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Outline of session

• Resources and documents

• VASS dates

• Nature of the tasks

• Assessment criteria

• Authentication

• Assessment sheets

• Marking

• Audit



Essential resources

• Algorithmics (HESS) study page

• Algorithmics (HESS) Study Design (2017–2022)

• 2021 Administrative information for School-based Assessment

• Alternative methods of computation

• Programming language requirements

• Examination specifications and past examinations

• 2021 General advice on School-based Assessment audits

• VCAA Bulletin and Notices to Schools

• Presentations and resources will be added to the study page throughout the year



Study Design for 2017–2022
Study design is for 2017–2022

Includes details on:

• Accreditation period

• Introduction

• Assessment and reporting

• Unit 3 Algorithmic problem 

solving and Unit 4 Principles 

of algorithms

• Areas of study

• Outcomes

• Key knowledge

• Key skills

• School-based assessment:

- Satisfactory completion

- Assessment of levels of 

achievement

- Contribution to final 

assessment

- School-assessed Task

• External assessment:

- End-of-year 

examination



Algorithmics (HESS) study page
The Algorithmics (HESS) study page includes content on:

• Study design

• Alternative methods of computation

• Programming language requirements

• 2021 Administrative information (SAT criteria)

• 2021 General advice on school-based assessment audits

• Examination reports

• Examination specifications

• Past examaminations



Administrative information for School-

based Assessment
Contains SAT criteria (performance descriptors) and authentication 

information, including record forms and the assessment sheet.

Content includes for both Unit 3 and Unit 4:

• Details regarding the SAT

‒ Nature of the task

‒ Scope of the task

• Assessment criteria (1–6) rubrics

• Authentication of the SAT

• Authentication Record Form

• Assessment sheet

You should only be referring to the 2021 Administrative information only



VCAA Bulletin

The VCAA Bulletin is an official VCAA 

publication for Early Years, Foundation–10, 

VCE, VCAL and VET, published in ten 

editions each year. 

It is available by email subscription or can 

be downloaded as a PDF from the VCAA 

Bulletin index page.

If you aren't already a subscriber, please 

visit the VCAA Bulletin subscription 

webpage.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Subscribe.aspx


Notices to Schools
A Notice to Schools is an official 

communication to Victorian schools or 

Registered Training Organisations issued 

by the VCAA. 

Teachers can register for Notices through 

the school’s VASS administrator. 

The VCAA then processes these requests 

and updates the distribution lists used to 

send Notices to Schools.



Other important resources

2021 

Assessment 

Schedule

This document 

should be used 

in conjunction 

with Important 

Administrative 

Dates 2021 on 

the VCAA 

website.

VCE and VCAL 

Administrative 

Handbook 2021

This publication is a 

comprehensive guide 

for principals, teachers 

and administrators, 

outlining the rules, 

regulations 

and policies governing 

the delivery of the VCE 

and VCAL.



VASS dates for 2021



VASS dates for 2021

• Unit 3 School-assessed Tasks – Friday 11 June

- Algorithmics (HESS): Criteria 1–6

• Unit 4 School-assessed Tasks – Wednesday 3 November

- Algorithmics (HESS): Criteria  1–6



Nature and scope of the task



Nature of the tasks – Unit 3

Outcome 1:

• Folio

• Written 

explanation

• Data model

Outcome 2:

• Folio

• Written 

explanation

• Solution to a 

real-world 

problem

Outcome 3:

• Evaluation

• Documentation



Nature of the tasks – Unit 4

Outcome 1:

• Written 

explanation

• Algorithm 

design

Outcome 2:

• Written 

explanation

• Algorithm 

design

Outcome 3:

• Explanation



Assessment criteria
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Authentication



Authentication

• Teachers are reminded of the need to comply with the authentication 

requirements specified in the Assessment: School-based Assessment 

section of the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2021. This is 

important to ensure that ‘undue assistance [is] not … provided to 

students while undertaking assessment tasks’.

• Teachers must be aware of the requirements for the authentication of 

VCE Algorithmics (HESS) School-assessed Task.
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Assessment Sheet



Assessment Sheets



Marking
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• Use the rubrics from the 2021 Administrative information for School-

based Assessment – Algorithmics (HESS)

• Consider how you mark and the effect on statistical moderation of 

those marks

• The awarding of a 0 instead of an NA can affect statistical 

moderation of your class results

• Late submission – this is a school-based decision with some 

flexibility

• NA is to be awarded when a criterion or group of is not observed and 

not submitted – can award a mark if observed and not submitted

• 0 is to be awarded when the work is submitted but does not meet the 

descriptors – students still need to be able to achieve an S



School-based Assessment 

Audit



School-based Assessment Audit
• The purpose is to check that the standards and requirements set out in study 

designs are being followed and that assessment is being carried out in line with 

the VCE assessment principles.

• Schools providing the VCE must deliver the course to the standards established 

by the VCAA, ensure the integrity of student assessments and ensure 

compliance with the requirements of the VCAA for the relevant assessment 

program. 

• All schools are audited annually for at least one VCE study and all VCE studies 

are subject to the School-based Assessment Audit. An increased number of 

schools are audited for VCE studies in the first year of implementation of a 

reaccredited VCE study design.



VCE Assessment principles

• VCE assessment should be valid and reasonable

• VCE assessment should be equitable

• VCE assessment should be balanced

• VCE assessment should be efficient



General advice on the audit
Two stages to the audit:

• The first stage consists of a study-specific audit questionnaire which is completed online by 

teachers on behalf of the school. 

• The responses provided by the school to the audit questionnaire enable the VCAA to 

determine if school-based assessment is following the specifications and requirements set 

out in the accredited VCE study design and the VCE assessment principles. 

• Depending on the outcome of the audit questionnaire, schools may be required to submit 

further evidence. This is the second stage.

• The further evidence requested may be on any aspect of the assessment, including tasks, 

assessment information provided to students, conditions of assessment, marking schemes 

or criteria, assessment timeline or moderation processes. 

• Samples of student work will only be requested if serious concern is raised. 

• The submission of further evidence is completed electronically.



Contact

Phil Feain – Digital Technologies Curriculum Manager (VCAA)

Ph: (03) 9059 5146

Philip.Feain@education.vic.gov.au


