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Outline of presentation

• Resources and documents

• VASS dates

• Nature and scope of the task

• Assessment criteria

• Authentication

• Assessment sheet

• Marking



Essential resources

• Algorithmics (HESS) study page

• Algorithmics (HESS) Study Design (2023–2026)

• Administrative information for School-based Assessment

• Support material

• Examination specifications and past examinations

• General advice on School-based Assessment audits

• VCAA Bulletin and Notices to Schools

• On-demand videos on the Algorithmics (HESS) study page.



Study Design for 2023 – 2026 
Study design is for 2023–2026

Includes details on:

• Accreditation period

• Introduction

• Assessment and reporting

• Units 3 and 4 Algorithmics

• Areas of study

• Outcomes

• Key knowledge

• Key skills

• School-based assessment:

- Satisfactory completion

- Assessment of levels of 

achievement

- Contribution to final 

assessment

- School-assessed Coursework

- School-assessed Task

• External assessment:

- End-of-year examination



Algorithmics (HESS) study page
The Algorithmics (HESS) study page includes content on:

• Study design

• Administrative information (SAT criteria)

• General advice on School-based Assessment audits

• Examination reports

• Examination specifications

• Past examinations

• Support material

‒ Planning

‒ Teaching and learning

‒ Assessment

‒ Professional learning videos (on-demand videos).



Support material

Content includes:

• Planning

− Developing a program

− Overviews of the Areas of Study

− Sample weekly planners for each unit

• Teaching and learning activities

− For each area of study

• Assessment

− Advice for each component of the SAT

− Sample approaches to developing an assessment task (SAC).



Administrative information for School-

based Assessment
Contains SAT criteria (performance descriptors) and authentication 

information, including record forms and the assessment sheet.

Content included for U3 O3, U4 O1 and U4 O2:

• Details regarding the SAT

‒ Nature of the task

‒ Scope of the task

• Assessment criteria (1–10) rubrics

• Authentication of the SAT

• Authentication record form

• Assessment sheet.

You should only be referring to the current year’s 

Administrative information only



VCAA Bulletin

The VCAA Bulletin is an official VCAA 

publication for Early Years, Foundation–10, 

VCE, VCAL and VET, published in ten 

editions each year. 

It is available by email subscription or can 

be downloaded as a PDF from the VCAA 

Bulletin index page.

If you aren't already a subscriber, please 

visit the VCAA Bulletin subscription 

webpage.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Subscribe.aspx


Notices to Schools
A Notice to Schools is an official 

communication to Victorian schools or 

Registered Training Organisations issued 

by the VCAA. 

Teachers can register for Notices through 

the school’s VASS administrator. 

The VCAA then processes these requests 

and updates the distribution lists used to 

send Notices to Schools.



Other important resources

This document 

should be used 

in conjunction 

with the annual 

Important 

Administrative 

Dates on the 

VCAA website.

This publication is a 

comprehensive guide 

for principals, teachers 

and administrators, 

outlining the rules, 

regulations 

and policies governing 

the delivery of the VCE 

and VCAL.

VCE and VCAL 

Administrative 

Handbook

Assessment 

Schedule



VASS dates



VASS dates

• Unit 3 School-assessed Task – July

- Algorithmics (HESS): Criteria 1–4

• Unit 4 School-assessed Task – November

- Algorithmics (HESS): Criteria 5–7

- Algorithmics (HESS): Criteria 8–10.

Teachers should be aware of the dates for submission of scores into VASS in July 

and November. These dates are published in the annual Important Administrative 

Dates and Assessment Schedule, published annually on the VCAA website. 

vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/schooladmin/admindates/index.aspx.

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/schooladmin/admindates/index.aspx


Nature and scope of the task



Nature of the task – Unit 3 Outcome 3



Scope of the task – Unit 3 Outcome 3



Scope of the task – Unit 3 Outcome 3



Scope of the task – Unit 3 Outcome 3



Nature of the task – Unit 4 Outcome 1 & 2



Scope of the task – Unit 4 Outcome 1 & 2



Scope of the task – Unit 4 Outcome 1 & 2



Scope of the task – Unit 4 Outcome 1 & 2



Scope of the task – Unit 4 Outcome 1 & 2



Assessment criteria



Criteria



Authentication



Authentication

• Teachers are reminded of the need to comply with the authentication 

requirements specified in the Assessment: School-based Assessment 

section of the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook. This is important 

to ensure that ‘undue assistance [is] not … provided to students while 

undertaking assessment tasks’.

• Teachers must be aware of the requirements for the authentication of the 

VCE Algorithmics (HESS) School-assessed Task.



Authentication record form



Assessment Sheet



Assessment Sheet



Marking



• Use the rubrics from the annual Administrative information for School-

based Assessment – Algorithmics (HESS)

• Mark the rubrics holistically

• Consider how you mark and the effect on statistical moderation on those 

marks

• The awarding of a 0 instead of an NA can affect the statistical moderation 

of your class results

Marking



• Late submission – this is a school-based decision with some flexibility

• NA is to be awarded when a criterion or group of is not observed and not 

submitted – can award a mark if observed and not submitted

• 0 is to be awarded when the work is submitted but does not meet the 

descriptors – students still need to be able to achieve an S

Marking



Review of presentation

In this video we looked at:

• Resources and documents

• VASS dates

• Nature and scope of the task

• Assessment criteria

• Authentication

• Assessment sheet

• Marking.



Contact

• Phil Feain – Digital Technologies Curriculum Manager 

(VCAA)

• Ph: (03) 9059 5146

• Philip.Feain@education.vic.gov.au




