Hello and welcome to the VCE Software Development - Unit 4 School-based Assessment on-demand video on the Unit 4 Outcome 1 SAT for 2021. The purpose of this video is to support teachers with understanding the SAT for Software Development. My name is Phil Feain and I'm the Curriculum Manager for Digital Technologies with the VCAA. 

The copyright in this PowerPoint presentation is owned by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority or in the case of some materials, by third parties. No part may be reproduced by any process except in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968 or with permission from the Copyright Officer at the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 

The purpose of this session is to build the capacity of teachers to assist their students to develop compliant, rigorous and engaging VCE assessment tasks in line with the VCE assessment principles and to provide a brief overview of the School-assessed Task for Unit 4 Outcome 1. 

Over the next few slides we'll have a look at the Unit 4 Outcome 1 SAT. The SAT has mandated assessment criteria and descriptors. These are published in the VCAA Administrative information for School-based Assessment on the Software Development study page. SATs are to be authenticated by the school. Teachers use the Authentication record form in the Administrative information for School-based Assessment. A very important document is the Administrative information for School-based Assessment. This document contains information relevant to the SAT as well as the authentication and assessment of the SAT. This document is updated every year and teachers are to ensure they use the 2021 document for 2021. 

The document contains the SAT criteria and authentication information, including record forms and the assessment sheet. The SAT contributes 30 per cent to the study score. The VASS submission date for Unit 4 Outcome 1 is Wednesday, the 3rd of November 2021. Only refer to the Administrative information for SAT criteria. The Administrative information for School-based Assessment is a document you should be following for the SAT. It is available on the Software Development study page. It includes: Details relating to the SAT. The outcome statement. The nature of the task. The scope of the task. SAT criteria. Authentication and the Assessment sheet. 

This is Criterion 6 which involves skills in using a programming language to develop the software solution. In this criterion students are to: Use a range of appropriate processing features. Write comprehensive internal documentation. Apply appropriate validation techniques and document evidence of critical and creative thinking through the modification of designs and evaluation criteria. 

This is Criterion 7 which involve skills in managing data and files, and testing the software solution. In this criterion students are to: Organise and manipulate appropriate data structures efficiently to manage data and files. Propose and implement procedures to manage the security of data and files and document the use of testing techniques and test data. 

This is Criterion 8 which involves skills in conducting usability testing. In this criterion students are to: Prepare and conduct usability tests. Document the results of the usability tests and document the modifications to the software solution based on the results of the usability testing. 

This is Criterion 9 which involves skills in evaluating the software solution. In this criterion students are to: Propose strategies for evaluating the efficiency and effectiveness of the software solution. Document the evaluation of the efficiency and effectiveness of the software solution in meeting requirements. Document the evaluation of how the development model assisted in the development of the software solution and document evidence of critical and creative thinking through the evaluation of the analysis, design and development stages and improvements to the solution. 

This is Criterion 10 which involves skills in assessing the project plan. In this criterion students are to: Document the modifications made to the initial project plan throughout the duration of the project and assess the effectiveness of the project plan. 

This is the Authentication record form for Unit 4 Outcome 1. It is to be used by the teacher to write comments for observation and submission of student work. Both teachers and students are to sign and date their initials for each observation and submission. This record form should be updated regularly during the course of the SAT being completed. 

This is the Assessment Sheet for scores to be added and submitted through VASS. All 10 criteria for the SAT are listed on this page with spaces provided for each of the scores. The last five scores will be filled in for the SAT in Unit 4 Outcome 1. Be aware that: NA is to be awarded when a criterion or group of criteria is not observed and not submitted. Teachers can award a mark if they have observed student work and the student has not submitted it. Zero is to be awarded when the work is submitted but does not meet the descriptors. However, students still need to be able to achieve an S. The VASS date for the submission of the Unit 4 Outcome 1 SAT scores for Criteria 6-10 is Wednesday, the 3rd of November 2021. 

You need to be aware of possible issues when using commercial instructions for the School-assessed Task. There are several potential concerns. Teachers often use commercial instructions without checking them against the study design to see that they meet the outcome statement, key knowledge and key skills. They should also be checked against the Administrative information for School-based Assessment to ensure they meet the nature and scope of the task as well as the criteria. Instructions can include content for assessment that is outside the scope of the outcome. Ensure that all content is within the scope of the outcome. Remove or modify content outside the scope of the outcome. Instructions can often be very detailed telling students what to do as part of a step-by-step process throughout the SAT. This creates the potential for undue assistance. Detailed instructions need to be modified. Sometimes instructions can contain modified assessment criteria for the SAT. The VCAA Administrative information for School-based Assessment for Software Development is the mandated criteria and the only criteria to be used. 

Thank you for watching this presentation. If you have any questions regarding Software Development you can contact Phil Feain, Digital Technologies Curriculum Manager at the details below.

Phil Feain, Curriculum Manager – Digital Technologies, tel: 03 9059 5146, email: Philip.Feain@education.vic.gov.au
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