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Terms used for Assessment



Making 
artworks

Artforms

Techniques

Processes

Materials

Aesthetic 
qualities

Art elements 
and Art 

Principles

Visual 
Language

Ideas and 
meaning

Influences 
and 

inspiration

Each of the four units of VCE Art Making and Exhibiting focuses on 

specific inquiry learning strategies to assist students to develop their 

art practice. Each area of study across the four units has a focus and 

a learning inquiry question. The key terms of the art-making and 

exhibiting are listed below.

• Explore

• Expand

• Investigate

• Understand

• Develop

• Resolve

• Collect

• Extend

• Connect

• Consolidate

• Present

• Conserve



Visual Arts journal
The Visual Arts journal can be presented in many ways to organise and document art making. 

The Visual Arts journal can be presented as a book or a digital file.

Approaches to presenting information and evidence of experimental work in art making in the 

Visual Arts journal may include:

• annotation

• visual material

• audio and video recordings

• acknowledging and recording sources of information

• notes from class interactions and discussions 

• documentation that is numbered and dated

• intermittently scanned or photographed for authentication

• a copy of the Authentication Record Form.



Unit 3 Outcome 1 task

Students research and collate documentation in a Visual Arts journal that includes:

• exploration of at least three artists in a specific art form

• development of subject matter, ideas, and visual language

• exploration and experimentation of materials, techniques and processes

• ideas and artworks developed from responses to sources of inspiration, 

experimentation and exploration

• reflection on art making in personal responses.



Unit 3 Outcome 1 Scope of Task

1. Exploration of at least three artists and experimentation 

in specific artforms

2. Development of subject matter, ideas, aesthetic qualities 

and visual language from sources of inspiration

3. Reflection on the conceptualisation of artworks and the 

influences of artists and artworks on individual artmaking 

4. Documentation in the Visual Arts journal.



Unit 3 Outcome 1 Scope of Task
Exploration and experimentation

Students select three artists to research and use as inspiration throughout their art 

making. 

Students reflect on the contexts in which artists are working and their use of subject 

matter, art elements, art principles, aesthetic qualities, materials, techniques and 

processes. 

They investigate how artists represent ideas and communicate meaning through the 

use of visual language. They also reflect on the artists’ personal experiences and 

the influences they have on the student’s art making. 

Students record the documentation of these artists in their Visual Arts journal to 

demonstrate the connection to the artworks they develop in Outcome 2. 



Unit 3 Outcome 1 Scope of Task
Developing subject matter and visual language

• Students research and develop an understanding of the inherent characteristics 

and properties of materials in specific art forms. 

• In their Visual Arts journal, students collect a variety of ideas from a range of 

sources to inform their experimentation and exploration of subject matter, ideas 

and technical skills. 

• Students develop their ideas and subject matter as they explore materials, 

techniques and processes. 

• Using their research, students begin to experiment with specific artforms. They 

consider how they will use visual language to communicate their ideas in their 

experimentations. 



Unit 3 Outcome 1 Scope of Task
Documentation and annotation

Students document their art making process and the relationships between their experimental 

works  and the artists they have used as inspiration. For each experiment they evaluate:

• The relationship and connections between their experimental works and sources of 

inspiration

• The characteristics of the and properties of the selected art form used in the 

experimentations

• The use of materials, techniques and processes in each art form

• Students use their Visual Arts journal to document their developing visual language, reflect 

on their art making and further investigate and plan artworks using art terminology.









Unit 3 Outcome 2 task
Students make artworks by responding to the influences of artists and other forms of inspiration. They 

present their Unit 3 art making in a critique to their class or other group. They include all aspects of 

Outcomes 1 and 2. The presentation is limited to 10 pages from their Visual Arts journal and at least 

TWO artworks.

The presentation can be conducted in one of the following formats: 

• an oral or written presentation with supporting visual evidence

• an annotated visual report

• an annotated poster or display

• a publication, either in hard copy or online, with written and visual material

• a presentation in a digital format, such as an online presentation or video, with written and visual 

material.

Students gather feedback from the critique and reflect on it to further develop artworks in Unit 4.

The reflection on the feedback must be documented in 1000–1500 words, with visual information. 



Unit 3 Outcome 2 – Scope of task
The School-assessed Outcome 2 is comprised of three components:

1. Making at least two artworks in specific art forms

2. Preparing and presenting a critique

3. Reflecting on feedback to further develop artworks in Unit 4.



Unit 3 Outcome 2 – Scope of task
Making artworks

Students plan and make two artworks in specific art forms inspired by sources of 

inspiration, ideas, techniques and styles that have been developed from exploratory work in 

the Visual Arts journal in Outcome 1.

The two artworks should demonstrate:

• the development of subject matter and ideas from the exploratory work

• the development of visual language to communicate ideas 

• further development from exploratory work using materials, techniques and processes

Students produce artworks that are undergoing development. There is no requirement to refine 

and resolve finished artworks in Unit 3 Outcome 2 of the School-assessed Task.



Unit 3 Outcome 2 – Scope of task
Critique

Students present 10 selected pages of their Visual Arts journal and the two artworks in a critique. Students select the 10 

pages that best reflect their artmaking and demonstrate how they have integrated the inspirations and influences of 

other artists and expanded on their ideas in their artworks. The artworks may be at various stages of development when 

they are presented in the critique. They:

• explain and evaluate their artmaking and the links to the inspiration and influences of other artists

• reflect upon and evaluate the use of subject matter and the ideas in the artworks they have made

• use critical and reflective thinking to consider the successes of their artmaking and artworks, and the further 

improvements they can make

The critique is presented in one of the formats recommended on page 41 of the Study Design and must be presented to an 

audience for feedback.

Feedback from the critique must be documented and supported with evidence. 

Students can take their own notes or receive notes from the teacher or their peers. It is recommended that the critique is no 

longer than five minutes and can be recorded.



Unit 3 Outcome 2 – Scope of task

Feedback and reflection from the critique

Students take advice from the critique, reflect upon it and then consider how they will further 

develop their work in Unit 4. They should document the reflection in their Visual Arts journal. 

There is further advice in the Support materials on the Visual Arts journal, the development of 

artworks and the Critique under Planning, Teaching and Learning and Assessment. 







Unit 4 Outcome 1 task

Students make at least one finished artwork in a specific art form that expands 

on the artworks that they completed in Unit 3. At least one finished artwork must:

• demonstrate the refinement of materials, techniques and processes explored in 

Unit 3, in a specific art form

• demonstrate the extension and resolution of subject matter and ideas from Unit 3

• demonstrate the resolution of visual language in the finished artwork.

Students present the documentation used to inform art making in a Visual Arts 

journal, including reflection on and evaluation of the resolution and refinement of at 

least one finished artwork.



Unit 4 Outcome 1 – Scope of task
Finished artworks

Students refine and resolve at least one finished artwork based on the ideas explored in artworks in 

Unit 3. All finished artworks demonstrate:

• the consolidation of ideas and the use of materials, techniques and processes in at least one 

specific art form.

• the connections from previous works and demonstrate the way artists, artworks and other 

influences have inspired and extended the student’s ideas and style. 

• refinement of skills in the use of materials and techniques

• resolution of subject matter, ideas, visual language, style and aesthetic qualities 

All finished artworks should be influenced by the nature, the scale and the complexity of the art form 

undertaken by the student.



Unit 4 Outcome 1 – Scope of task

Documentation

Students progressively document and record art making and the resolution and 

refinement of at least one finished artwork in a specific art form in their Visual Arts 

journal. 

The documentation and annotation of art making in the Visual Arts journal assists 

students with their reflective evaluation for Unit 4 Outcome 1. 

The reflective evaluation should address the inquiry question ‘How do students 

refine and resolve artworks?’



Unit 4 Outcome 1 – Scope of task
The documentation includes:

1. the extension and resolution of subject matter and ideas in artworks

2. the refinement and resolution of visual language in artworks

3. the application of materials, techniques and processes used to refine at least one finished artwork in a 

specific art form

4. evaluation of how subject matter and ideas are extended from Unit 3 and resolved in at least one 

finished artwork in a specific art form

5. evaluation of the use of the materials, techniques and processes used to make at least one finished 

artwork in a specific art form

6. methods used to conserve and care for the materials used in a specific art form

7. terminology used to discuss the conservation and care of materials used in a specific art form

Students also investigate the methods used for the conservation and care of their artworks in their selected 

art form and record them in their Visual Arts journal. 

The conservation and care of the art form the student worked in will be referenced in Unit 4 Outcome 3.









Unit 4 Outcome 2 task

Students present a display and critique of at least one finished artwork to their peers 

or another group. For the task they:

• document the planning for the display of at least one finished artwork

• display at least one finished artwork, considering the specific exhibition space

• discuss their art making

• discuss the representation of subject matter and ideas and communication of 

meaning in at least one finished artwork 

• reflect on written or verbal feedback from the critique.



Unit 4 Outcome 2 – Scope of task

The School-assessed Task for Unit 4 Outcome 2 comprises four parts:

• Planning the display of at least one artwork(Visual Arts journal)

• The display of one artwork in a real or hypothetical space (images/photographs) 

• The critique (presentation)

• The evaluation (brief written evaluation based on the feedback collected in the 

critique)

All material for Unit 4 Outcome 2 is presented in the student’s Visual Arts journal.







Authentication
You must prepare your administration documents and set 

up an authentication process for each student. 

Pages 77-79 
VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2022 (vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/handbook/2022/AdminHandbook2022.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/handbook/2022/AdminHandbook2022.pdf




Dates for 2023

• Webinars with assessment information will run in March, May 

and September. 

• Dates will be advertised in February 2023

• One regional face-to-face session in March, May and 

September. Location to be confirmed. 
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