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Authentication resources
VCE Music Advice for teachers 2017–2022
Authentication resources
Schools are advised to monitor use of music material sourced from other compositions via traditional sheet music, recordings or other digital sources such as preset algorithms [plug-ins] and ensure that all work complies with relevant legislation. See Copyright information. Authentication records should be used to document students’ use of, for example, source material, software and hardware to create or manipulate sounds or algorithms in notation software and identify the contribution of this material to the completed work.
Across VCE Music, students’ performance work should be assessed via live performance. This allows the teacher to verify that they are the performer and provide feedback relevant to the performance context. For other work such as composition/arrangement/improvisation, analysis or evaluation strategies for ensuring that work submitted for assessment is the student’s own need to be in place. Where aspects of tasks for school-based or external assessment are completed outside class time teachers must monitor and record each student’s progress through to completion. This requires regular sightings of the work by the teacher and the keeping of records. The teacher may consider it appropriate to ask the student to demonstrate his/her understanding of the task at the time of submission of the work. 
If any part of the work cannot be authenticated, then the matter should be dealt with as a breach of rules. To reduce the possibility of authentication problems arising, or being difficult to resolve, the following strategies are useful:
Ensure that tasks are kept secure prior to administration, to avoid unauthorised release to students and compromising the assessment. They should not be sent by mail or electronically without due care.
Ensure that a significant amount of classroom time is spent on the task so that the teacher is familiar with each student’s work and can regularly monitor and discuss aspects of the work with the student.
Ensure that students document the specific development stages of work, starting with an early part of the task such as topic choice, list of resources and/or preliminary research.
Filing copies of each student’s work at given stages in its development.
Regular rotation of topics from year to year to ensure that students are unable to use student work from the previous year.
Where there is more than one class of a particular study in the school, the VCAA expects the school to apply internal moderation/cross-marking procedures to ensure consistency of assessment between teachers. Teachers are advised to apply the same approach to authentication and record keeping, as cross-marking sometimes reveals possible breaches of authentication. Early liaison on topics, and sharing of draft student work between teachers, enables earlier identification of possible authentication problems and the implementation of appropriate action.
Encourage students to acknowledge tutors, if they have them, and to discuss and show the work done with tutors. Ideally, liaison between the class teacher and the tutor can provide the maximum benefit for the student and ensure that the tutor is aware of the authentication requirements. Similar advice applies if students receive regular help from a family member.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the Music Style and Composition, Externally-assessed Task, the Authentication Record Form should be filled out, documenting each aspect of the creative process.
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