
In 2015 there were a total of 134,383 VCAL unit completions (See table 5.3). 
VCAL units are not the full range of curriculum that contributed towards the attainment of a VCAL. Students enrolled in any VCAL certificate can also gain credit from VET and VCE studies towards their VCAL qualification.  VCAL students enrolled in VETiS and VCE units are included in the participation and completion reports for those units and certificates. 

VCAL Personal Development units (30.1%) and VCAL Work Related Skills units (27.7%) accounted for the majority of enrolments in VCAL units.

Overall 76.5% of VCAL units were satisfactorily completed. Males (76.8%) and females (75.9%) had similar completion rates across all units. The overall completion rates for each major unit were as follows: Literacy Skills (75.6%); Numeracy Skills (73.7%); Personal Development Skills (77.8%) and Work Related Skills (77.1%).


Table 5.3: VCAL Unit Completions by Gender and Level, 2015

	DESCRIPTION
	Female
	Male
	All

	
	S
	Total
	% S
	S
	Total
	% S
	S
	Total
	% S

	Advanced Numeracy Skills (S)
	55
	69
	79.7
	124
	154
	80.5
	179
	223
	80.3

	Advanced Study Skills (S)
	23
	25
	92.0
	21
	24
	87.5
	44
	49
	89.8

	Folio Enhancement and Presentation (S)
	52
	56
	92.9
	21
	24
	87.5
	73
	80
	91.3

	Literacy Skills (F) Oral Communication
	887
	1,464
	60.6
	1,637
	2,699
	60.7
	2,524
	4,163
	60.6

	Literacy Skills (F) Reading and Writing
	888
	1,571
	56.5
	1,624
	2,920
	55.6
	2,512
	4,491
	55.9

	Literacy Skills (I) Oral Communication
	2,207
	2,901
	76.1
	4,126
	5,204
	79.3
	6,333
	8,105
	78.1

	Literacy Skills (I) Reading and Writing
	2,225
	3,026
	73.5
	4,124
	5,442
	75.8
	6,349
	8,468
	75.0

	Literacy Skills (S) Oral Communication
	2,096
	2,424
	86.5
	3,409
	3,987
	85.5
	5,505
	6,411
	85.9

	Literacy Skills (S) Reading and Writing
	2,220
	2,572
	86.3
	3,585
	4,202
	85.3
	5,805
	6,774
	85.7

	Numeracy Skills (F)
	958
	1,657
	57.8
	1,616
	2,748
	58.8
	2,574
	4,405
	58.4

	Numeracy Skills (I)
	1,988
	2,726
	72.9
	3,793
	4,829
	78.5
	5,781
	7,555
	76.5

	Numeracy Skills (S)
	1,604
	1,929
	83.2
	2,501
	3,026
	82.7
	4,105
	4,955
	82.8

	Pathways Planning (S)
	52
	56
	92.9
	20
	24
	83.3
	72
	80
	90.0

	Personal Development Skills Unit 1 (F)
	1,173
	1,745
	67.2
	2,163
	3,187
	67.9
	3,336
	4,932
	67.6

	Personal Development Skills Unit 1 (I)
	2,588
	3,326
	77.8
	4,899
	6,072
	80.7
	7,487
	9,398
	79.7

	Personal Development Skills Unit 1 (S)
	2,269
	2,620
	86.6
	3,644
	4,245
	85.8
	5,913
	6,865
	86.1

	Personal Development Skills Unit 2 (F)
	858
	1,433
	59.9
	1,646
	2,726
	60.4
	2,504
	4,159
	60.2

	Personal Development Skills Unit 2 (I)
	2,436
	3,197
	76.2
	4,491
	5,681
	79.1
	6,927
	8,878
	78.0

	Personal Development Skills Unit 2 (S)
	2,077
	2,415
	86.0
	3,263
	[bookmark: _GoBack]3,854
	84.7
	5,340
	6,269
	85.2

	Skills for Further Study (S)
	311
	394
	78.9
	361
	501
	72.1
	672
	895
	75.1

	Work Related Skills Unit 1 (F)
	1,199
	1,840
	65.2
	2,077
	3,237
	64.2
	3,276
	5,077
	64.5

	Work Related Skills Unit 1 (I)
	2,385
	3,093
	77.1
	4,576
	5,654
	80.9
	6,961
	8,747
	79.6

	Work Related Skills Unit 1 (S)
	1,883
	2,187
	86.1
	2,863
	3,357
	85.3
	4,746
	5,544
	85.6

	Work Related Skills Unit 2 (F)
	799
	1,320
	60.5
	1,478
	2,447
	60.4
	2,277
	3,767
	60.4

	Work Related Skills Unit 2 (I)
	2,195
	2,909
	75.5
	4,135
	5,220
	79.2
	6,330
	8,129
	77.9

	Work Related Skills Unit 2 (S)
	1,967
	2,290
	85.9
	3,160
	3,674
	86.0
	5,127
	5,964
	86.0

	Grand Total
	37,395
	49,245
	75.9
	65,357
	85,138
	76.8
	102,752
	134,383
	76.5



Note: F=Foundation, I=Intermediate, S=Senior
Where a student has formally withdrawn from the Unit, these have been excluded from the above table. 

Certificate Completions
There were 13,257 VCAL certificate completions out of 17,916 enrolments which were eligible to complete in 2015.  This is a completion rate of 74% (See Table 5.4).  A student is eligible to complete a qualification if they have completed sufficient units or modules, or are enrolled in sufficient units or modules that, if completed satisfactorily, would meet the requirements for satisfactory completion of the qualification. Students may also gain credit towards their VCAL from VCE units and VETiS units of competence.

Of those students eligible to complete, the completion rates for male and female students were 74.2% and 73.6% respectively.

Table 5.4: VCAL Certificate Completions by Gender and Level, 2015

	Level
	Completed
	Eligible to Complete
	% Completed

	Female
	 
	 
	 

	Foundation
	614
	1,097
	56.0

	Intermediate
	2,041
	2,872
	71.1

	Senior and Senior Extension
	2,109
	2,503
	84.3

	Total
	4,764
	6,472
	73.6

	Male
	 
	 
	 

	Foundation
	1,077
	1,967
	54.8

	Intermediate
	3,953
	5,360
	73.8

	Senior and Senior Extension
	3,463
	4,117
	84.1

	Total
	8,493
	11,444
	74.2

	All
	 
	 
	 

	Foundation
	1,691
	3,064
	55.2

	Intermediate
	5,994
	8,232
	72.8

	Senior and Senior Extension
	5,572
	6,620
	84.2

	Total
	13,257
	17,916
	74.0




Of those students who completed a VCAL certificate, 64.1% were male and 35.9% were female. This is a reflection of the enrolment pattern.


Table 5.5: Percentages of VCAL Certificate Completions by Gender, 2015

	Level
	% Completed

	Female
	 

	Foundation
	36.3%

	Intermediate
	34.1%

	Senior and Senior Extension
	37.9%

	Total
	35.9%

	Male
	 

	Foundation
	63.7%

	Intermediate
	65.9%

	Senior and Senior Extension
	62.2%

	Total
	64.1%
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