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Introduction

This publication contains statistical information about the VCE assessment program for 2002 and is current for January 2003.  Information provided in this report is presented in four sections.

Section 1 provides summary information on VCE completion rates by categories of student, aggregate unit completion rates and the aggregate grade distribution for the VCE as a whole.  A list of enrolments in Vocational Education and Training (VET) certificates offered through secondary schools can be found in this section, as can data related to the achievement of the State Government’s targets for post-compulsory education.  In previous years VET certificate school-based enrolments were located in the body of the report.
Section 2.1 provides detailed information about enrolments and satisfactory completion of VCE units.  The tables in this section provide numbers and percentages of students awarded S and N for each unit.
  The results are reported separately for females and males.  The data does not include students who withdrew from a unit and therefore were not eligible for a result.  The number of VCE providers offering each VCE unit in 2002 is also reported in these tables.  Data on VET units has been grouped separately in the following section.

Section 2.2 contains unit enrolment data for Vocational Education and Training (VET) within the VCE together with information on numbers of providers.  VET units in a particular field, for example automotive programs, are often spread over a series of distinct units representing different streams or modes of training.  For the purposes of reporting these enrolments have been combined into one set of data for each field of study.

Section 3.1 provides detailed information about the grade distribution for the Graded Assessments (GAs) for each Unit 3 and 4 sequence.  Students undertook 294 separate Graded Assessments in 2002.  Of this total 178 were school-assessed and 116 were externally assessed through written, oral or performance examinations.  The analyses of the results for each Graded Assessment are presented both in graphic and tabular form.  Where there were less than 100 enrolments, tables only appear.
Each set of tables provides the numbers of students awarded each grade and, for studies where student numbers were 20 or more, the percentage of students awarded each grade is also provided.  The results are reported separately for females and males.  In addition, the scaling points used for translating students’ numerical scores into grades are provided for all Graded Assessments along with the maximum score possible in each case.

A graph presents the final Graded Assessments results by grade for all students awarded a result (unbroken line), for females (heavily shaded bar) and for males (lightly shaded bar).  The graph presents the results as per-centages, so meaningful comparisons can be made between these groupings.  Several other descriptive statistics are also reported for each Graded Assessment.  The mean and standard deviation of scores are provided along with the median grade.  The number of students who were not assessed in a Graded Assessment, due to illness for example, is also reported separately for females and males and as a total.

The same details for VET studies available at the Unit 3 and Unit 4 level are covered in the next section.

Section 3.2 includes grade distributions and related material for each Graded Assessment in VCE VET studies at Unit 3 and Unit 4 level.  In contrast to last year, results for students in new (part-time) apprenticeships are and standard VET programs are combined in these reports.  The distinction between the two modes of training was not considered to be meaningful in the context of recording student achievement in various curriculum areas.  For these GAs, the acronym ‘VET’ has been inserted into the descriptive heading of each GA.
Section 1: General Information










* General Information this year includes a list of enrolments in Vocational Education


and Training (VET) certificates that has appeared previously as a separate section.


� An ‘S’ result is awarded to a student who satisfactorily achieves all the outcomes for a unit; an ‘N’ result is awarded to a student who not achieve one or more unit outcomes.





� Students withdrawing from a study continue to be counted among students in the ‘not assessed’ category for GA results. This means that there are usually some discrepancies between the total of all students reported in relation to each GA and the total of ‘S’ and ‘N’ results reported for the relevant Unit 3 or Unit 4 in Section 2.
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