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Important information

Accreditation period
Units 1 and 2: 1 January 2019 – 31 December 2027 
Units 3 and 4: 1 January 2020 – 31 December 2027

The accreditation period for Units 1 and 2 commences on 1 January 2019. 
The accreditation period for Units 3 and 4 commences on 1 January 2020.

Other sources of information
The VCAA Bulletin is the only official source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. The Bulletin 
also regularly includes advice on VCE studies. It is the responsibility of each VCE teacher to refer to each 
issue of the Bulletin. The Bulletin is available as an e-newsletter via free subscription on the VCAA’s website at:  
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au.

To assist teachers in developing courses, the VCAA publishes online the Advice for teachers, which includes 
teaching and learning activities for Units 1–4, and advice on assessment tasks and performance level descriptors 
for School-assessed Coursework in Units 3 and 4.

The current VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook contains essential information on assessment processes 
and other procedures.

VCE providers
Throughout this study design the term ‘school’ is intended to include both schools and other VCE providers.

Copyright
VCE schools may reproduce parts of this study design for use by teachers. The full VCAA Copyright Policy is 
available at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx.
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Introduction

The language
The language to be studied and assessed is modern standard German. The German language is a pluricentric 
language with different national standards in Austria, Germany and Switzerland and with regional varieties across 
Europe. Students are required to know that different standard versions exist in written and spoken German, but 
they are not required to study them.

Scope of study
VCE German focuses on student participation in interpersonal communication, interpreting the language of other 
speakers, and presenting information and ideas in German on a range of themes and topics. Students develop 
and extend skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing in German in a range of contexts and develop 
cultural understanding in interpreting and creating language. 

Students develop their understanding of the relationships between language and culture in new contexts and 
consider how these relationships shape communities. Throughout the study students are given opportunities 
to make connections and comparisons based on personal reflections about the role of language and culture in 
communication and in personal identity. 

Rationale
The study of German contributes to student personal development in a range of areas including communication 
skills, intercultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. Learning and using 
an additional language encourages students to examine the influences on their perspectives and society, and 
to consider issues important for effective personal, social and international communication. It enables students 
to examine the nature of language, including their own, and the role of culture in language, communication and 
identity. By understanding the process of language learning, students can apply skills and knowledge to other 
contexts and languages. Learning a language engages analytical and reflective capabilities and enhances critical 
and creative thinking.

The study of German provides students with the ability to understand and use a language that is spoken across 
Europe. German is the official language of Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Belgium, Luxembourg 
and South Tyrol in Italy. It is also one of the official languages of the European Union. 

As well as being used within communities across Europe, Latin America and Africa, there is a significant German 
heritage within Australia. Knowledge of the German language provides direct access to the cultures, traditions, 
beliefs, attitudes and values of these communities. 

The study of German develops students’ ability to understand and use a language which has long been recognised 
as a world language of culture, music, theology and philosophy, as well as a key language in the fields of science, 
medicine, engineering, architecture, economics and technology. German-speaking countries have emerged as 
strong international leaders in trade, commerce, politics, environment and sustainability.

The study of a specific language exposes students to different experiences and perspectives at a personal level. 
It encourages students to be open to different ways of thinking, acting and interacting in the world, even beyond the 
language being studied and their own language. A broad range of social, economic and vocational opportunities 
result from study in a second language. Students are able to engage with German-speaking communities in Australia 
and internationally in a variety of endeavours. 
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Aims
This study enables students to:

• communicate with others in German in interpersonal, interpretive and presentational contexts

• understand the relationship between language and culture 

• compare cultures and languages and enhance intercultural awareness

• understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which German is spoken

• learn about language as a system and themselves as language learners

• make connections between different languages, knowledge and ways of thinking 

• become part of multilingual communities by applying language learning to social and leisure activities, life-long 
learning and the world of work.

Structure
The study is made up of four units. Each unit deals with language and specific content contained in the areas of 
study and is designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described 
in terms of key knowledge and key skills.

Entry
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence. 
Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. All VCE studies 
are benchmarked against comparable national and international curricula.

VCE German is designed for students who have typically studied the language for at least 200 hours prior to 
the commencement of Unit 1.

Duration
Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction.

Changes to the study design
During its period of accreditation minor changes to the study will be announced in the VCAA Bulletin. The Bulletin 
is the only source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. It is the responsibility of each VCE teacher to 
monitor changes or advice about VCE studies published in the Bulletin.

Monitoring for quality
As part of ongoing monitoring and quality assurance, the VCAA will periodically undertake an audit of VCE German to 
ensure the study is being taught and assessed as accredited. The details of the audit procedures and requirements 
are published annually in the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook. Schools will be notified if they are required 
to submit material to be audited.
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Safety and wellbeing
It is the responsibility of the school to ensure that duty of care is exercised in relation to the health and safety of 
all students undertaking the study. 

Employability skills
This study offers a number of opportunities for students to develop employability skills. The Advice for teachers 
provides specific examples of how students can develop employability skills during learning activities and assessment 
tasks.

Legislative compliance
When collecting and using information, the provisions of privacy and copyright legislation, such as the Victorian 
Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and Health Records Act 2001, and the federal Privacy Act 1988 and 
Copyright Act 1968, must be met.
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Assessment and reporting

Satisfactory completion
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on the teacher’s decision that the student has demonstrated 
achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Demonstration of achievement of outcomes and 
satisfactory completion of a unit are determined by evidence gained through the assessment of a range of learning 
activities and tasks. 

Teachers must develop courses that provide appropriate opportunities for students to demonstrate satisfactory 
achievement of outcomes. 

The decision about satisfactory completion of a unit is distinct from the assessment of levels of achievement. 
Schools will report a student’s result for each unit to the VCAA as S (Satisfactory) or N (Not Satisfactory).

Levels of achievement

Units 1 and 2
Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. Assessment 
of levels of achievement for these units will not be reported to the VCAA. Schools may choose to report levels of 
achievement using grades, descriptive statements or other indicators.

Units 3 and 4
The VCAA specifies the assessment procedures for students undertaking scored assessment in Units 3 and 4. 
Designated assessment tasks are provided in the details for each unit in the VCE study design.

The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework (SAC) 
as specified in the VCE study design and external assessment.  

The VCAA will report the student’s level of achievement on each assessment component as a grade from 
A+ to E or UG (ungraded). To receive a study score the student must achieve two or more graded assessments 
and receive S for both Units 3 and 4. The study score is reported on a scale of 0–50; it is a measure of how well 
the student performed in relation to all others who took the study. Teachers should refer to the current VCE and 
VCAL Administrative Handbook for details on graded assessment and calculation of the study score. Percentage 
contributions to the study score in VCE German are as follows:

• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• Examinations*: oral component and written component: 50 per cent.

Details of the assessment program are described in the sections on Units 3 and 4 in this study design.

Authentication
Work related to the outcomes of each unit will be accepted only if the teacher can attest that, to the best of their 
knowledge, all unacknowledged work is the student’s own. Teachers need to refer to the current VCE and VCAL 
Administrative Handbook for authentication procedures.

*A single grade is awarded. 
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Cross-study specifications
For the purposes of this study the following specifications apply across all units. Details of the scope of each 
specification are provided in the unit overviews and in the introduction to the relevant areas of study.

Themes and topics are prescribed and create a framework of content for the activities and tasks that students 
undertake for the areas of study in each unit. Language content suited to the level and scope of the themes and 
topics is also specified and includes grammar, text types and writing styles that students are expected to be familiar 
with by the end of Unit 4. There is no prescribed order in which this learning should occur.

Communicating and understanding languages and cultures
VCE language study is underpinned by the concepts of communicating and understanding languages and cultures. 
There are five macro skills that inform all language use: listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing. Connections, 
comparisons and communities provide the context for learning each specific language while the interpersonal, 
interpretive and presentational contexts define the ways in which students use the language they are studying. 
The integration of these contexts through the teaching and learning program enables students to develop their 
understanding and skills in the language.
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Communicating
VCE German requires communication in German in a variety of situations and for multiple purposes. These purposes 
include socialising, exchanging information, creating texts, interpreting from one language to another and reflecting 
on language experiences to improve communication in the future. 

Interpersonal communication
Interpersonal communication requires interaction with other speakers of the language in oral or written form. 
Information is exchanged in a manner that is accessible to others, offers coherent views and stimulates reasoned 
responses in German in a range of contexts. 

Interactions will relate to the themes and topics selected for the unit and may include text types such as a 
conversation, email exchange, letter, participation in a debate, telephone call, text message or discussion.
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Interpretive communication
Interpretive communication requires the location, interpretation and analysis of information obtained in German. 
The content is drawn from the themes and topics selected for the unit and includes listening and reading texts and 
may include visual materials that reflect some aspect of language or culture.   

Presentational communication
Content related to the themes and topics selected for the unit is presented to a specified audience in oral or written 
form in German, and may include visual, movement or musical elements. In Units 1 and 2, the presentation focus 
is on introducing cultural aspects associated with German-speaking communities to a specific audience, through 
narration, recounting and explaining in an informative and engaging way. In Units 3 and 4, the focus is on integrating 
concepts, information and ideas from a range of sources, and presenting them to persuade an audience, to reflect 
and express ideas, explain a point of view or evaluate information. 

Understanding languages and cultures
Understanding languages and cultures requires an investigation of the roles of language and culture in shaping 
meaning and reflection on the practices, cultural products and perspectives of the cultures of German-speaking 
communities. 

Connections
The study of any language provides access to additional information on new and familiar topics, including those of 
immediate interest and relevance to students. Within the themes and topics selected for each unit, students are 
encouraged to draw on perspectives and ways of thinking and acting in the world which complement what they 
have learned in their own language from other disciplines, research or informal sources. 

Intercultural awareness requires students to reflect on the ways that culture influences how language is used and 
received. Students consider the process of learning another language, investigating another culture or participating 
as a global citizen in areas such as travel, tourism, work, economic activity or research.

Comparisons
Comparisons are undertaken between German and other languages, including English,  to reflect on the dynamic 
nature of language, the notion of language as a system, limitations on equivalence between languages and the 
interplay between language, culture and the individual.

Language is used to reflect on and explain the similarities and differences between the cultures studied and 
the student’s own culture/s. 

Communities 
Within the themes and topics selected for each unit, students investigate a variety of cultural products and practices 
and their use or role in German-speaking communities. Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse 
range of texts, activities and creations. These may include the following: stories, poems, plays, novels, songs, films, 
photographs, artworks, architecture, technology, food, clothing, sports and festivals. Students identify aspects of 
cultural products or practices that originate in or are influenced by the language and cultures of German-speaking 
communities in their own lives. 
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Prescribed themes and topics
There are three prescribed themes for study in VCE German:

• The individual

• The German-speaking communities

• The world around us

These themes have a number of prescribed topics and suggested subtopics. 

All the themes and topics are to be studied over the course of Units 1–4. The order in which the themes and 
topics are studied is not prescribed; teachers may choose which themes and topics are studied for each unit. 

In each unit, the learning program will include topics from more than one theme and at least one topic and 
subtopic for each area of study. The subtopic will provide the context for teaching, learning and assessment of 
achievement. 

Consideration should be given to the appropriateness of topics and subtopics in terms of creating logically 
sequenced language skill development and for the depth of study required in each unit. It is not expected that all 
topics will require the same amount of study time and some may be more suited to Units 1 and 2 or to Units 3 and 4, 
depending on the learning program. 

Prescribed themes and topics, and suggested subtopics

The individual The German-speaking  
communities

The world around us

• Personal identity and lifestyles
For example, daily life, personal 
opinions and values, adolescence, 
cultural identity and intercultural 
connections, health and wellbeing, 
rights and responsibilities, leisure.

• Cultural heritage
For example, customs and 
traditions, celebrations, festivals 
and entertainment, the arts, 
legends and fairytales.

• Global and contemporary 
society
For example, globalisation, global 
citizenship, environment and 
sustainability, migration, tourism 
and travel, diversity.

• Relationships
For example, family and friends, 
school and social relationships, 
neighbourhood and community, 
intergenerational relationships.

• Historical and contemporary  
perspectives
For example, important historical 
events in German-speaking 
countries, important historical 
figures, famous contemporary 
people (for example in the arts, 
sciences, sports, business), 
influence of the past on the 
present.

• Communication and media
For example, the internet, social 
media and its influence, advertising 
and its impact.

• Aspirations, education and 
careers
For example, future aspirations  
and career choices, challenges  
and goals, experiences of 
schooling, lifelong learning,  
flexible work-life balance.

• Lifestyles in German-speaking 
countries and communities
For example, regional variations, 
the migration experience, German 
settlements in Australia.

• The influence of science and 
technology
For example, impact of information 
technology on society and work, 
sources of energy, innovations and 
research in science and technology.

Note: Bold = Prescribed themes, Bold Italics = Prescribed topics, Italics = Suggested subtopics.
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Text types
Students come into contact with a wide range of texts when undertaking VCE German and practise listening, 
speaking, reading, writing and viewing skills through texts of all types. The texts used by students to practise 
receptive language skills (listening, reading and viewing) should be chosen for their suitability to develop student 
learning in the selected subtopics for each unit. The demands on students are greater when producing original texts 
(spoken or written). Productive activities must be appropriate to the level of language learning of the students. For 
the purpose of this study, viewed texts may include photographs, pictures, posters, films or film clips, captioned 
illustrations or maps related to the subtopic. It is important that students have an awareness of the features, context, 
purpose and audience of each text used and the text type in general.

The text types that students can reasonably be expected to produce by the completion of this study include:

Announcement Email Report

Article Interview Review

Biography/Autobiography Journal entry Role-play

Blog Letter (formal or informal) Script of a speech or talk

Editorial Personal profile Story

Writing styles
Students are expected to be able to produce different styles of writing. Writing styles include: personal, imaginative, 
persuasive, informative and evaluative. 

While students need to be aware of the general features of the writing styles, teaching and learning activities 
should clearly define the context, purpose and audience to provide direction for students on managing the writing 
style required for each activity.

Vocabulary
There is no prescribed vocabulary list for VCE German. Students are expected to be familiar with a range of 
vocabulary and idioms relevant to the themes and topics prescribed in the study design.
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Grammar
Students are expected to recognise and use the following grammatical items: 

Adjectives Common adjectives schön, erstaunlich

Agreement, predicative and attribute 
positions

Der Film ist spannend. 
Es war ein tolles Spiel.

Demonstrative dieser, jener.

Indefinite jeder, mancher, irgendein, alle, andere, etc.

Possessive mein, dein, sein, etc.

Comparative and superlative Nimm das gröβere Stück! 
Das ist eines der besten Restaurants hier.

Adverbs Positive, comparative, superlative schnell, schneller, am schnellsten

Articles Definite der, die, das

Indefinite ein, eine, ein

Negative kein, keine, kein

Nouns Gender, number, cases (nominative, 
accusative, dative, genitive)

Adjectival nouns Unsere Bekannten wohnen in der Schweiz. 
Er hat viel Gutes getan.

Infinitives used as nouns Lachen tut gut. 
Sie muss das Lesen üben.

Prepositions The cases with prepositions Er sitzt in dem Klassenzimmer. 
Er geht in das Klassenzimmer.

Contracted forms with articles zur, am, beim, vom, etc…

Wo(r)- and da(r)- compounds worauf, wozu, darauf, damit, etc.

Pronouns Demonstrative der, dieser, jener, derjenige, derselbe, etc.

Indefinite man, etwas, jemand, niemand, alle, andere, etc.

Interrogative wer, wen, was, wo(r)- compounds, etc.

Personal (nominative, accusative, 
dative cases)

ich, du, er, etc.

Reflexive mich, dich, mir, dir, sich, uns, euch

Relative (all four cases) der, die, das, den, etc. 
wer, was, wo(r)-compounds.
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Verbs Tenses:

Regular (weak) and  
irregular (strong)

Present Er liest einen Roman.

Perfect Letzten Monat sind wir nach Europa geflogen.

Future Du wirst viel sehen.

Imperfect Das Wetter war herrlich.

Pluperfect Sie hatte ihre Tasche daheim vergessen.

Using the present plus an adverb 
indicating future

Morgen geht er wieder zur Arbeit.

Inseparable Sie bekommen oft gute Noten.

Separable Wir nehmen unsere Freunde mit.

Reflexive Die Kinder freuten sich auf die Ferien. 
Ich wasche mir die Haare.

Modals dürfen, können, mögen, müssen, sollen, wollen

Mood:

Imperative Sag es!

Subjunctive 2 (in requests, and 
conditional clauses)

würde, hätte, wäre, könnte, müsste, sollte 
Könnte ich bitte etwas bestellen? 
Wenn sie mehr Zeit hätten, würden sie hier 
bleiben.

Passive voice Mehrere Filme wurden darüber gedreht. 
Ihm wird viel geholfen. 
Der Tisch muss abgeräumt werden.

Impersonal expressions Es gibt….,  es stimmt ..., es ist schade…, etc.

Infinitive with verbs of perception and 
motion

Er sah den Zug kommen. 
Sie gehen einkaufen.

Infinitive with lassen Er hat sich die Haare schneiden lassen.

Verbs taking prepositional objects Interessieren Sie sich für das Angebot?

Verbs taking the dative Die Gasemissionen schaden der Umwelt

Sentence structure 
and word order

The various parts of the sentence 
(subject, direct object, indirect object, 
etc…)

Statements, questions, commands

Subordinate/main clauses Wenn er ankommt, soll er uns anrufen.

Conjunctions:

Coordinating und, aber, oder, denn, sondern

Subordinating wenn, obwohl, weil, etc.
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Correlative weder… noch, entweder…..oder, nicht nur….. 
sondern, sowohl…als auch

Relative clauses Wie heiβen die Leute, die uns begrüβt haben? 
Es war das Schönste, was ich je gemacht habe.

Indirect questions Ich möchte gern wissen, wie er heißt.

Position of nicht in a clause Wir haben das Auto nicht gekauft.

Position of adverbs and adverbial 
phrases- time, manner, place

Wir verbringen jedes Jahr unseren Urlaub mit 
ihnen in Südtirol. 
Ab und zu fahren wir mit dem Auto in die Stadt.

Position of past participles Dafür haben wir noch nichts getan.

Infinitives with zu and um…zu Habt ihr Lust, mit uns zu kommen? 
Um die Umwelt zu schützen, fährt sie nur mit 
dem Rad.
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Unit 1
In this unit students develop an understanding of the language and culture/s of German-speaking communities 
through the study of three or more topics from the prescribed themes listed on page 11. Each area of study in the 
unit must focus on a different subtopic. Students access and share useful information on the topics and subtopics 
through German and consolidate and extend vocabulary and grammar knowledge and language skills. They focus 
on analysing cultural products or practices including visual, spoken or written texts. 

Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. These may 
include the following: stories, poems, plays, novels, songs, films, photographs, artworks, architecture, technology, 
food, clothing, sports and festivals. Students apply acquired knowledge of the German culture and language to 
new contexts.

Students reflect on the interplay between language and culture, and its impact on the individual’s language use 
in specific contexts and for specific audiences. 

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 9–10 of this study design. 

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication 
In this area of study students develop their skills and knowledge to establish and maintain an informal, personal, 
spoken interaction in German on a selected subtopic.

Students consider language as a tool for communication and focus on language important for effective 
participation in spoken interaction. They develop their understanding that the content and the direction of an 
exchange are influenced by the participants and the purpose of the interaction, and consider the influence of 
cultural perspectives on meaning and mutual understanding. 

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to exchange meaning in a spoken interaction in German. 

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for exchanging information on the selected subtopic

• oral language for participating in an informal, personal, spoken interaction in German, including idioms

• language and behaviours required to effectively initiate, maintain and close a spoken exchange 

• a range of expectations of the participants in the spoken interaction, depending on age, status and other 
relevant considerations.

Key skills
• discuss the selected subtopic

• link and sequence ideas and information 

• recognise and respond to cues for turn-taking 

• use a range of question and answer forms

• self-correct language use as appropriate 
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• use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress 

• use appropriate forms of address and non-verbal forms of communication, such as eye contact and gestures 

• recognise meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English 

• use language that conveys intended meaning, taking into account cultural perspectives.

Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication
In this area of study students locate and use information from two texts in German, chosen from a written, spoken 
or audiovisual format. They develop skills and knowledge to read, listen to or view texts in German effectively, 
to summarise content and to combine information from the texts in written responses in German and English. 
The subtopic selected for the texts will be drawn from the prescribed themes and topics and should provide an 
opportunity for students to learn about the culture/s of the German-speaking communities.

In preparation for understanding and interpreting information on the selected subtopic, students consider 
relevant content, language and cultural information. They focus on language important for presenting information 
in written form, such as answering questions or writing for a specific purpose and audience. Students identify and 
clarify aspects of language and culture in the texts.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret information from two texts on the same subtopic 
presented in German, and respond in writing in German and in English.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge 
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information on the subtopic

• conventions of text types and language for relaying information in writing.

Key skills
• identify key concepts from written, spoken or audiovisual texts in German

• differentiate between general meaning and specific meaning

• link ideas and information from the two selected texts

• recognise and interpret expressions without a direct equivalent in English

• use suitable written German for the purposes of the text type, such as levels of formality or abbreviated 
language 

• use appropriate spelling, grammar, layout and punctuation

• self-correct language use as appropriate.
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Area of Study 3

Presentational communication
Students present content related to the selected subtopic in German in written form, which may include supporting 
visual elements. Students develop a presentation that recounts, narrates, entertains, retells or interprets information, 
concepts and ideas for a specific audience. 

The presentation will feature cultural products or practices from German-speaking communities which can be 
drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to present information, concepts and ideas in writing in 
German on the selected subtopic and for a specific audience and purpose.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge 
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for conveying information on the subtopic

• conventions of a written presentation in German 

• presentation methods such as awareness and engagement of audience and clarity of information.

Key skills
• use strategies for creating an original text in German, such as planning, drafting, self-correcting and use of 

dictionaries

• sequence ideas logically and to engage the audience

• use suitably written German and other elements as appropriate to the text type, purpose and audience for the 
presentation 

• use stylistic features appropriate to the text type, such as headings, repetition and exclamations

• identify and explain language and aspects of culture requiring interpretation 

• use appropriate spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Assessment
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks that 
provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study, including the key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes, should be used for course 
design and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. Assessment tasks must be a part of the 
regular teaching and learning program and relate to the selected subtopic. They should be completed mainly in 
class and within a limited timeframe.

All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school-based. Procedures for assessment of levels of achievement in 
Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.

For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set, these outcomes encompass the 
areas of study in the unit. 
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Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:

Outcome 1 
• Participate in a conversation, interview or role-play

• Give a talk to the class about the selected subtopic, asking and answering questions.

Outcome 2 
• Write a descriptive summary of a film including information from a review of the film

• Listen to a conversation and view a map to write directions 

• Read an article and listen to an announcement to write instructions.

Outcome 3 
• Create a written presentation which may include pictures; this may be supported by media such as Photo 

Story or PowerPoint

• Write an imaginative children’s story.

Where teachers allow students to choose between tasks, they must ensure that the tasks they set are of 
comparable scope and demand.
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Unit 2
In this unit students develop an understanding of aspects of language and culture through the study of three or 
more topics from the prescribed themes listed on page 11. Each area of study must focus on a different subtopic. 
Students analyse visual, spoken and written texts. They access and share useful information on the topics and 
subtopics through German and consolidate and extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language skills. 

Cultural products or practices can be used to demonstrate how culture and perspectives may vary between 
communities. Students reflect on the interplay between language and culture, and its impact on meaning, 
understanding and the individual’s language use in specific contexts and for specific audiences. 

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 9–10 of this study design. 

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication 
In this area of study students participate in a written exchange in German. They develop skills and knowledge that 
enable them to read, listen to and view texts in German and to develop a suitable response in German. The stimulus 
material may be in spoken or written form, such as a letter, telephone message, video call or email, and may be 
accompanied by visual information, such as maps, advertisements, menus, photographs, film clips or diagrams. 

In preparation for engaging with the subtopic, students consider relevant content, language and cultural 
information. They focus on language that is important for writing for a specific purpose and audience. Students 
identify and clarify aspects of language in the exchange and account for the influence of cultural perspectives on 
meaning and mutual understanding. 

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond in writing in German to spoken, written or visual 
texts presented in German. 

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding and conveying general information and information on the 
subtopic

• conventions of text types and language for relaying information in writing

• nature of direct, indirect and rhetorical questions in German.

Key skills
• use strategies for identifying key concepts and information from written, spoken, visual or audiovisual texts in 

German

• respond to requests or questions and link to ideas and information provided in the exchange

• differentiate between general meaning and specific meaning

• use appropriate spelling, grammar, layout and punctuation

• self-correct language use as appropriate.
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Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication
In this area of study students extract information from texts provided in German and respond to the texts in writing 
using elements of this information. They develop skills and knowledge to read, listen to or view texts in German 
and to use information in a new context. The topic selected for the texts will be drawn from the prescribed themes, 
with students developing their understanding of the culture/s of German-speaking communities.

In preparation for understanding and interpreting information on the topic, students consider relevant content, 
language and cultural information. They focus on language that is important for identifying and synthesising 
information presented in German and for recounting information in German. They recognise and account for other 
perspectives in their interpretation of information, ideas and opinions. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from written, spoken or visual 
texts to produce an extended written response in German.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge 
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information on the subtopic

• conventions of text types and language for commenting in writing on information, ideas and opinions.

Key skills
• use strategies for identifying relevant concepts and detailed information in written, spoken or visual texts in 

German 

• evaluate, select and use relevant information 

• link detailed ideas and information from the stimulus material with general knowledge of the topic 

• recognise meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English 

• self-correct language use as appropriate

• use suitable written German for the purposes of the text type and audience, such as an appropriate level of 
formality  

• use appropriate spelling, grammar, layout and punctuation.

Area of Study 3

Presentational communication
In this area of study students research cultural products or practices that demonstrate an aspect of the culture 
studied. They develop an oral presentation in German on an aspect of the selected subtopic of interest to them. 

Students consider relevant content, language and cultural information that can be used in the development of 
their oral presentation. They focus on skills and knowledge that enable them to read, listen to and view texts in 
German and to speak about cultural connections and comparisons. 
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Students may consider aspects of culture such as:

• cultural products or practices that demonstrate cultural differences between different German-speaking 
communities

• the cultural dimension underpinning social behavioural norms, social expectations and the way individuals 
engage with the world

• differences and similarities between German-speaking and other communities and social structures

• the interplay between culture and the individual, including attitudes to social conformity.  

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain information, ideas and concepts orally in German 
to a specific audience about an aspect of culture within communities where German is spoken.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge
• one or more aspects of the culture of German-speaking communities  

• concepts and ideas that reflect the selected subtopic

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information orally

• text and language conventions used in written, spoken and visual texts in German

• the focus, purpose and subject matter of the presentation.

Key skills
• identify cultural meaning in written, spoken or audiovisual texts in German

• select relevant examples to demonstrate an aspect of culture

• create an original oral presentation in German that explains one or more aspects of culture 

• sequence ideas logically

• use suitable oral German and other elements as appropriate to the text type, purpose and audience for the 
presentation

• use visual, digital media or other resources to support the presentation 

• self-correct language use as appropriate

• use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress.

Assessment
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks that 
provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design 
and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. Assessment tasks must be a part of the regular 
teaching and learning program and relate to the selected subtopic. They should be completed mainly in class and 
within a limited timeframe.

All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school-based. Procedures for assessment of levels of achievement in 
Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.

For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set, these outcomes encompass the 
areas of study in the unit. 
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Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:

Outcome 1 
• Write a personal answer to an email

• Write an informative blog in response to texts

• Respond in a written letter to a radio announcement or editorial.

Outcome 2 
• Describe in writing an experience seen from different perspectives 

• Write a reflective article on a cultural insight, such as the attitudes of German-speaking people in Australia and 
elsewhere to traditional customs 

• Evaluate opposing arguments put forward on an issue such as attitudes to health or the long-term impact of 
social media on society. 

Outcome 3
• Narrate a life story, event or incident that highlights an aspect of culture 

• Tell the class a personal or reflective story about a cultural event 

• Present and explain an aspect of culture, referring to a portfolio or a PowerPoint presentation.

Where teachers allow students to choose between tasks, they must ensure that the tasks they set are of 
comparable scope and demand.
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Unit 3
In this unit students investigate the way German speakers interpret and express ideas, and negotiate and persuade 
in German through the study of three or more subtopics from the prescribed themes and topics. Each area of 
study must cover a different subtopic, though teachers may choose to teach more than one subtopic in an area 
of study. Students interpret information, inform others, and reflect upon and develop persuasive arguments. They 
access and share useful information on the subtopics through German, and consolidate and extend vocabulary 
and grammar knowledge and language skills. 

Students consider the influence of language and culture in shaping meaning and reflect on the practices, products 
and perspectives of the cultures of German-speaking communities. They reflect on how knowledge of German 
and German-speaking communities can be applied in a range of contexts and endeavours, such as further study, 
travel, business or community involvement.

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 9–10 of this study design. 

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication 
In this area of study students develop skills and knowledge to resolve a personal issue by negotiating a mutually 
agreeable outcome in a spoken exchange in German on a selected subtopic. Students research relevant content, 
language and cultural information, in particular that associated with acknowledging other speakers’ points of 
view, and negotiating and persuading in culturally appropriate ways. They consider the interplay between cultural 
perspectives and mutual understanding, and focus on language important for effective participation in spoken 
interactions in German. Students develop their understanding that language choices influence outcomes and 
impressions created in the exchange.

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a spoken exchange in German to resolve 
a personal issue.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for interpreting information, and negotiating and expressing a point of view 
or preference

• oral language and behaviours required to effectively initiate, maintain and close a spoken exchange, including 
strategies for revisiting unresolved issues and confirming outcomes

• negotiation strategies including acknowledging and linking to other speakers and offering compromises.

Key skills
• exchange relevant information 

• link ideas in a logical and persuasive way 

• recognise meaning in terms and concepts with implied meaning or without a direct equivalent in English 

• use language that conveys intended meaning, taking into account cultural perspectives 

• understand expectations and influences on participants in the interaction and use negotiation strategies
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• clarify decisions and ensure agreed outcomes are reached

• self-correct language use as appropriate

• use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress

• use appropriate forms of address and non-verbal forms of communication

• recognise and respond to questions and cues for turn-taking.

Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication
In this area of study students extract information from three or more texts relating to the selected subtopic, and 
create written responses to specific questions or instructions in German. Students synthesise information from 
written, spoken and visual texts.

Students consider relevant content, language and cultural information from three or more texts to identify and 
interpret key ideas and detail on the selected subtopic. Texts could include extracts, articles, blogs, webpages, 
postcards, stories, podcasts, songs, plays, news items, films, photographs, maps and other written, spoken or 
viewed texts. Students connect and compare ideas and identify different points of view or perspectives in each 
of the texts. 

Students respond to the texts in writing in German. They consider the influence of language, culture, social 
norms and ways of thinking in shaping meaning and the sequencing of ideas in the response.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret information from texts and write responses in 
German.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge 
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic 

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information on the selected 
subtopic

• conventions of text types and language for conveying information in writing.

Key skills
• interpret relevant concepts and detailed information from written, spoken and visual texts in German 

• recognise meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English 

• link ideas and information from the texts in a logical way 

• use appropriate spelling, grammar and punctuation

• self-correct language use as appropriate

• use suitable written German for the audience, purpose and text type.
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Area of Study 3

Presentational communication
In this area of study students create an extended original piece of personal, informative or imaginative writing in 
German to express ideas, thoughts or responses on an aspect of the selected subtopic.

Students analyse and reflect on content related to the selected subtopic to assist in identifying aspects suited 
to reflection, informing or storytelling. They may use cultural products or practices as stimulus material for their 
writing. Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. Students 
consider the language and features of the types of text they encounter to ensure that their writing includes culturally 
appropriate content.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to express ideas in a personal, informative or imaginative 
piece of writing in German.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge
• features of a range of personal, informative or imaginative written texts in German 

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for expressing personal ideas, retelling information or storytelling

• methods of presenting direct and reported speech

• appropriate language and layout for the selected text type.

Key skills
• use strategies for creating an original text in German, including planning, drafting, self-correcting and use of 

dictionaries 

• use appropriate tenses, time words, levels of language and register 

• sequence ideas appropriately and in accordance with the features of the text type to engage readers

• use stylistic features, language, layout and other elements appropriate to the text type, purpose and audience 
of the writing

• use appropriate spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

School-based assessment

Satisfactory completion
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide 
a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design 
and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. 
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Assessment of levels of achievement
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. School-assessed 
Coursework tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly add to the 
workload associated with that program. They must relate to the selected subtopic and be completed mainly in 
class and within a limited timeframe. All responses for this unit are to be in German. 

Where teachers provide a range of options for the same School-assessed Coursework task, they should ensure 
that the options are of comparable scope and demand. 

The types and range of forms of School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes are prescribed within the study 
design. The VCAA publishes Advice for teachers for this study, which includes advice on the design of assessment 
tasks and the assessment of student work for a level of achievement.

Teachers will provide to the VCAA a numerical score representing an assessment of the student’s level of 
achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the performance of each student on the 
tasks set out in the following table.

Contribution to final assessment

School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score. 

Outcomes Marks allocated Assessment tasks

Outcome 1

Participate in a spoken exchange in German 
to resolve a personal issue.

20 A three- to four-minute role-play, focusing on 
negotiating a solution to a personal issue.

Outcome 2

Interpret information from texts and write 
responses in German.

15
Responses to specific questions or instructions  
using information extracted from written, spoken  
and viewed texts on the selected subtopic.

Outcome 3

Express ideas in a personal, informative or 
imaginative piece of writing in German. 

15 An approximately 250-word personal, informative or 
imaginative piece of writing.

Total marks 50

External assessment
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year examinations, which together will 
contribute 50 per cent to the study score.
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Unit 4
In this unit students investigate aspects of culture through the study of two or more subtopics from the prescribed 
themes and topics. Area of Study 1 and Area of Study 2 may focus on the same subtopic. Area of Study 3 should 
cover a different subtopic to the subtopic/s chosen for Areas of Study 1 and 2. Students build on their knowledge 
of German-speaking communities, considering cultural perspectives and language and explaining personal 
observations. Students consolidate and extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language skills to investigate 
the topics through German. 

Students identify and reflect on cultural products or practices that provide insights into German-speaking 
communities. Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. 
Students reflect on the ways culture, place and time influence values, attitudes and behaviours. They consider how 
knowledge of more than one culture can influence the ways individuals relate to each other and function in the world.  

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 9–10 of this study design. 

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication
In this area of study students research and present information on a cultural product or practice from a German-
speaking community. Students develop knowledge and skills to share observations and consider how the product 
or practice may reflect a specific cultural perspective or behaviour.

Through the investigation of a cultural product or practice, students research specialised content, language 
and cultural information related to the selected subtopic. The subtopic for Area of Study 1 may be the same as 
the subtopic for Area of Study 2. Students use knowledge of the subtopic to explain differences and similarities 
between cultural contexts, such as the present and the past or between German-speaking communities in different 
locations around the world. They develop language important for effective participation in spoken interaction in 
German, including deep knowledge of the subtopic, to present information, ideas and opinions about the cultural 
product or practice and to participate in an extended discussion.

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to share information, ideas and opinions in a spoken exchange 
in German.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
• ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

• vocabulary relating to a cultural product or practice, including expressions that reflect aspects of culture 

• the cultural and social context within which the product or practice exists  

• oral language and behaviours required to present information and participate in an interview on the subtopic, 
including anticipating and responding to questions 

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for conveying information, explaining opinions and sharing ideas.
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Key skills
• select relevant and interesting information for the exchange and in response to questions

• link ideas logically 

• recognise and respond to questions and cues for turn-taking 

• self-correct language use as appropriate

• use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress 

• use appropriate forms of address and non-verbal forms of communication 

• explain meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English 

• exchange and justify opinions and ideas

• recognise and use suitable language and strategies to distinguish between factual information and personal 
perspectives.

Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication
In this area of study students analyse and present in writing information extracted from written, spoken and viewed 
texts in German on a selected subtopic. The subtopic for Area of Study 2 may be the same as the subtopic for 
Area of Study 1. The texts should provide insights into an aspect of life in German-speaking communities and 
opportunities for students to make comparisons between cultures, places or times. Viewed texts may include 
photographs, drawings, maps, films or posters.

Students respond to the texts in an extended piece of writing in German that requires a different text type to 
the stimulus material. Students identify and analyse key ideas and make comparisons between the details, ideas 
and points of view expressed in each of the texts. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse information from written, spoken and viewed texts 
for use in a written response in German.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge 
• concepts and ideas related to the selected subtopic 

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for interpreting and conveying information on the selected subtopic

• features of text types 

• language for analysing and comparing ideas in extended writing.

Key skills
• use strategies for identifying and understanding key ideas and detailed information from written, spoken and 

viewed texts in German 

• recognise cultural, language or contextual aspects critical to meaning in written, spoken and viewed texts

• identify relationships and make comparisons between the key ideas and perspectives expressed or observed 
in the texts

• present information relevant to audience and purpose 

• use appropriate spelling, grammar, layout and punctuation

• self-correct language use as appropriate

• use suitable stylistic features for the audience, purpose and text type.
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Area of Study 3

Presentational communication
In this area of study students present information, concepts and ideas in an extended written response to persuade 
an audience of a point of view or evaluate existing ideas and opinions about an aspect of the selected subtopic. 
The selected subtopic must be different from the subtopic/s used in Areas of Study 1 and 2. 

Students investigate relevant content, language and cultural information to assist in persuading others of a 
particular position or evaluating existing positions and opinions on an issue related to the subtopic. They develop 
knowledge and understanding of the issue, such as the benefits of learning German, the ongoing effects of an 
historical event, environmental concerns, youth issues in contemporary society or an aspect of the literary or artistic 
heritage of the German-speaking communities. 

Students create an original written text in German on an aspect of the subtopic for a specified audience and text 
type. The written text is for a persuasive or evaluative purpose. Students consider acceptable ways of persuading 
others or evaluating arguments, and carefully select and sequence language for the audience and purpose of the 
writing.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to present information, concepts and ideas in evaluative or 
persuasive writing on an issue in German.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge
• issues related to the selected subtopic

• cultural implications of the issue for German speakers and German-speaking communities

• vocabulary and grammar suitable for evaluative or persuasive writing 

• conventions of evaluative or persuasive writing in German suited to the text type and audience.

Key skills
• research the subtopic and possible issues 

• sequence ideas logically to support an evaluative or persuasive argument 

• create original writing in German 

• self-correct language use as appropriate

• use appropriate spelling, grammar, layout and punctuation

• use suitable written German for the audience, purpose and text type

For evaluative writing

• identify different positions on an issue associated with the subtopic and identify relevant information to compare 
and draw conclusions 

• use evaluative techniques including aligning like items, making valid comparisons and justifying personal conclusions

For persuasive writing

• formulate a position on an issue associated with the subtopic and identify relevant and compelling information 
to support the position 

• use persuasive strategies, including justifying ideas and opinions or describing hypothetical outcomes and 
past experience.
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School-based assessment

Satisfactory completion
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide 
a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design 
and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. 

Assessment of levels of achievement
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. School-assessed 
Coursework tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly add to the 
workload associated with that program. They must relate to the selected subtopic and be completed mainly in 
class and within a limited timeframe. All responses for this unit are to be in German.

Where teachers provide a range of options for the same School-assessed Coursework task, they should ensure 
that the options are of comparable scope and demand. 

The types and range of forms of School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes are prescribed within the study 
design. The VCAA publishes Advice for teachers for this study, which includes advice on the design of assessment 
tasks and the assessment of student work for a level of achievement.

Teachers will provide to the VCAA a numerical score representing an assessment of the student’s level of 
achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the performance of each student on the 
tasks set out in the following table.

Contributions to final assessment

School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

Outcomes Marks allocated Assessment tasks

Outcome 1

Share information, ideas and opinions in  
a spoken exchange in German.

20
A three- to four-minute interview providing information 
and responding to questions about a cultural product 
or practice.

Outcome 2

Analyse information from written, spoken 
and viewed texts for use in a written 
response in German.

15 An approximately 250-word written response for 
a specific audience and purpose, incorporating 
information from three or more texts.

Outcome 3

Present information, concepts and ideas in 
evaluative or persuasive writing on an issue 
in German.

15 An approximately 300-word evaluative or persuasive 
piece of writing.

Total marks 50
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External assessment
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year examinations.

Contribution to final assessment

The examinations together will contribute 50 per cent to the study score.

End-of-year examinations
Description
• an oral examination

• a written examination.

All relevant key knowledge and key skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4 are examinable.

The written examination will be set by a panel appointed by the VCAA.

Conditions

The examinations will be completed under the following conditions:

• Duration:

– Oral examination: approximately 15 minutes

– Written examination: 2 hours plus 15 minutes reading time.

• Date: end-of-year, on a date to be published annually by the VCAA.

• VCAA examination rules will apply. Details of these rules are published annually in the VCE and VCAL 
Administrative Handbook.

• The examinations will be marked by assessors appointed by the VCAA.

Further advice

The VCAA publishes specifications for all VCE examinations on the VCAA website. Examination specifications 
include details about the sections of the examination, their weighting, the question format/s and any other essential 
information. The specifications are published in the first year of implementation of the revised Unit 3 and 4 sequence 
together with any sample material.
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