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Welcome 

This on demand video

• explores the assessment tasks indicated in the VCE Literature study design for 

Units 1 and 2

• explores the mandated assessment in the VCE Literature study design for Units 3 

and 4

• explores the rubrics published to support assessment in Units 3 and 4

• explore using and modifying those rubrics

• is advice only



Assessment: Units 1 and 2
Please note the following information:

• Text selection and assessment

• Including the language mode of speaking and listening in assessment

Possible assessment tasks for Units 1 and 2

• a close analysis of one of more selected passages 

• an essay (comparative or analytical) 

• a debate

• reading journal entries an in-class seminar 

• a creative response to a text(s) studied 

• an oral or a written review 

• a multimedia response. 



Sample assessment: Unit 2 Outcome 1



Advice for developing rubrics

• suitable for the task or the range of tasks specified in the study design

• refer to the key knowledge and key skills identified in the units 

• describe levels of student achievement as increasingly higher levels of 

performance qualities, with each successive cell describing a progressively 

higher level (for example, using cognitive taxonomies to differentiate levels of 

performance) 

• reflect the quality of the response not the quantity of correct responses 

• include between four and six levels of performance in each rubric row

• focus on what students can demonstrate and what can be observed in their 

responses (what students do, say, make or write)

• avoid jargon, pseudo counts (for example, ‘some’ or ‘many’) or use of ambiguous 

language.



Assessment: Units 3 and 4

Please note:

• Text requirements and assessment

• Including the mode of speaking and listening into one assessment task



Assessment: Unit 3



Assessment: Unit 4



Sample assessment: Unit 3 Outcome 2



Rubrics for Units 3 and 4

Rubrics or performance descriptors are now published on the VCAA website on the 

VCE Literature Study Design webpage. 

These rubrics are based on evidenced-based research in assessment and 

feedback. 

They are designed to describe what students can do, make, draw and create. They 

are positive about what students can do and what they can do next. They are 

designed to make assessment easier and feedback more directed. 



Example of a rubric



Modifying a rubric

• Select the components of the VCE SAC rubrics that are most appropriate and 

most relevant for the assessment task.

• Attempt to capture the skill level of a range of students within the cohort: the 

lowest expected quality of performance should be something most or all 

students can do, and the highest expected quality of performance should be 

something that extends the most able students. Similarly, ensure that the 

range of qualities identified in the rubric shows the lower and the upper range 

of what an individual student could show in terms of the outcome, key 

knowledge and the key skills.

• Ensure rubrics contain between four and six rows.



Assessing and numerical marks

Holistic marking: Teachers assessing holistically should award numerical marks in 

line with the overall quality of the student response but can use the continuum of 

performance represented in the rubric to identify achievement and areas for 

improvement. 



Contact

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 2022. Some elements in this presentation may be owned 

by third parties. VCAA presentations may be reproduced in accordance with the VCAA Copyright Policy, and as 

permitted under the Copyright Act 1968. VCE is a registered trademark of the VCAA.

• Dr Annelise Balsamo

• English Curriculum Manager

• (30) 5059 5141

• 0429 924 972

• Annelise.Balsamo@education.vic.gov.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcaa.vic.edu.au%2FFooter%2FPages%2FCopyright.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CGeoffrey.ONeill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1ef47712e59040a671f708da8739652a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637970977837698920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oa2WdhDPt0FVO1lCnMvxORnVnseWNLBK5XE3jnaZhz8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Annelise.Balsamo@education.vic.gov.au



