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Unit 3 changes



Overview of Unit 3 changes

No structural changes

Sequencing changes in Unit 3, Area of Study 2

Clarification of meaning and scope of principles of justice

Reduction in material 



Unit 3 structure

Current Study Design (2018-2023) New Study Design (2024-2028)

Unit 3: Rights and justice

Area of Study 1 The Victorian criminal 

justice system 

Area of Study 2 The Victorian civil 

justice system

Unit 3: Rights and justice

Area of Study 1 The Victorian criminal 

justice system 

Area of Study 2 The Victorian civil 

justice system



Area of Study 1: criminal justice system

Outcome statement
New Study Design (2024-2028)

On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the key principles in 

the criminal justice system, discuss the ability of sanctions to achieve their purposes 

and evaluate the ability of the criminal justice system to achieve the principles of 

justice during a criminal case. 



Area of Study 1: criminal justice system

Key knowledge
New Study Design (2024-2028)

1. the distinction between summary offences and indictable offences

2. key principles of the criminal justice system, including the burden of proof, the standard of proof, and the presumption of innocence

3. the rights of an accused, including the right to be tried without unreasonable delay, the right to silence, and the right to trial by jury

4. the rights of victims, including the right to give evidence using alternative arrangements, the right to be informed about the proceedings, and the 

right to be informed of the likely release date of the offender

The principles of justice during a criminal case 

5. the principles of justice: fairness, equality and access

6. the role of Victoria Legal Aid and Victorian community legal centres in assisting an accused and victims of crime

7. the purposes and appropriateness of plea negotiations 

8. the reasons for the Victorian court hierarchy in determining criminal cases, including specialisation and appeals

9. the roles of key personnel in a criminal case, including the judge or magistrate, the jury, and the parties

10. the need for legal practitioners in a criminal case 

11. the impact of costs, time and cultural differences on the achievement of the principles of justice

Sentencing

12. the purposes of sanctions: rehabilitation, punishment, deterrence (general and specific), denunciation and protection

13. fines, CCOs and imprisonment, and their specific purposes

14. factors considered in sentencing, including aggravating factors, mitigating factors, guilty pleas and victim impact statements.



Area of Study 1: criminal justice system

Key skills
New Study Design (2024-2028)

1. define and use legal terminology

2. discuss, interpret and analyse legal principles and information

3. explain the rights of an accused and of victims 

4. explain the roles of Victoria Legal Aid and Victorian Community Legal Centres in assisting an accused and victims of 

crime

5. analyse the roles of key personnel in a criminal case

6. justify the reasons for the Victorian court hierarchy in determining criminal cases, including specialisation and appeals 

7. discuss the appropriateness of plea negotiations

8. discuss the impact of costs, time and cultural differences on the achievement of the principles of justice during a 

criminal case

9. discuss the ability of sanctions to achieve their purposes

10. evaluate the ability of the criminal justice system to achieve the principles of justice during a criminal case [note 

heading]

11. synthesise and apply legal principles and information to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios.



Key knowledge

1. the distinction between summary and indictable offences

2. key principles of the criminal justice system

3. the rights of an accused

4. the rights of victims

The principles of justice during a criminal case 

5. the principles of justice: fairness, equality and access

6. the role of Victoria Legal Aid and Victorian CLCs

7. the purposes and appropriateness of plea negotiations 

8. the reasons for the Victorian court hierarchy 

9. the roles of key personnel in a criminal case

10. the need for legal practitioners in a criminal case 

11. the impact of costs, time and cultural differences

Sentencing

12. the purposes of sanctions

13. fines, community correction orders and imprisonment

14. factors considered in sentencing

Key skills

1. define and use legal terminology

2. discuss, interpret and analyse legal principles and 

information

3. explain the rights of an accused and of victims 

4. explain the roles of Victoria Legal Aid and Victorian 

Community Legal Centres 

5. analyse the roles of key personnel in a criminal case

6. justify the reasons for the Victorian court hierarchy 

7. discuss the appropriateness of plea negotiations

8. discuss the impact of costs, time and cultural differences 

discuss the ability of sanctions to achieve their purposes

9. evaluate the ability of the criminal justice system to 

achieve the principles of justice during a criminal case

10. synthesise and apply legal principles and information to 

actual and/or hypothetical scenarios.

Area of Study 1: criminal justice system

Summary



Area of Study 2: civil justice system

Outcome statement
New Study Design (2024-2028)

On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the key principles in 

the civil justice system, discuss the ability of remedies to achieve their purposes and 

evaluate the ability of the civil justice system to achieve the principles of justice 

during a civil dispute.



Area of Study 2: civil justice system

Key knowledge
New Study Design (2024-2028)

1. key principles in the Victorian civil justice system, including the burden of proof and the standard of proof

2. factors to consider before initiating a civil claim, including costs, limitation of actions and enforcement issues 

The principles of justice during a civil dispute

3. the principles of justice: fairness, equality and access

4. the purposes & appropriateness of methods used to resolve civil disputes, inc mediation, conciliation & arbitration

5. the reasons for the Vic court hierarchy in determining civil disputes, including administrative convenience and appeals

6. the roles of key personnel in a civil dispute, including the judge or magistrate (including the role of case management), the jury, and 

the parties 

7. the need for legal practitioners in a civil dispute

8. the use of class actions to resolve civil disputes

9. the purposes and appropriateness of institutions used to resolve disputes, including Consumer Affairs Victoria, the Victorian Civil and 

Administrative Tribunal and the courts 

10. the impact of costs and time on the ability of the civil justice system to achieve the principles of justice during a civil dispute

Remedies

11. damages and injunctions, and their specific purposes.



Area of Study 2: civil justice system

Key skills
New Study Design (2024-2028)

1. define and use legal terminology

2. discuss, interpret and analyse legal principles and information

3. compare the roles of key personnel in a criminal and civil case 

4. analyse factors to consider when initiating a civil claim

5. justify the reasons for the Victorian court hierarchy in determining civil disputes 

6. discuss the appropriateness of class actions, methods and institutions used to resolve a civil dispute

7. discuss the impact of costs and time on the achievement of the principles of justice

8. discuss the ability of remedies to achieve their purposes

9. evaluate the ability of the civil justice system to achieve the principles of justice during a civil dispute

10. synthesise and apply legal principles and information to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios.



Area of Study 2: civil justice system

Summary
Key knowledge

1. key principles in the Victorian civil justice system

2. factors to consider before initiating a civil claim

The principles of justice during a civil dispute

3. the principles of justice: fairness, equality and access

4. the purposes and appropriateness of methods used to resolve 

civil disputes

5. the reasons for the Victorian court hierarchy 

6. the roles of key personnel in a civil dispute

7. the need for legal practitioners in a civil dispute

8. the use of class actions to resolve civil disputes

9. the purposes and appropriateness of institutions used to resolve 

disputes

10. the impact of costs and time 

Remedies

11. damages and injunctions, and their specific purposes.

Key skills

1. define and use legal terminology

2. discuss, interpret and analyse legal principles and information

3. compare the roles of key personnel in a criminal and civil case 

4. analyse factors to consider when initiating a civil claim

5. justify the reasons for the Victorian court hierarchy in 

determining civil disputes 

6. discuss the appropriateness of class actions, methods and 

institutions used to resolve a civil dispute

7. discuss the impact of costs and time on the achievement of 

the principles of justice

8. discuss the ability of remedies to achieve their purposes

9. evaluate the ability of the civil justice system to achieve the 

principles of justice during a civil dispute

10. synthesise and apply legal principles and information to actual 

and/or hypothetical scenarios.



Weighting and assessment tasks

a case study

structured questions 

an essay 

a report 

a folio of exercises

Marks 
allocated

AOS 1: 
50

AOS 2: 
50



A focus on some new key knowledge



The principles of justice

• See Unit 1 video



VLA, CLCs and victims of crime

Types of support 

Specialist CLCs dedicated to victims of 
crime; VLA has dedicated support services 

Need to link to principles of justice



Use of class actions

Key features of class actions

When they are and are not appropriate

Need to link to principles of justice



Resources and support



Proposed time allocation

Area of Study Suggested allocation

Area of Study 1: The Victorian criminal justice system 25 hours

Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system 25 hours

50 hours



Teacher resources

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/legalstudies/Pages/Index.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/legalstudies/Pages/Index.aspx


Teacher activities: coming soon

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/legalstudies/Pages/Index.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/legalstudies/Pages/Index.aspx


Q&A Webinar: 8 August 2023

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/VCE/Pages/EventInformation.aspx?queryid=145

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/VCE/Pages/EventInformation.aspx?queryid=145


Contact

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 2023. Some elements in this presentation may be owned 

by third parties. VCAA presentations may be reproduced in accordance with the VCAA Copyright Policy, and as 

permitted under the Copyright Act 1968. VCE is a registered trademark of the VCAA.

Megan Jeffery

Curriculum Manager: Business and Economics

03 9059 5149

megan.jeffery@education.vic.gov.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcaa.vic.edu.au%2FFooter%2FPages%2FCopyright.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CGeoffrey.ONeill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1ef47712e59040a671f708da8739652a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637970977837698920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oa2WdhDPt0FVO1lCnMvxORnVnseWNLBK5XE3jnaZhz8%3D&reserved=0



