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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Accreditation period

Units 1 and 2: 2002–2023
Units 3 and 4: 2002–2024
Accreditation period for Units 1 and 2 ends 31 December 2023
Accreditation period for Units 3 and 4 ends 31 December 2024

Other sources of information

The VCE Bulletin is the only official source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. The
VCE Bulletin, including supplements, also regularly includes advice on VCE studies. It is the
responsibility of each VCE teacher to refer to each issue of the VCE Bulletin.
To assist teachers in assessing school-assessed coursework in Units 3 and 4 the Board of Studies
will publish annually an assessment guide which will include advice on the scope of the tasks
and the criteria for assessment.
The VCE Administrative Handbook for the current year contains essential information on
assessment and other procedures.

VCE providers

Throughout this study design the term ‘school’ is intended to include both schools and other VCE
providers.

Photocopying

VCE schools only may photocopy parts of this study design for use by teachers.
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Introduction
THE LANGUAGE

The language to be studied and assessed is the modern standard version of Tamil.
Centuries of influence from other cultures and religions has resulted in numerous borrowings of
words from other languages that have become an acceptable part of Tamil usage. Examples include
Gj;jfk; rd;dy; mYkhup. There are also common borrowings from English in such fields as music,
science and technology. As a result of the scattering of Tamil speakers across the world, there are
some marked variations in the spoken language. These variations may surface in different social
situations, and are acceptable, provided they occur in the appropriate context.

Rationale

The study of Tamil contributes to the overall education of students, most particularly in the area
of communication, but also in the areas of cross-cultural understanding, cognitive development,
literary and general knowledge. It provides access to the culture of communities which use the
language and promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the wider Australian
community and beyond.
Tamil is widely spoken in Southern India and Sri Lanka. It is also the language of many Tamils
who have migrated to different parts of the world, including Malaysia and Singapore, and in more
recent times to Canada, France, Germany, the UK and Australia.
The Tamil language is one of the oldest languages in the world. The study of Tamil provides access
to an important cultural and linguistic heritage, and may, in conjunction with other skills, provide
students with enhanced vocational opportunities in areas such as tourism, finance, services and
business.

Aims

This study is designed to enable students to:
• use Tamil to communicate with others;
• understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which Tamil is used;
• understand their own culture(s) through the study of other cultures;
• understand language as a system;
• make connections between Tamil and English, and/or other languages;
• apply Tamil to work, further study, training or leisure.
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INTRODUCTION

Structure

The study is made up of four units. Each unit is designed to enable students to achieve a set
of outcomes. Each outcome is described in terms of the key knowledge and skills students are
required to demonstrate.

Entry

Tamil is designed for students who will, typically, have studied Tamil for at least 400 hours at
completion of Year 12. It is possible, however, that some students with less formal experience
will also be able to meet the requirements successfully.
Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4.

Duration

Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction.

Changes to the study design

During its period of accreditation minor changes to the study will be notified in the VCE Bulletin.
The VCE Bulletin is the only source of changes to regulations and accredited studies and it is the
responsibility of each VCE teacher to monitor changes or advice about VCE studies published
in the VCE Bulletin.

MONITORING FOR Quality

The Board of Studies will, from time to time, undertake an audit of Tamil to ensure that the study
is being taught and assessed as accredited. Teachers must ensure that all records and samples of
students’ work are maintained and available should the study be subject to audit. The details of the
audit procedures and requirements are published annually in the VCE Administrative Handbook.
Schools will be notified during the teaching year of schools and studies to be audited.

Safety

It is the responsibility of the school to ensure that duty of care is exercised in relation to the health
and safety of all students undertaking this study.

USE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

In designing courses for this study teachers are encouraged to incorporate information technology
in teaching and learning activities. The Advice for Teachers section provides specific examples of
how information technology can be used in this study.

COMMUNITY STANDARDS

It is the responsibility of the school to ensure that all activities in this study are conducted within
ethical guidelines. This is of particular concern in the use of information located on the World
Wide Web.
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INTRODUCTION

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING OPTION

Schools wishing to offer the Vocational Education and Training (VET) option should note that
they will need to seek registration as a training provider, or to enter into an agreement with a
registered training provider able to offer the module outcomes to students on their behalf. For further
information, contact the Office of Post Compulsory Education, Training and Employment (PETE).
The school-assessed coursework component of this study is designed to allow the integration of
tasks required in Modules 2A and 2B of the National TAFE Language Course Stage One*. The
outcomes for Module 2A relate most closely to Units 1 and 2; the outcomes for Module 2B relate
most closely to Units 3 and 4.
The VCE coursework assessment tasks (including those required for the detailed study VET
option) are sufficiently flexible for both the VCE outcomes and selected outcomes required for
Modules 2A and 2B to be met. Examples of how this might be done are provided on pages 47–49.
Students who successfully meet all of the outcomes required for Module 2A will be eligible to
receive from their registered provider a Certificate II in Applied Languages. Students who meet
all of the outcomes required for Module 2B will be eligible to receive a Certificate III in Applied
Languages.
It is important to note that there are significantly more outcomes to be met in both Modules 2A and
2B than in VCE Units 1 and 2, and in Units 3 and 4, respectively. Although there is considerable
scope for several of the module outcomes to be incorporated into one VCE assessment task, it
is possible that (unless the student has completed some of the module outcomes previously) a
number of additional assessment tasks (beyond the eight required for VCE Units 1 and 2, and
six required for VCE Units 3 and 4) will be required, if the student is to achieve them all for the
purposes of VET certification.
Schools might therefore wish to consider incorporating outcomes from Module 2A into Year 10
programs as well as into VCE Unit 1, and outcomes from Module 2B into VCE Unit 2 tasks, in
addition to tasks in Units 3 and 4.
No additional enrolment procedure is required for students wishing to follow this VET option. It
is important to note, also, that students who successfully complete the outcomes for Modules 2A
and/or 2B will not receive any additional credit for satisfactory completion of the VCE, or for the
calculation of the ENTER.

*National TAFE Language Course: Stage One; Generic Curriculum, ACTRAC Products, 1994, available from
Australian Training Products (tel: 03 9630 9836)
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Assessment and reporting
SATISFACTORY COMPLETION

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has
demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based
on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s overall performance on assessment tasks designated
for the unit. Designated assessment tasks are provided in the details for each unit. The Board of
Studies will publish annually an assessment guide which will include advice on the scope of the
assessment tasks and the criteria for assessment.
Teachers must develop courses that provide opportunities for students to demonstrate achievement
of outcomes. Examples of learning activities are provided in the Advice for Teachers section.
Schools will report a result for each unit to the Board of Studies as S (Satisfactory) or N (Not
Satisfactory).
Completion of a unit will be reported on the Statement of Results issued by the Board of Studies
as S (Satisfactory) or N (Not Satisfactory). Schools may report additional information on levels
of achievement.

AUTHENTICATION

Work related to the outcomes will be accepted only if the teacher can attest that, to the best of
their knowledge, all unacknowledged work is the student’s own. Teachers need to refer to the
current year’s VCE Administrative Handbook for authentication procedures, and should note that
all assessment tasks for Units 3 and 4 should be conducted in class time and under supervision.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school
decision. Assessment of levels of achievement for these units will not be reported to the Board of
Studies. Schools may choose to report levels of achievement using grades, descriptive statements
or other indicators.
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

Units 3 and 4

The Board of Studies will supervise the assessment of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4.
In Tamil the student’s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed coursework
and two end-of-year examinations. Percentage contributions to the final assessment are as follows:
• Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent
• Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent
• Units 3 and 4 examinations: 50 per cent.
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Areas of study
Units 1–4 Common areas of study
The areas of study for Tamil comprise themes and topics, grammar, text types, vocabulary and
kinds of writing. They are common to all four units of the study, and they are designed to be
drawn upon in an integrated way, as appropriate to the linguistic needs of the student, and the
outcomes for the unit.
The themes and topics are the vehicle through which the student will demonstrate achievement
of the outcomes, in the sense that they form the subject of the activities and tasks the student
undertakes.
The grammar, vocabulary, text types and kinds of writing are linked, both to each other, and to
the themes and topics. Together, as common areas of study, they add a further layer of definition
to the knowledge and skills required for successful achievement of the outcomes.
The common areas of study have been selected to provide the opportunity for the student to build
upon what is familiar, as well as develop knowledge and skills in new and more challenging areas.

THEMES, TOPICS AND SUB-TOPICS

There are three prescribed themes:
• The individual
• The Tamil-speaking communities
• The changing world

These themes have a number of prescribed topics and suggested sub-topics. The placement of
the topics under one or more of the three themes is intended to provide a particular perspective
or perspectives for each of the topics. The suggested sub-topics expand on the topics, and are
provided to guide the student and teacher as to how topics may be treated.
It is not expected that all topics will require the same amount of study time. The length of time
and depth of treatment devoted to each topic will vary according to the outcomes being addressed,
as well as the linguistic needs and interests of the student.
As well as acquiring the linguistic resources to function effectively as a non-specialist within all
three themes, the student is required to undertake a detailed study in Units 3 and 4. This detailed
study should relate to the prescribed themes and topics and be based on a selected sub-topic. For
further details refer to pages 23 and 24.
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AREAS OF STUDY UnitS

1–4

Prescribed themes and topics, and suggested sub-topics
The individual

The Tamil-speaking communities

The changing world

• Personal identity
For example, personal details and
qualities, family and friends, daily
life, free time and leisure activities,
relationships.

• Culture and traditions
For example, family values, attire
and appearance, social interaction,
festivals and ceremonies.

• Changing lifestyles
For example, family life, food, care of
children/the aged, activities (children,
parents).

• The past and present
For example, famous persons and events,
places of historical importance.

• Status of women
For example, the role of women as
depicted in literature, significant women
in the 20th century, the changing role of
women and its impact on society.

• Personal views and opinions
For example, views on the future,
cultural differences, personal priorities/
preferences (extended
family, living away from home).
• Education and aspirations
For example, school, further studies,
work experience and careers.

• The Arts and entertainment
For example, film, radio, television, sports
and recreation, modern short stories, folk • World of work
For example, different types of work,
tales, fables and legends.
workplace conditions, overseas
employment opportunities.
• Travel and tourism in a Tamil-speaking
country
For example, travel, banking, shopping,
health, obtaining assistance and advice,
visiting friends, studying in a Tamilspeaking country.

Note: Bold = Prescribed themes, Bold Italics = Prescribed topics, Italics = Suggested sub-topics.

Text types

The student will be expected to be familiar with the following text types. Text types indicated with
an asterisk (*) are those which the student may be expected to produce in the external examination.
Teachers may introduce the student to a wider range of text types in the course of their teaching
and learning program.
Advertisement
Announcement
Article*
Chart
Conversation*
Discussion*
Editorial
Email
Form
Formal letter*
Informal letter*

Invitation
Journal/diary entry*
Map
Menu
News item
Note/message*
Personal profile*
Play
Poem
Postcard*
Recipe

Report*
Review*
Song
Story/narrative account*
Survey
Table
Text of an interview*
Text of a speech*
Timetable
Webpage

Kinds of writing

The student is expected to be familiar with, and be able to produce the following five kinds of
writing: personal, informative, persuasive, evaluative and imaginative.
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AREAS OF STUDY UnitS

1–4

Vocabulary

While there is no prescribed vocabulary list, it is expected that the student will be familiar with
a range of vocabulary and idioms relevant to the topics prescribed in the study design. Students
should be encouraged to use dictionaries. It is expected that teachers will assist students to develop
the necessary skills and confidence to use dictionaries effectively. Suitable editions are listed in the
Resources section of this study design. Information on the use of dictionaries in the end-of-year
written examination is provided on page 31.

Grammar

The student is expected to recognise and use the following grammatical items:
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Verb
inflectional categories
		 first person
		 second person
		 third person

te;Njd;
tUfpwha;
te;jhd;;

number
		 singular 		
		 plural		

tpisahbdhd;> gwe;jJ
tpisahbdhh;fs;> gwe;jd

gender
		 masculine
		feminine
		 rational plural
		 irrational singular
		 irrational plural

ghbdhd;
ghbdhs;
ghbdhh;fs;
ghbaJ
ghbd

aspect
		 continuous
		 perfect 		
		 reflexive
		 definitive

J}q;fpf;nfhz;bUe;jhd;
nra;jpUf;fpNwd;
ghh;j;Jf;nfhs;
te;J tpl;lhh;

tense
		 past 			
		 present			
		 future 			

ele;jhd;
elf;fpwhd;
elg;ghd;

voice
		 active 			
		 passive		

fl;bdhd;
fl;lg;gl;lJ

mood
		 imperative
		 conditional
		 optative 		
		 permissive
		 prohibitive
		 potential
		 personal verbs

gbAq;fs
te;jhy;
tho;f
nra;ayhk;
nra;aNtz;lhk;
nga;af;$Lk;
tpUk;GfpNwd;

VCE study design
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AREAS OF STUDY UnitS

		 impersonal verbs
		 affirmative
		 negative 		
		interrogative
		 participles

gpbf;fhJ
Nghdhd;
Nghfhd;> Nghftpy;iy
te;jhdh> gbj;jhNah
tUfpd;w> gbj;j

Nouns

kdpjd;
gwit
kuk;
gyh

rational 			
irrational 		
common 		
proper

inflectional categories
gender 			
		 number		

					

Mrpupad;> Mrpupia
ez;gd;> ez;gh;fs;;> gR>
gRf;fs;
Gj;jfk;> Gj;jfj;ij>
Gj;jfj;jhy;

inflectional models
		 adjectival
		verbal 			

ehl;Lg;gw;W
,Uf;if> elj;ij

					

		case

Pronouns

		

personal			
possessive 		

					

demonstrative
determinative
indefinite 			

Quantifiers

Adjectives

xd;W> ,uz;L
KjyhtJ> ,uz;lhtJ
iky;> kPl;lh>; &gha;
gy> rpy
jrkk;> gpd;dk;
ahh;> vq;Nf

qualitative

mofpa> mofhd
myq;fupf;fg;gl;l

verbal			
degree 			
		 comparative
					

					
superlative
			
Adverbs

ehd>; eP> mtd;
vdJ> cq;fSilaJ>
mtdpd;
me;j> ,e;j
vy;yh> xt;nthU
gy> rpy

cardinal numbers

ordinal numbers
measurement terms
indefinite terms
mathematical terms
question markers

manner 			
			
participial verb

Postpositions					

1–4

mjdpYk; rpwe;jJ>
mijtplr; rpwe;jJ
mtidf;fhl;bYk;ngupad;
vy;yhtw;wpYk; rpwe;jJ>
mJNt rpwe;jJ
mofhf> tpiuthf>
tpiutha;
Xb
fPNo> NkNy> cs;Ns
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AREAS OF STUDY UnitS

1–4

Cohesive devices					

MYk;> vdpDk;> Mdhy;> ck;

Interjections					

mllh> INah

dative			
verbal 			

nominal 			

,th; vd; mg;gh
,tUf;Fk; vdf;Fk; rz;il
ehd; fij nrhd;Ndd;

Clauses and phrases

conditional 		
time 			
purpose 			
cause 			
effect 			

fz;lhy;
nrd;w nghOJ
re;jpg;gjw;F
nga;j gbahy;
gadhf

Agreement

mixed gender
mixed person

					

mtd; jhAld; te;jhd;
ehd; vdJ ez;gDld;
nrd;Nwd;

Time markers					

,d;W> gpd;G

Direct and indirect
				
speech					

“ehd; ehis
cd;idr;re;jpg;Ngd;”
vd;W nrhd;dhd;
jhd; vd;id kWehs;
re;jpg;gjhfr; nrhd;dhd;

Sentences

					
					

					
Consonants

classification, kinds and clusters
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ty;ypdk;> nky;ypdk;>
,ilapdk;
,d vOj;Jfs;

Unit 1
AREAS OF STUDY

The areas of study common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 12–16 of this study design.

Outcomes

For this unit the student is required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to establish and maintain a spoken or written
exchange related to personal areas of experience.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

use structures related to describing, explaining and commenting on past, present or future
events or experiences;
initiate, maintain and close an exchange;
use a range of question and answer forms;
self-correct/rephrase or use fillers to maintain communication;
communicate in a range of text types, for example letter, fax, email, voice mail and telephone,
as well as face-to-face;
use appropriate intonation, stress, pitch/spelling and punctuation;
use appropriate non-verbal forms of communication, such as eye contact and handshake.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to listen to, read and obtain information
from written and spoken texts.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•

apply knowledge of conventions of text types;
identify key words, main points and supporting ideas;
order, classify and link items from various parts of the text;
apply knowledge of vocabulary and structures related to the topics studied;
recognise common patterns of word formation, cognates, grammatical markers, and use these
to infer meaning;
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•
•
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convey gist and global understanding as well as items of specific detail;
establish and confirm meaning through re-reading, using headings and diagrams, and referring
to dictionaries.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce a personal response to a text
focusing on real or imaginary experience.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

apply the conventions of relevant text types, for example review, article;
use structures related to explaining, describing, comparing and commenting on past, present
and future events or experiences;
use stylistic features, such as repetition and contrast;
link ideas, events and characters;
summarise, explain, compare and contrast experiences, opinions, ideas, feelings and reactions;
select and make use of relevant reference materials;
provide personal comment/perspective on aspects of texts;
respond appropriately for the context, purpose and audience described.

assessment

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has
demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based
on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s overall performance on assessment tasks designated
for the unit. The Board of Studies will publish annually an assessment guide which will include
advice on the scope of the assessment tasks and the criteria for assessment.
The key knowledge and skills listed for each outcome should be used as a guide to course design and
the development of learning activities. The key knowledge and skills do not constitute a checklist
and such an approach is not necessary or desirable for determining achievement of outcomes. The
elements of key knowledge and skills should not be assessed separately.
Assessment tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly
add to the workload associated with that program. They must be completed in class and under
supervision.
Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1, 2 and 3 must be based on the student’s performance
on a selection of assessment tasks. Teachers must ensure that tasks selected are of comparable
scope and demand, and that over the course of the unit, all three outcomes are addressed. Tasks
should also be selected to ensure that, over the course of the unit, both oral and written skills
in Tamil are assessed. Therefore, if an oral task is selected to address Outcome 1, a written task
should be selected to address Outcome 3, and vice versa.

18
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Unit 1

A total of four tasks should be selected from those listed below.

Outcome 1:

• informal conversation
or
• reply to personal letter/email/fax.

Outcome 2:
•

listen to spoken texts (e.g. conversations, interviews, broadcasts) to obtain information to
complete notes, charts or tables in Tamil or English
and
• read written texts (e.g. extracts, advertisements, letters) to obtain information to complete
notes, charts or tables in Tamil or English.

Outcome 3:

• oral presentation
or
• review
or
• article.
It is expected that the student responds in Tamil to all assessment tasks that are selected to address
Outcomes 1 and 3. Of the two tasks required for Outcome 2, one should require a response in
Tamil, and the other a response in English.
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Unit 2
AREAS OF STUDY

The areas of study common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 12–16 of this study design.

Outcomes

For this unit the student is required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a spoken or written exchange
related to making arrangements and completing transactions.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

use structures related to asking for or giving assistance or advice, suggesting, explaining,
agreeing and disagreeing;
use fillers, affirming phrases and formulaic expressions related to negotiation/transaction;
make arrangements, come to agreement and reach decisions;
obtain and provide goods, services or public information;
initiate, maintain, direct as appropriate, and close an exchange;
use stance, gesture, facial expression to enhance meaning and persuade;
use examples and reasons to support arguments, and to convince;
apply the conventions of relevant text types.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to listen to, read, and extract and use
information and ideas from spoken and written texts.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
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apply the conventions of relevant text types such as a letter or a newspaper report;
use vocabulary, structures and content related to topics studied;
infer points of view, opinions and ideas;
classify, compare and predict information and ideas;
extract and reorganise information and ideas from one text type to another;
appreciate cultural aspects critical to understanding the text.
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Unit 2

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to give expression to real or imaginary
experience in written or spoken form.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•

apply the conventions of text types such as a journal entry or story;
use structures related to describing, recounting, narrating and reflecting upon past, present or
future events or experiences;
use a range of appropriate vocabulary and expressions;
structure writing to sequence main ideas and events logically;
use stylistic techniques such as repetition, questions and exclamations;
vary language for audience, context and purpose.

Assessment

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has
demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based
on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s overall performance on assessment tasks designated
for the unit. The Board of Studies will publish annually an assessment guide which will include
advice on the scope of the assessment tasks and the criteria for assessment.
The key knowledge and skills listed for each outcome should be used as a guide to course design and
the development of learning activities. The key knowledge and skills do not constitute a checklist
and such an approach is not necessary or desirable for determining achievement of outcomes. The
elements of key knowledge and skills should not be assessed separately.
Assessment tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly
add to the workload associated with that program. They must be completed in class and under
supervision.
Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1, 2 and 3 must be based on the student’s performance
on a selection of assessment tasks. Teachers must ensure that tasks selected are of comparable
scope and demand, and that over the course of the unit, all three outcomes are addressed. Tasks
should be selected to ensure that, over the course of the unit, both oral and written skills in Tamil
are assessed. Therefore, if an oral task is selected to address Outcome 1, a written task should be
selected to address Outcome 3, and vice versa.
A total of four tasks should be selected from those listed below.

Outcome 1:

• formal letter, or fax, or email
or
• role-play
or
• interview.
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Unit 2

Outcome 2:
•

VCE study design

listen to spoken texts (e.g. conversations, interviews, broadcasts) and reorganise information
and ideas in a different text type
and
• read written texts (e.g. extracts, advertisements, letters) and reorganise information and ideas
in a different text type.

Outcome 3:

• journal entry
or
• personal account
or
• short story.
It is expected that the student responds in Tamil to all assessment tasks selected.
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Units 3 and 4
AREAS OF STUDY

The areas of study common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 12–16 of this study design.

DETAILED STUDY

The student is required to undertake a detailed study during Units 3 and 4.
There are two options for detailed study: Language and culture through texts; Language and
culture through VET.
The student will be expected to discuss their detailed study in Section 2, Discussion, of the Oral
Examination.
Over the course of Units 3 and 4, approximately 15 hours of scheduled class time should be
devoted to the detailed study.
The detailed study should be based on a sub-topic related to one or more of the prescribed topics
listed in the table on page 13. The sub-topic may be drawn from this table, or a different sub-topic
may be selected.
One sub-topic may be selected for a whole class or different sub-topics may be selected for
individuals or groups of students. In the former case, it will be important to select a sub-topic that
is sufficiently broad to accommodate a range of interests and perspectives, so that each student
can provide an individual response to the coursework assessment task(s) set, as well as in the
Discussion in Section 2 of the Oral Examination.
At least one and no more than two of the six coursework assessment tasks for school-assessed
coursework should focus on the detailed study. The detailed study assessment task(s) should be
designed to assess the student’s understanding of the language and culture of the Tamil-speaking
community and should be selected from those required to assess achievement of Outcome 2, Unit
4 (detailed on page 30). The sub-topics and texts should also be selected to ensure the student is
able to focus on the knowledge and skills associated with Outcome 2, Unit 4.

Language and culture through texts

The detailed study should enable the student to explore and compare aspects of the language and
culture of the Tamil-speaking community through a range of oral and written texts related to the
selected sub-topic. This will enable the student to develop knowledge and understanding of, for
example, historical issues, aspects of contemporary society or the literary or artistic heritage of
the community. The texts which form the basis of this study might include feature films, short
films, short stories, songs, newspaper articles, electronic texts, documentaries, music, painting
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and oral histories. The length of texts selected will vary depending on the type of text, its density
and level of complexity. In order for the student to be able to explore their sub-topic in sufficient
depth to meet the relevant outcomes, it is suggested that a range of at least three different kinds
of text are selected. These might include aural and visual, as well as written texts.

Language and culture through VET

This detailed study allows the student to explore and compare aspects of the language and culture
of the Tamil community through the study of outcomes drawn from Module 2B of the National
TAFE Language Course, Stage One.
The sub-topic selected for this detailed study must allow for the incorporation of study related
to Outcomes 14, 15, and one or more of Outcomes 2, 5 and 13 from module 2B of the National
TAFE Language Course, Stage One. For further details of this course, refer to page 9.
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Unit 3
AREAS OF STUDY

The areas of study common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 12–16 of this study design.

outcomes

For this unit the student is required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to express ideas through the production of
original texts.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

use a range of relevant text types;
create a personal or imaginative text focusing on an event or experience in the past, present
or future;
demonstrate knowledge of first- and third-person narrative perspectives;
vary language for audience, context and purpose;
organise and sequence ideas;
simplify or paraphrase complex expressions;
use simple stylistic techniques such as repetition, questions, exclamations, and changes in
tone, speed of delivery;
select and make appropriate use of reference materials, including dictionaries.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from spoken
texts.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•

convey gist, identify main points, supporting points and detailed items of specific information;
infer points of view, attitudes, emotions from context and/or choice of language and intonation;
show knowledge and use of registers, and stylistic features such as repetition and tone.
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Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to exchange information, opinions and
experiences.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

present and comment on factual information;
use a range of question forms;
exchange and justify opinions and ideas;
ask for and give assistance or advice;
use appropriate terms of address for familiar and unfamiliar audiences;
self-correct/rephrase to maintain communication;
describe and comment on aspects of past, present and future experience;
link and sequence ideas and information.

Assessment

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has
demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based
on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s overall performance on assessment tasks designated
for the unit. The Board of Studies will publish annually an assessment guide which will include
advice on the scope of the assessment tasks and the criteria for assessment.
The key knowledge and skills listed for each outcome should be used as a guide to course design and
the development of learning activities. The key knowledge and skills do not constitute a checklist
and such an approach is not necessary or desirable for determining achievement of outcomes. The
elements of key knowledge and skills should not be assessed separately.

Assessment of levels of achievement

The student’s level of achievement for Unit 3 will be determined by school-assessed coursework
and two end-of-year examinations.
Contributions to final assessment
School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 will also be assessed by two end-of-year examinations,
which will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment.

School-assessed coursework
Teachers will provide to the Board of Studies a score representing an assessment of the student’s
level of achievement.
The score must be based on the teacher’s rating of performance of each student on the tasks set
out in the following table and in accordance with an assessment guide published annually by the
Board of Studies. The assessment guide will also include advice on the scope of the tasks and the
criteria for assessment.
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Assessment tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not
unduly add to the workload associated with that program. They must be completed in class time
and under supervision.
Outcomes

Assessment tasks

Marks allocated*

Outcome 1
Express ideas through the production of original texts.

A 250-word personal or imaginative written piece.

20

Outcome 2
Analyse and use information from spoken texts.

A response to specific questions, messages or instructions,
extracting and using information requested.

10

Outcome 3
Exchange information, opinions and experiences.

A three- to four-minute role-play, focusing on the resolution
of an issue

20

Total marks

50

* School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 contributes 25 per cent to the final assessment.

27

Unit 4
AREAS OF STUDY

The areas of study common to Units 1–4 are detailed on pages 12–16 of this study design.

outcomes

For this unit the student is required to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from written
texts.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

show knowledge of and use a range of relevant text types;
understand and convey gist, identify main points, and extract and use information;
infer points of view, attitudes, emotions from context and/or choice of language;
summarise, interpret and evaluate information from texts;
compare and contrast aspects of texts on a similar topic;
accurately convey understanding;
show knowledge of and use simple stylistic features such as repetition and contrast;
infer meaning from cognates, grammatical markers, and common patterns of word formation.
appreciate cultural aspects critical to understanding the text.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond critically to spoken and written
texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture of Tamil-speaking communities.
Key knowledge and skills
To achieve this outcome the student should demonstrate the knowledge and skills to:

•
•
•
•
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compare and contrast aspects of life in Tamil-speaking communities with those in Australia;
identify and comment on culturally specific aspects of language, behaviour or attitude;
present an opinion on an aspect of the culture associated with the language;
identify similarities and differences between texts, and find evidence to support particular
views;
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show an awareness that different social contexts require different types of language;
select and make use of relevant reference materials.

Assessment

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has
demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based
on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s overall performance on assessment tasks designated
for the unit. The Board of Studies will publish annually an assessment guide which will include
advice on the scope of the assessment tasks and the criteria for assessment.
The key knowledge and skills listed for each outcome should be used as a guide to course design and
the development of learning activities. The key knowledge and skills do not constitute a checklist
and such an approach is not necessary or desirable for determining achievement of outcomes. The
elements of key knowledge and skills should not be assessed separately.

Assessment of levels of achievement

The student’s level of achievement for Unit 4 will be determined by school-assessed coursework
and two end-of-year examinations.
Contributions to final assessment
School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent of the final assessment.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 will also be assessed by two end-of-year examinations,
which will contribute 50 per cent of the final assessment.

School-assessed coursework
Teachers will provide to the Board of Studies a score representing an assessment of the student’s
level of achievement.
The score must be based on the teacher’s rating of performance of each student on the tasks set
out in the following table and in accordance with an assessment guide published annually by the
Board of Studies. The assessment guide will also include advice on the scope of the tasks and the
criteria for assessment.
Assessment tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not
unduly add to the workload associated with that program. They must be completed in class time
and under supervision.
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Outcomes

Assessment tasks

Marks allocated*

Outcome 1
Analyse and use information from written texts.

A response to specific questions, messages or instructions,
extracting and using information requested.

Outcome 2
Respond critically to spoken and written texts which
reflect aspects of the language and culture of the Tamilspeaking communities.

A 250–300-word informative, persuasive or evaluative written
response, for example report, comparison or review.
and
A three- to four-minute interview on an issue related to texts
studied.
Total marks

10

20

20
50

* School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 contributes 25 per cent to the final assessment.

End-of-year examinations
The end-of-year examinations are:
• an oral examination
• a written examination.

Oral examination (approximately 15 minutes)

Purpose
The oral examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s knowledge and skill in using
spoken Tamil.
Specifications
The oral examination has two sections.
Section 1: Conversation (approximately 7 minutes)
The examination will begin with a conversation between the student and the assessor(s). It will
consist of a general conversation about the student’s personal world, for example school and home
life, family and friends, interests and aspirations.
Section 2: Discussion (approximately 8 minutes)
Following the Conversation the student will indicate to the assessor(s) the sub-topic chosen for
detailed study and, in no more than one minute, briefly introduce the main focus of their sub-topic,
alerting assessors to any objects brought to support the Discussion. The focus of the Discussion
will be to explore aspects of the language and culture of Tamil-speaking communities. The student
will be expected to either make reference to texts studied or, if they have elected to follow the
VET option, to discuss aspects of Outcomes 2, 5, 13, 14 or 15 from module 2B.

The student may support the Discussion with objects such as photographs, diagrams, and maps.
Notes and cue cards are not permitted.
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Written examination (3 hours including 10 minutes reading time)

The student may use monolingual and/or bilingual print dictionaries in the written examination.
Section 1: Listening and responding
Purpose
Section 1 of the written examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s knowledge and
skill in analysing information from spoken texts.

The student will be expected to demonstrate understanding of general and specific information from
spoken texts and respond in English in Part A and Tamil in Part B to questions on this information.
The questions may require the student to identify information related to:
• the context, purpose and audience of the text;
• aspects of the language of the text, for example tone, register, knowledge of language structures.
Specifications
Section 1 of the written examination has two parts, Part A and Part B. The texts in both parts will
be related to one or more of the prescribed themes.

The student hears five to seven texts in Tamil covering a number of text types. The total listening
time for one reading of the texts without pauses will be approximately 7–8 minutes.
Some texts will be short, that is one reading of each text will be approximately 35–45 seconds.
Some texts will be longer, that is one reading of each text will be approximately 90–120 seconds.
Each text will be heard twice. There will be a pause between the first and second readings in which
the student may take notes. The student will be given sufficient time after the second reading to
complete responses.
The student will be expected to respond to a range of question types, such as completing a table,
chart, list or form, or responding to a message, open-ended questions or multiple-choice items.
Part A
There will be two to four short texts, and one longer text.
Questions will be phrased in English for responses in English.
Part B
There will be one short text and one longer text.
Questions will be phrased in English and Tamil for responses in Tamil.
Section 2: Reading and responding
Purpose
Section 2 of the written examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s knowledge and
skill in analysing and responding to information from written texts.

In Part A the student will be required to demonstrate understanding of written texts. The student
may be required to extract, summarise, and/or evaluate information from texts. If the texts are
related, the student may be required to compare and/or contrast aspects of both.
In Part B the student will be expected to demonstrate understanding of a written text by responding
in Tamil to information provided in a text.
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Specifications
Section 2 of the written examination has two parts, Part A and Part B. The texts in both parts will
be related to one or more of the prescribed themes.

Part A
The student will be required to read two texts in Tamil of 400–500 words in total. The texts will
be different in style and purpose but may be related in subject matter or context.
Questions on the texts will be phrased in English for responses in English.
Part B
The student will be required to read a short text in Tamil of approximately 150 words, such as a
letter, message, advertisement, or notice. The student will be required to respond to questions,
statements, comments and/or other specific items provided in the written text. The task will specify
a purpose, context and audience. The text type the student will be required to produce will be
drawn from those listed for productive use on page 13.
The student will be expected to write a response of 150–200 words in Tamil. The task will be
phrased in English and Tamil for a response in Tamil.
Section 3: Writing in Tamil
Purpose
Section 3 of the written examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s ability to express
ideas through the creation of original text in Tamil.
Specifications
The student will be required to write a text involving presentation of ideas and/or information and/
or opinions. There will be a choice of two to four tasks. The tasks will be related to one or more
of the prescribed themes. Tasks will accommodate a range of student interests and will be set to
ensure that the student is provided with opportunities for producing different kinds of writing
(informative, imaginative, persuasive, etc.) through, for example:

•
•

having different purposes, audiences and contexts;
requiring different text types (see table of text types for productive use).

The student will be required to write a response of 200–250 words in Tamil. The tasks will be
phrased in English and Tamil for a response in Tamil.
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SUMMARY OF OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT TASKS

The following tables provide an overview of outcomes and assessment tasks required for Units 1–4.

Outcomes and assessment tasks for Units 1 and 2
Outcomes

Unit 1 (4 tasks)

Outcomes

1
Establish and maintain a
written or spoken exchange
related to personal areas of
experience.

Informal conversation.
or
Reply to personal letter/fax/
email.

1
Participate in a written or
spoken exchange related to
making arrangements and
completing transactions.

Listen to spoken texts (e.g.
conversations, interviews,
broadcasts) to obtain
information to complete
notes, charts or tables in
Tamil or English.
and
Read written texts (e.g.
extracts, advertisements,
letters) to obtain information
to complete notes, charts or
tables, in Tamil or English.

Listen to, read, and extract
and use information and
ideas from spoken and
written texts.

Listen to spoken texts (e.g.
conversations, interviews,
broadcasts) and reorganise
information and ideas in a
different text type.
and
Read written texts (e.g.
extracts, advertisements,
letters) and reorganise
information and ideas in a
different text type.

3

3
Produce a personal response
to a text
focusing on real or imaginary
experience.

Formal letter/fax/email.
or
Role-play.
or
Interview.

2

2
Listen to, read, and obtain
information from written and
spoken texts.

Unit 2 (4 tasks)

Oral presentation.
or
Review.
or
Article.

Give expression to real or
imaginary experience in
written or spoken form.

Journal entry.
or
Personal account.
or
Short story.
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Outcomes and coursework assessment tasks for Units 3 and 4
Outcomes

Unit 3 (3 tasks)

Outcomes

Unit 4 (3 tasks)

1
Express ideas through the
production of original
texts.

A 250-word personal or
imaginative written piece.

1
Analyse and use information
from written texts.

A response to specific questions,
messages or instructions,
extracting and using information
requested.

2

2
Analyse and use information
from spoken texts.

A response to specific
questions, messages or
instructions, extracting
and using the information
requested.

Respond critically to
spoken and written texts
which reflect aspects
of the language and
culture of Tamil-speaking
communities.

A 250–300-word informative,
persuasive or evaluative written
response, for example report,
comparison or review.
and
A three- to four-minute interview
on an issue related to the texts
studied.

3
Exchange information, opinions
and experiences.

A three- to four-minute roleplay, focusing on the resolution
of an issue.

Contribution of assessment tasks to study score
School-assessed coursework

%

End-of-year examinations

Unit 3
250-word personal or imaginative
written piece.
Response to spoken texts.
Three- to four-minute role-play.

Oral examination
10

Conversation
12.5

5

Discussion

10

Unit 4
Response to written texts.

%

Written examination
5

Listening and responding
Part A: Response in English
Part B: Response in Tamil

10
5

250–300-word informative, persuasive
or evaluative written piece.

10

Reading and responding
Part A: Response in English
Part B: Response in Tamil

10
5

Three- to four-minute interview.

10

Writing

34

7.5

VCE study design

Overall contribution of school-assessed coursework and end-of-year examinations

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH: TAMIL

Unit 4

%

Oral

32.5

Responding to spoken texts

20

Responding to written texts

20

Writing

27.5
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Advice for teachers
DEVELOPING A COURSE

A course outlines the nature and sequence of teaching and learning necessary for students to
demonstrate achievement of the set of outcomes for a unit. Outcomes are introduced by summary
statements and are followed by the key knowledge and skills which relate to the outcomes.
It is recognised that the four macroskills of listening, reading, writing and speaking are elements
that generally operate in an integrated way. Nevertheless, it is usually possible to identify a focus
skill, or combination of skills that predominate in the performance of a particular task or activity.
This approach is reflected in the organisation of the outcomes, and the key knowledge and skills
associated with them. The overall balance of emphasis across the macroskills in assessment tasks
is indicated in the table on page 35.
Teachers must develop courses that include appropriate learning activities to enable students to
develop the knowledge and skills identified in the outcome statements in each unit. For Units 1
and 2, teachers must select assessment tasks from those provided. Tasks do not have to be lengthy
to make a decision about student demonstration of achievement of an outcome.
In Units 3 and 4, assessment is more structured. For school-assessed coursework, assessment tasks
are prescribed. The contribution that each task makes to the total school-assessed coursework is
also stipulated.

METHODS

Any communicative teaching method or combination of methods which allows students to
demonstrate achievement of the outcomes of the course is appropriate. Since the aims and outcomes
emphasise communication, teaching methods should ensure that students are provided with a
high level of appropriate input in the language, and are involved in activities which encourage
purposeful language use.
Teachers should note, however, that the listing of vocabulary, grammatical structures, and other
elements of language indicates that a focus on these is also a necessary part of students’ preparation.
Teachers themselves will judge at what points in their course such instruction will be needed.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION

The idea of an organisational focus may be helpful in planning and sequencing learning activities
and assessment tasks, and the content associated with them. Themes and topics can serve as effective
organisational focuses for activities, as can a discourse form, a skill or a text.
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USE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

In designing courses and developing learning activities for Tamil, teachers are encouraged to make
use of applications of information technology and new learning technologies, such as computerbased learning, multimedia and the World Wide Web.

Example outlines

The example outlines which follow are not intended to represent fully worked courses, but illustrate
one way of integrating areas of study, outcomes, learning activities and assessment tasks. They
include suggested sub-topics for the detailed study, and an example of how VET and VCE outcomes
and assessment tasks can be aligned. The examples that make use of information technology are
identified by this icon
.

Unit 1
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The individual

role-play dialogue between two students finding out
about each other’s personal details and qualities

Topic

Personal identity
Grammar

Pronouns, adjectives, verbs-tenses
Text types

Survey, dialogue, letter, profile, interview

conduct a survey of classmates and their leisure
activities
use the Internet to research the personal profile of a
well- known person; complete a timeline, with notes, of
their career
view a video or recorded news clip and present your
views to the class about the main character(s)/event(s)
presented

Example assessment tasks
Outcome 1: Establish and maintain a spoken
or written exchange related to personal areas of
experience.
Write a profile of yourself in a reply to a letter from
a penfriend. Outline your interests and leisure
activities.

Outcome 2: Listen to, read and obtain information
from written and spoken texts.
Listen to a recorded interview with a famous Tamil
personality, and use the headings provided to
complete a profile of them.
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Unit 1
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The Tamil-speaking communities

listen to interviews with Tamil-speaking teenagers living
in Australia, and discuss the issues presented

Topic

Culture and traditions
Grammar

Quantifiers, comparatives
Text types

read texts about the celebration of an important festival
in a Tamil-speaking community; explain the importance
of the festival in a short article
read an article about tourists in Tamil-speaking countries
and use the information to compile a list of dos and
don’ts for potential tourists

Interview, survey, article, list, story

Example assessment tasks
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Outcome 2: Listen to, read and obtain information
from written and spoken texts.

Outcome 3: Produce a personal response to a text
focusing on real or imaginary experience.

Read an extract from a brochure and use the
information to complete a table about ceremonies
and their importance.

Read a short story focusing on an aspect of Tamil
traditions and write a brief review.
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Unit 2
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The individual

read an advertisement for a casual job and write an
application

Topic

Education and aspirations
Grammar

Verb, aspect and mood
Text types

Advertisement, letter, curriculum
vitae, email, text of a speech, report,
conversation

telephone an employment agency and request
information about jobs requiring Tamil speakers, and
make notes
write a CV and attach it to an email directed to a
potential employer
write the text of a speech to be presented to a local
community meeting about the importance of studying
Tamil
search the Internet for information on educational
options in a Tamil-speaking country, and reorganise the
information into a short report

Example assessment task
Outcome 1: Participate in a spoken or written
exchange related to making arrangements and
completing transactions.

A friend has decided to leave school. Try to
convince them to reconsider their decision.
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Unit 2
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The Tamil-speaking communities

select a website about a famous place and use the
information to write a short article to include in a tourist
brochure

Topic

The past and present
Grammar

Imperative, past tense
Text types

Brochure, website, account, biography,
conversation

listen to an account of a significant historical event and
write a report explaining the causes and outcomes that
resulted
read a factual historical account and an extract from a
fictional story; summarise the differences
read a selection of short biographies and select a
person to research further, giving reasons for your
choice

Example assessment task
Outcome 2: Listen to, read, and extract and use
information and ideas from spoken and written
texts.
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Listen to a conversation about an historical event
and use the information to write a short article
about the event.
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Unit 2
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The Tamil-speaking communities

read a short story and write a short review for
publication in a magazine

Topic

The Arts and entertainment
Grammar

Nominal sentence, clauses – purpose, time
Text types

Story, interview, talk, profile, journal/diary
entry, article

view a video/film clip on traditional entertainment in a
Tamil-speaking country, and write a short report
listen to a radio interview with a student from a music/
dance school, and write a summary of the key features
mentioned
use the Internet and print sources to research a
traditional Tamil art or music form; give a short talk on
your chosen subject
read about a Tamil legend and then rewrite the story
from the perspective of one of the characters

Example assessment tasks
Outcome 3: Give expression to real or imaginary
experience in written or spoken form.
Imagine you are a famous Tamil celebrity. Write a
journal entry for one day of your life.

Outcome 2: Listen to, read, and extract and use
information and ideas from spoken and written
texts.
Read an extract about a traditional performance,
and use the information to write an article
explaining its history and significance.
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Unit 3
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The individual

interview a Tamil-speaking student living overseas and
ask about schools and further education in their country,
and take notes

Topic

Education and aspirations
Grammar

Cohesive devices
Text types

Article, conversation, interview, survey,
brochure, letter

survey students in class about their future aspirations
and summarise the findings
design a brochure providing information about
educational opportunities in Australia, to be made
available in a Tamil-speaking country
write an email letter to a Tamil-speaking friend about
your experiences of being a student in Australia; ask for
details of student life in the country where your friend
lives

Example assessment task
Outcome 1: Express ideas through the production
of original texts.

Imagine you are studying overseas. Write a letter
home to your family about your experiences.

A 250-word personal or imaginative written piece.

Unit 3
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The Tamil-speaking communities

watch video episodes from a program about an epic or
legend and write a short account of the main events

Topic

The past and present
Grammar

Past
Text types

Story, legend, epic, report, notes, letter

using information provided in newspaper articles, write
a report about the social and family obligations of Tamil
women today
view a film about the lifestyles of Tamil families in the
past and discuss the changes when compared with the
present day

Example assessment task
Outcome 1: Express ideas through the production
of original texts.
A 250-word personal or imaginative written piece.
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Write a letter to a character from an epic or legend
(e.g. Sita, Draupathi or Kannaki) explaining how
things have changed today.
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Unit 3
Theme		

The changing world
Topic

Changing lifestyles
Grammar

Adjectives, verb – the indicative, future
Text types

Examples of learning activities

read an article about the pros and cons of maintaining
traditions and make notes
interview an older person about their earlier life, and
write up a short report
discuss changes in lifestyle and identify those which,
in your opinion, could be seen as negative, and those
which could be seen as beneficial

Article, interview

Example assessment task
Outcome 2: Analyse and use information from
spoken texts.
A response to specific questions, messages or
instructions, extracting and using the information
requested.

Listen to two people discussing the importrance
of a ceremony. Use the information to write the
text of a speech arguing for the need to maintain
traditions, as well as keep up with change.

Unit 3
Theme		

The individual
Topic

Education and aspirations
Grammar

Question form, nominal sentences
Text types

Letter, list, conversation

Examples of learning activities

search the Internet for employment sites and write a list
of necessary qualifications
read an education course outline and list the courses
offered, fees and prerequisites required
write a letter to persuade a friend to apply for a position
which has recently been advertised
listen to an interview about employment options in the
future and use the information to write a short report

Example assessment task
Outcome 3: Exchange information, opinions and
experiences.
A three- to four-minute role-play, focusing on the
resolution of an issue.

Convince a friend of the value of undertaking a
particular course which involves travelling and
living in India.
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Unit 4
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The changing world

read newspaper articles about the employment
practices of some well-known sports companies, and
discuss the issues raised in class

Topic

World of work
Grammar

Clauses, tense – continuous, perfect, dative
case, future tense
Text types

Article, documentary, advertisement, letter

watch a documentary that focuses on addressing issues
related to working conditions and list the approaches
taken
discuss opportunities for work or further training after
completing Year 12, and the relationship between
employment and length of education
write an advertisement urging students to undertake
voluntary work

Example assessment tasks
Outcome 1: Analyse and use information from
written texts.
Read letters to the editor on the issue of labour
costs, summarise the points made, and identify
and explain the actions suggested.

Outcome 2: Respond critically to spoken and
written texts which reflect aspects of the language
and culture of Tamil-speaking communities.
A 250-word informative, persuasive or evaluative
written response, for example report, comparison
or review.
Write a 250-word informative article for inclusion
in a brochure issued by World Vision about issues
related to working conditions and how they are
being addressed.
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Unit 4
Theme		

Examples of learning activities

The changing world

make notes during a class discussion on how women
are portrayed in Tamil films, stories and advertisements

Topic

Status of women
Grammar

The habitual present, the passive voice
Text types

Article, notes, debate

listen to a series of radio interviews and discuss the
changing attitude of younger people towards the values
held by older people
watch two films and summarise and compare the roles
played by the main characters in each
take part in a class debate on the status of women,
either supporting or opposing the need for change

Example assessment task
Outcome 2: Respond critically to spoken and
written texts which reflect aspects of the language
and culture of the Tamil-speaking communities.

Discuss one way in which the role of women has
changed and explain the impact of this change with
reference to texts studied.

A three- to four-minute interview on an issue
related to the texts studied.
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Suggested sub-topics for detailed study

The following topics and sub-topics have been broken down to include suggested areas that might
form the focus of a detailed study. Teachers may wish to focus on one of these areas and expand it
to include further areas, or they might choose to incorporate all areas, depending on how closely
they can be linked.
Theme: The Tamil-speaking communities
Topic: Culture and traditions

Possible sub-topics for detailed study:
• The origin and significance of religious festivals.
• Food as a reflection of culture.
• A Tamil tradition and its meaning.
• The link between language and culture.
Topic: Travel and tourism in a Tamil-speaking country
• The importance and impact of tourism.
Theme: The changing world
Topic: Changing lifestyles

Possible sub-topics for detailed study:
• Maintaining tradition versus looking to the future.
• The role of the family today and in the past.
Topic: World of work
Possible sub-topic for detailed study:
• Work today and in the future.
Theme: The changing world
Topic: Status of women

Possible sub-topics for detailed study:
• The status of women in the past, present and future.
• The role of women as depicted in Tamil literature.
• A woman who has contributed significantly to the Tamil-speaking world.
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Example outline of assessment tasks incorporating both VET and VCE
outcomes

The outline below is an example of how all the VET outcomes required for the National TAFE
Language Course, Module 2B (Certificate 3 Applied Languages), can be aligned with VCE
outcomes and assessment tasks for Units 2, 3 and 4.
VET Outcome 3:
and
VET Outcome 4:

Enquire about courses at an educational institution.

VCE Unit 2 Outcome 1:

Formal letter.

Assessment task:

You are thinking of applying to do a training course at a college
in a Tamil-speaking community. Write a formal letter to the
overseas education officer enquiring about types, costs, length
and entry into courses related to your area of interest. Enquire
also about the types, cost and availability of accommodation
on the campus.

VET Outcome 1:
and
VET Outcome 6:

Seek medical attention at a hospital/surgery/chemist
(1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4).
Write a thank-you letter/thank someone over the phone
(6.1, 6.2, 6.3).

VCE Unit 2 Outcome 2:

Read extracts, letters and reorganise the information and ideas
in a different text type.

Assessment task:

A message has been left for you explaining that a guest due
to arrive at the hotel where you work has been taken ill in
transit. Ring the local doctor and describe the condition of
the patient, symptoms, and the information you have about
their medical history. Seek advice on the best action to take
and thank them for their assistance.

Enquire about housing at an educational institution.
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VET Outcomes 11 and 12: Describe personality of people. Exchange information about
the area where you live.
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VCE Unit 2 Outcome 2:

Listen to spoken texts and reorganise information and ideas
in a different text type.

Assessment task:

Listen to the interviews conducted by the students’ association
and write a report to be published in the students’ magazine
as advice for students intending to study overseas. Based on
the information they provide, include details of the pros and
cons of sharing accommodation, and the main things to look
for in good accommodation.

VET Outcome 1:
and
VET Outcome 8:

Seek medical attention at a hospital/surgery/chemist
(1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8).
Hold a short conversation with one or more persons.

VCE Unit 3 Outcome 3:

Three- to four-minute role-play focusing on the resolution of
an issue.

Assessment task:

A member of the tour group has been experiencing serious
headaches and you have made an appointment with the local
doctor. Assist your client to fill in the form provided. Explain
their symptoms. Clarify the dosage and any side effects of
the medicine prescribed for them. Ask politely about the
possibilities of obtaining a second opinion.

VET Outcome 5:
and
VET Outcome 9:

Demonstrate basic knowledge of the education system in
a Tamil-speaking community.
Write a short dialogue or passage.

VCE Unit 3 Outcome 1:

250-word personal piece.

Assessment task:

You have recently returned from an exchange visit to a
Tamil-speaking community. Write an article for your school
magazine focusing on your experiences of the school system
in a Tamil-speaking community. Describe your views of the
structure, philosophy and attitude to school, the subjects
offered, level of achievement attained and aspects of the
school culture, such as discipline, uniform, staff, and student
relations.
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VET Outcome 7:

Comprehend a simple, short conversation between two native
speakers.

VCE Unit 3 Outcome 2:

Analyse and use information from written texts.

Assessment task:

Listen to the radio interview on changing attitudes to education
in a Tamil-speaking community. Using the information
provided, write a comparison between the situation for school
leavers in Australia and a Tamil-speaking community.

VET Outcome 2:
and
VET Outcome 10:

Demonstrate basic knowledge of medical practices and
sickness in a Tamil-speaking community.
Read a short dialogue or passage.

VCE Unit 4 Outcome 1:

Analyse and use information from written texts.

Assessment task:

Read the two articles related to health provision in a Tamilspeaking community. Using the information provided, write
an article for a travel magazine outlining the major features of
health provision in a Tamil-speaking community, and provide
key advice for potential tourists.

Detailed study
VET Outcome 13:
and
VET Outcomes 14,15:

Demonstrate basic knowledge of politics and government in
a Tamil-speaking community.		
Develop some specialised language and cultural knowledge.

VCE Unit 4 Outcome 2:
and
VCE Unit 4 Outcome 2:

250–300-word informative piece.

Assessment tasks:

Write an informative article in which you outline the political
figures currently prominent in a Tamil-speaking community,
and one or two recent issues or events.

Three- to four-minute interview on an issue related to texts
studied.

There can only be real economic progress if the populace learns
to look after itself, rather than relying on the state. Discuss
this issue in a three- to four-minute interview.
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SUMMARY OF OUTCOMES: MODULE 2B OF THE NATIONAL TAFE LANGUAGE COURSE
(CERTIFICATE III, APPLIED LANGUAGES)
1. Seek medical attention at hospital/surgery/chemist.
2. Demonstrate basic knowledge of medical practices, health and sickness in C2.
3. Enquire about courses at an educational institution.
4. Enquire about housing at an educational institution.
5. Demonstrate basic knowledge of the educational system in C2.
6. Write a thank-you letter/thank someone over the phone.
7. Comprehend a simple short conversation between two native speakers.
8. Hold a short conversation with one or more persons.
9. Write a short dialogue, notes or messages or narrative passage.
10. Read a short dialogue or narrative passage.
11. Describe personality of people.
12. Exchange information about the area/suburb/state where you live.
13. Demonstrate basic knowledge of politics and government in C2.
14. Develop some specialised cultural knowledge.
15. Develop some specialised language knowledge.

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF WRITING

The following descriptions outline the main characteristics of five different kinds of writing. They
are intended as a guide only; students would not be expected to include all aspects in their writing.

Personal writing:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creates a sense of person/personality for the writer in the reader’s mind.
Establishes a relationship/intimacy/empathy between the writer and the reader.
Usually employs first and/or second person; subjective; informal, familiar style/register; often
includes emotive language.
Emphasises ideas, opinions, feelings and impressions, rather than factual, objective information.
Uses, in reflective writing, the act of writing to help the author understand and unravel his/
her own feelings or ideas.
May, in certain contexts, use contracted language, such as is used in speech.

Imaginative writing:
•
•
•
•
•
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Manipulates the reader’s response to the piece to create the desired impression or response;
visual and/or emotional appeal.
Usually creates a strong sense of context (physical surroundings and atmosphere) and situation.
Normally includes description (person, place, emotion, atmosphere), so careful selection of
language such as adjectives and adverbs (or their equivalents) are important.
Uses techniques such as variation in sentence length, juxtaposition of different sentence lengths,
careful control of structure and sequencing, to add to the overall effect by creating the desired
atmosphere or conveying the required emotion.
May break normal sequencing for added impact, such as in a flashback or in a final disclosure
which puts a different interpretation on preceding passages.
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Persuasive writing:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Manipulates the reader’s emotions and opinions in order to achieve a specific purpose, that
is, to achieve a desired outcome or effect which is important to and selected by the writer.
Is strongly influenced by the nature of the target audience in choosing the persuasive techniques
to adopt; that is, the language (vocabulary, sentence structures, style/register), structure and
sequencing of the piece are framed with the particular audience and purpose in mind.
Requires choice of the best word (with the precise shade of meaning and overtones of approval/
disapproval, virtue/vice etc.), so range of vocabulary and dictionary technique are important.
Aims in certain instances (for example, advertisements) to keep the target audience unaware
of being manipulated and adopts an appearance of objectivity and rationality by using indirect,
subtle, secretive techniques; confidential, intimate, collaborative style and register.
Sometimes uses exaggeration, extravagant language, and humour to create a conspiratorial
relationship between the writer and the reader.
Often uses the second person for direct address and appeal.
Sometimes employs direct speech and questions to intensify the relationship with the audience.
May use techniques such as the use of technical or scientific language and superlatives or
quantitative statements to lend authority to the content.

Informative writing:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Aims to convey information from the writer to the reader as clearly, comprehensively and
accurately as possible.
Usually uses objective style and impersonal expressions, although the writer may use an
informal style to establish a relationship of ‘friendly helper’ with the reader.
Normally has no particular point of view to convey; if a point of view is involved, the writing
becomes either persuasive (aiming to convert the reader to a particular point of view or attitude
in order to convince him or her to act or respond in a certain way) or evaluative (aiming to
weigh two or more items/ideas in order to convince the reader rationally and objectively that
a particular point of view is correct).
Generally uses facts, examples, explanations, analogies and sometimes statistical information,
quotations and references as evidence.
Chooses language, structure and sequence to make the message clear and unambiguous, so
the sequencing of information is usually logical and predictable.
Probably uses few adjectives, adverbs and images, except as examples or analogies in
explanation.

Evaluative writing:
•
•
•
•

Aims to reach a conclusion acceptable to an intelligent, unbiased reader through the logical
presentation and discussion of facts and ideas.
Presents two or more important aspects of an issue or sides of an argument and discusses these
rationally and objectively; using evidence to support the contrasting sides or alternatives.
Uses objective style; appeals to reason not emotion; creation of an impression of balance and
impartiality is essential.
Often includes expressions of cause, consequence, opposition and concession.
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Main Characteristics of common text types

The following general characteristics are provided as a guide. They are not intended to be definitive,
but include some of the main features found in the written form of some of the more common
text types.
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Text types

Identifiable features

Advertisement

Topic/product name; content (factual and persuasive information); register;
style; layout.

Article (magazine)

Title; content; author (fictional name); register; style; layout.

Article (newspaper)

Title; date; place; content; author (fictional name); register; style; layout.

Brochure/leaflet

Topic; content (factual and persuasive information); heading/sub-headings;
register; style; layout.

Guide (tourist)

Topic; content (factual and persuasive information); heading/sub-headings;
register; style; layout.

Instruction/recipe

Title/topic; structure; content (equipment, method); register; style; layout.

Invitation

Statement of invitation; detail of event (event, date, place, time etc.); details for
responding; register; style; layout.

Journal entry

Date/place/time (as appropriate); structure (related to sequence of thought,
events or importance); opening (often an evaluative comment); content;
(information/reflection/evaluation); conclusion; register; style; layout.

Letter (business)

Address; date; reference number of equivalent; salutation; greeting; body
(content); farewell; signing off (fictional name); register; style; layout.

Letter/postcard (social):
family, friend, acquaintance

Address; date; salutation; greeting; body (content); farewell; signing off
(fictional name); register; style; layout.

Letter (to the editor)

Salutation; structure (introduction, body, conclusion); content; signing off
(pseudonym and/or fictional name and address), register; style; layout.

Message/email

Date; salutation; body (content); farewell; signing off; (fictional name); register;
style; layout.

Profile

Title/heading; content (factual information); headings/sub-headings; register;
style; layout.

Report (factual)

Topic; structure (introduction, body, conclusion); content; author (fictional
name); register; style; layout.

Report (newspaper)

Title; date; place; content; byline (fictional name); register; style; layout.

Report (supporting recommendations)

Topic; structure (introduction body, conclusion); content; use of evidence;
author (fictional name); register; style; layout.

Résumé

Title; content (factual information); register; style; layout.

Review/critique

Topic; structure; content; author (fictional name); register; style; layout.

Script (speech, report, sketch)

Title/topic; structure; content; register; style; layout.

Story, short story

Title/topic; structure; content; author (fictional name); register; style; layout.
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Suitable Resources

Courses must be developed within the framework of the study design: the areas of study, outcome
statements, and key knowledge and skills.
Some of the print resources listed in this section may be out of print. They have been included
because they may still be available from libraries, bookshops and private collections.

books

Teachers’ Handbook 1992, Education Department, Sri Lanka.

Dictionaries

Veluppillai, S, jkpo; nkhopr;nray; E}y;> Subramaniam
Book Depot, Jaffna.

Mq;fpyk; jkpo; nrhw;fsQ;rpak, 1992, University of

Madras.

Balakidna Mudaliyar, Mq;fpyk; jkpo; mfuhjp, South Indian
Tamil Sangam.
GRP Easy Dictionary, GR Publishers, Madras.
Kandia, N S, nre;jkpo; mfuhjp, EVS Enterprises, Singapore.

f;upahtpd; jw;fhyj;jkpo; mfuhjp> 1997, Cre-a Publishers,

Madras.

.jkpo; cah;epiyg;gs;spff
; hd jkpo; mKJ (1–5) 1995,
Curriculum Development Institute of Singapore.

jkpo; (1–10) 1997> jkpo; ehl;Lg; ghl E}y; fofk;>
Department of Educational Publications 1993.
jkpo; Mz;L 6–11, Government Press, Sri Lanka.
jkpo; Mrpupah; if E}y; (Mz;L 6–10) 1993, Department
of Tamil Language, National Institute of Education, Maharagama,
Sri Lanka.

Rajagopal, N, Little Pearl Dictionary, Pearl Publishing House,
New Delhi.

Journals and Periodicals

The Little Lifco Dictionary, The Little Flower Company, Madras.

,e;jpa UNl> Madras.

Winslow, M 1985, A Comprehensive Tamil & English Dictionary,
Asian Educational series, New Delhi.

<oKuR, Australia.

Grammar

vupkiy, TCC, France.

Andronov, M 1969, Standard Grammar of Modern Classical Tamil,
(Available from La Trobe University and Monash University,
Melbourne) .

fyg;ig, Sydney University Tamil Society.

Arumuga Navalar, ,yf;fzr;RUf;fk;, Kall Kwick, Jaffna.
Balachandran, S and Sivapragasam, C 1996, ,yf; f zk; >
nkhopgg; apwr; p> 9k; tFg;G> Tamil Nadu Text Book Committee.

cjak;, Tamil News Pty Ltd Victoria.

fiykfs;, Rajam Offset Printers, Chennai.
nrk;gUj;jp, Jalan ang seng 5047 Brickfield Kulalampur.
jkpo;r; Rlh;, Australia Tamil Federation Bi-annual.
jpdf;Fuy;, United Newspapers, Colombo.

Hart Kausalya 1992, Tamil for Beginners, Centre for South and
South East Asia, Blackwell.

jpdKuR, Thinamurasu Publishers, Sri Lanka.

Navamohan, V 1999, ,yF jkpo; ,yf;fz tpdh
tpil, Jaffna.

tPuNfrup, The Express Newspapers, Sri Lanka.

Saanthaiyooran 1997, GCE A/L j k p o ;
,yf;fzk;, Bright Book Centre, Colombo.

mbg;gil

Veluppillai, S jkpo; mbg;gil ,yf;fzk;> Subramaniam
Book Depot, Jaffna.

Coursebooks
Amirthalingathurai, K V 1992, jkpo; nkhopr;nray; E}y;,
Laxmi Printers.
Aseervatham, M V 1962, gapYk; jkpo;> Aseervatham Press.
Rajaram, S 1979, An Intensive Course in Tamil: Dialogues, Drills
Exercises, Vocabulary, Grammar and Word Index (available from
University of Sydney Library).

kq;if, Dolton Publications, Chennai.

Radio

,d;gj;jkpo; xyp, 24-hour radio Service, Tamil Media Group,
Sydney PTD, PO Box 1224 Burwood NSW 1805, tel. (02) 9747
2792.

,d;gj;jkpo; khiy> Sydney 2Ccr FM 90.5, 6.00 pm–8.00 pm,
Melbourne and Canberra – relayed by ,d;gj;jkpo; xyp –
24-hour radio Service.

rq; f ehjk ; > Melbourne 3MDR FM 97.1, Sunday 8.00 am–
10.00 am.

jkpo; xyp, Brisbane AM 1053, 9.00 pm.
jkpo; xyp, Western Australia FM 95.3, Monday 7.30 pm–8.00 pm
jkpo; Xir> Melbourne 3ZZZ FM 92.3, Thursday 8.00 pm–
9.00 pm
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jkpo; Fuy;> Canberra FM 103.1, Tuesday 7.00 pm–7.30 pm.

WEBSITES

jkpo; Fuy;> Melbourne 3CR AM 855, Tuesday 6.30 pm–7.30
pm, Canberra and Sydney relayed by ,d;gj;jkpo; xyp> 24-hour
Tamil Radio Service.

www.intamm.com/index.htm

jkpor; N; rhiy> Western Australia FM 95.3, 10.30 am–12.00 noon.

Personal views and opinions

jkpo; Kof;fk;> Sydney FM 98.5, Saturday 8.00 am–9.00 am.
Northern Territory Top FM 104.1, Saturday 8.00 am to 9.00 am,
SBS (National) Australia.

Television

,d; g j; j kpo; xsp > Sydney Channel 31 (UHF31) Sunday
6.00 pm–7.00 pm.

jkpo; njhiyf;fhl;rp> Melbourne Channel 31 (UHF31)
6.30 pm–7.00 pm.

WEBSITES
Webpages of Tamil Electronic Library © KKalyanasundaram
www.geocities.com/Athens/5180/index.html
has information in English and Tamil on various topics.
Tamil website for the international Business and Professional
Tamil Community
www.intamm.com/index.htm
has information in Tamil on a wide range of topics.
Tamil website for Ganthalaham
www.tamilcinema.com
www.ccom.lk/virakesari/index.htm
www.dinamani.com

Book
Amirtha Gowrinayagi 1998, ngw;whh; gpsi
; sfs; cstpay>;
Ahilan Associates, Toronto.

JOURNALS AND PERIODICALS
Renuka 1999, Mlk;guj;jpUkzk; mtrpak; jhdh> tPuNfrup ,
11 May.
Sathasivam, S G S 1999, njUNthur;rpWth;fspd; gupjhg
epiy, tPuNfrup, 24 January.

WEBSITES
www.tamilcinema.com

Education and aspirations
Books
Krishnaswami, Dr P S RaKd;Ndw;w topfs;, Narmada
Publishers.
Rudran, Dr, thoepidj;jhy; thoyhk;, Narmada Publishers.
Mervin, cah;T cd;dplNk, Kumaran Publishers.

www.indiadirect.com/thinaboomi

WEBSITES

www.bbc.co.uk/tamil/program.htm

www.intamm.com/education/index.html

THE INDIVIDUAL

Personal identity
Book
Kamala, V S 1981, Foe;ijfs; ehl;bd; nry;tf;fsQ;rpaq;fs;,
NCPH, Chennai.

JOURNALS and Periodicals

Foe;ij jpUkz jil kNrhjh epuhfupg;G> 1996,

India Today, October.

Kaanthan 1999, tujl;riz je;JdhNddh, fyg;ig,
January.
Latha Rayani 1997, ,il ntsp mghak;> Mde;jtpfld;>
April.
Sivarasa Malar 1998, FLk;gj;jpy; rpWth;fSf;Fk; gq;F>
tPuNfrup, 26 December.
Vivek 1995, epyh Kw;wk;> vupkiy, March.

54

www.tamilcinema.com

www.intamm.com/culture/index.html
ww.kalvi.com

THE Tamil-Speaking Communities

Culture and traditions
Books
Aravaanan, K P 1991, jkpoh; Nky;epfo;ej; gz;ghl;Lg;gilnaLg;Gfs;,
Paari, Chennai.
Bennet, O 1986, Diwali, Macmillan Education.
Dhakshinamurthy, A 1994, jkpoh; ehfupfKk; gz;ghLk;,Yazh
Publishers, Chennai.
GuhanandaSarma 1992, ,e; J rka tpohf; f Sk;
tpujq;fSk;> Dept of Hindu Religion and Culture, Colombo,
Sri Lanka.
Gupta, B A 1994, Hindu Holidays and Ceremonies. Asian
Educational Services, Madras.
Jagadisa Iyer, N 1989, South Indian Festivities, Asian Educational
Foundation, Madras.
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Kaaziyoor, Naarayanan 1995, ,e;J jpUkzk;> fq;if
Gj;jfepiyak;, Chennai.

Gurumoorthy, P 1997, jkpo; ,irAk; ,e; J ]; j hdp
,irAk;> fiykfs; jPghtsp kyh;, October.

Kanthy, Dr K 1980, jkpoh; gof; f tof; f q; f Sk;
ek; g pf; i ffSk; > International Institute of Tamil Studies,
Chennai.

Nathan SV 1997, fhtpupf;fiuapypUe;J eh;kjhtiu>
fiykfs; jPghtsp kyh;, October.

Marchant, K 1996, Divali, Wayland Publishers.
Mitters 1985, Hindu Festivals, Wayland Publishers.
Moorthy, Shanta 1992, ghujg;gz;biffs;, Vanathi Publishers,
Chennai.
Muttiah, N, gd;dpUkhj epidTfs;, Dept of Hindu Religion
and Culture, Colombo.
Muthu Kannppar, Prof T 1998, mt; i tahh; tho; T k;
thf;Fk;> fq;if Gj;jfepiyak;, Chennai.
Namasivayam, K 1981, jkpoh; czT, International Institute
of Tamil Studies, Chennai.
Pahavathy, K 1980, jkpoh; Milfs;, International Institute
of Tamil Studies, Chennai.
Pannan, jkpoh; gz;biffs;> fq;ifg; gjpg;gfk;.
Sankaran, S 1986, ,e;jpa ehfupfk;, Vanathi Publishers, Chennai.
Saravanamuthu 1993, f p u h k f ; f t p i j t s K k ;
rpe;jidf;fl;LiufSk;, Starline Printers, Colombo.
Sasivalli 1985, jkpoh; jpUkzk;, International Institute of
Tamil Studies, Madras.
Shanmugadas, A 1984, jpUkzeil Kiwfs;> Kj;jkpo;
ntspaPl;Lf; fofk;, Jaffna.
SivanandaSarma 1988, irt tpujq;fSk; tpohf;fSk;,
Thirukkanitha Printing, Madduvil.
Sivapathasuntheram, S 1978, irtfpupia
Saivaprakasa Press, Jaffna.

tpsf; f k; ,

Subramanium, Dr S V, Madhavan, Dr Veerasamy 1981, The
Cultural Heritage of the Tamils, International Institute of Tamil
Studies, Chennai.

Navaliyoor Paramalingam, 1999, jkpo; rpq;fs Gj;jhz;bd;
tuyhw;W Kf;fpaj;Jtk;> tPuNfrup> 11 April.
Neelamani, K P 1997, ee;jp Njth; kj;jsk; nfhl;l>
fiykfs; jPghtsp kyh;, October.
Paramasivam, T 1999, ijg; n ghq; f Yk; ijg; G +rKk; >

nrk;gUj;jp, January.

Rajendran Narmatha 1999, jhyhl;Lg;ghLk; fhyk; jhd;
tUNkh, 20 June.
Ramalingam, P 1997, nrk;ik eyk;tha;ej
; ,irr;nrk;ky;>
fiykfs; jPghtsp kyh;, October.
Renuka, 1999, jpj;jpf;Fk; nghq;fy; jpUehs;> tPuNfrup,
10 January.
Sis Britto Aloysius, 1998, ej;jhh; gz;bif> tPuNfrup,
20 December.
Sis Britto Aloysius 1998, ehl;Lf;FehL NtWgLk; ej;jhh;
gz;bif> tPuNfrup, 20 December.
Sister Sebamalai, 1999, caph;j;jNaR vk;NkhL vd;Wk;
,Uf;fpwhh;> tPuNfrup, 4 April.
Vijayaratnam, V K 1999, KUfd; cjpj; j itfhrp
tprhfk;> tPuNfrup, 30 May.

WEBSITES
www.intamm.com/culture/index.htm
www.intamm.com/arts/festi.htm

The past and present
Books

Sri Saraswathy Swami 1995, ekJ ghujfyhrhuk;, Vanathi
Publishers, Chennai.

Ambi, E 1995, kUj;Jtj; jkpo;Kd;Ndhb> lhf;lh;
f;uPd;, The South India Saivasithantha Works Publishing Society,
Tinnavely.

Swaminathan, S 1985, tho; f ; i f
mt;it Poompuhar, Chennai.

tpsf; F my; y J

Chandrakanthan (ed.) 1996, ghujpahh;ftpijfd; , Akshara
Publishers, Chennai.

Thamilvaanan 1982, gok;jkpoh; gz;ghLk; ehfupfKk;,
Manimegali Publishers, Chennai.

Chandrasegaran, K 1961, u t P e ; j p u e h j ; l h $ h ; tho;ifAk;ftpijAk;, Sahithya Academy, New Delhi.

Thirumalar, A P 1991> jkpoh; t ho; t py; jhyp> jkpo;
newpf;fofk;, Malaysia.

Ganesalingan Se 1997, K.t epidTfs; , Pari Nilayam,
Chennai.

JOURNALS and periodicals

Iramakannapan 1993, ftpQh; fz;zjhrdplk; fz;lJk;
Nfl;lJk;, Gangai Puthahalayam, Chennai.

Aiyaz, G G, jpahfj;jpU ehs; `[;> tPuNfrup, 28 March.
Chandramohan, S V 1997, tUj;jg;glhky; ghuk; Rkg;gth;fs;>
fiykfs;, August.
1997, moFNjtijaha; fiykfs;> jPghtsp kyh;, October.
Historical Account of Kalakshetra School of Dancing – interview
with Srimathi Rukmanidevi.
Devan, S R S 1999, ghuk;gupa ,e;J kjr; rlq;Ffs;>
tPuNfrup, 6 June.

Murugesamudaliyar, S 1979, aho;g;ghzg; Gyth;fs;, The
South India Saivasithantha Works Publishing Society, Tinnavely.
Nandakumar Prema, 1989, ghujpahh;, Sahithiya Academy, New
Delhi.
Periyasamythuran, 1980, ghujpAk;r%fKk;, Vanathi Publishers,
Chennai.
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Ragunathan, T M C 1980, Gjikg;gpjj
; d; tuyhW, Meenakshi
Puthaha Nilayam, Madurai.

Murugapoopathy, L 1998, ntspr;rk;, Muhunthan Publishers,
Victoria.

Satkunan, M 1969, mbfshh;
Pathipaham, Sri Lanka.

Parameswaran, L 1981, ghujpfijfs;, Arunothiam Publishers,
Chennai.

gbtkyh; , Suthanthiran

Saminatha Iyer, U V 1990, G j p a J k ;
U V Saminatha Noolnilayam, Chennai.

gioaJk;,

Ramasamy Pulavar S A, ,isQh;fSf;fhd fk;guhkhazf;fij,
Kazhaga Publishers, Chennai.

Sethuppillai, R P 1983, miyAk; fiyAk; , Palaniappa
Bros, Chennai.

Ratnasingam, N S 1992, thndhypg; Ngr;Rf;fs;, Radio Alaigal
Printers, Chennai.

SwamiAghathoshanantha, ms; i d rpwP r hujhNjtp , Sri
Ramakrishna, Ashrama, Calcutta.
SwamiVivegananthar, ekJ jha;ehL, Sri Ramakrishna Madam.
Thillainathan, S 1967> ts;Sth; Kjy; ghujpjhrd; tiu,
Tamil Puthahalayam, Chennai.

Rishabandar, 1996, FNryh; f ij> Arumugam Publishers,
Chennai.

Thirunavukkrasu 1971, ghujpAk;
Pathippaham, Chennai.

Sanjeevi, N 1976, rpyg;gjpfhu tpUe;J, Paari, Chennai.

r%fKk; , Vanathi

Yoganathan 1992, ,d;Dk; Nfl;Fk; Fuy; - tpGyhee;jh;,
Kaanthalaham, Chennai.
Thiruchelvam, S 1982, khfhftp ghujpahh;, Kumaran Publishers,
Colombo.
Visvanathan, S (ed.) 1978, jkpofk; j e; j
Bhuvaneswary Publishers, Chennai.

khfhftp ,

JOURNALS AND PERIODICALS
Virakesari Weekly Magazines carry stories and profiles of famous
persons, events and places of interest in the childrens’ page or
literature page.

WEBSITES
www.geocities.com/Athens/5180/index.html
www.intamm.com/index.htm
Tamil website for Kanthalagam
www.tamilcinema.com
www.tamilcinema.com/palsuvai/chennai/bridge.html

The Arts and entertainment
Books
Appadurai, K 1997, tpe;ijf; fijfs;, Kazhaga Publishers.

VO ehlfq;fs;, Chundikuli Girl’s College Tamil Manram,

Jaffna.

ghujp rpWfijfs; 1982, ghujp E}w; w hz; L
tpohj;njhFg;G, Bharathi Publishers.
CTA 1986, Gyk;ngah;ej
; G+ff
; s;, Limat Publishing, Melbourne.
Gowri 1994, ,e; j pa gz; g hl; L f; f ijfs; > fq; i f
Gj;jfepiyak;, Chennai.
Mustapha, M 1989, jpUg;G Kid, Star Publishers, Chennai.
Murugapoopathy, L 1995, ghl;b nrhd;d fijfs;, Matlligai
Pantal Publishers, Chennai.
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Rishabandar, 1996, kfh ghujk;, Arumugam Publishers, Chennai.
Rishabandar, 1996, ,uhkhazk; , Arumugam Publishers,
Chennai.

Sivakasi, Jacquilin 1992, <rhg;G ePjpff
; ijfs;, Anna Nilayam.
Sivathamby, K 1983, jkpo;r; r%fKk; mjd; rpdpkhTk;,
Chennai Book House.
Subramaniam, Pathma 1985, gujf;fiy (Nfhl;ghL), Vanathi
Publishers, Chennai.
Theivasigamani, N S 1995, muprr
; e;jpud;, Kannappan Publishers,
Chennai.
Theivasigamani 1997, kupahij ,uhkd; fijfs;, Star Publishers,
Chennai.
Thirunavukarasu 1988, <rhg; G epjpf; f ijfs; , Vanathi
Publishers, Chennai.
Valli, 1993, Rje;jpuf;fijfs;, Vetti Publishers, Chennai.
Varatharasanar, M 1965, fz;zfp, Paari, Chennai.
Vethanarayanan, 1996, ey;ywpT+lL
; k; ey;y ey;y fijfs;,
Madras.
Vazhithunaivan, M, Mj;jpR+b xsitahh;, EVS Publishers.
Yogananthan, S, %d;whtJngz;, Kumaran Publishers.

JOURNALS and periodicals
Pusparajah, M 1999, yz;ld; khefupy; xUehlftpoh>
Gyk;ngah;e;Njhh; fiyg;gazk;, tPuNfrup, 24 January.

tpyfpr;nry;Yk; tpisasl;Lf;fs;, 1999 tPuNfrup,
23 May.

Ratnalingam, K 1999, fh;ehlf rq;fPjk; Xh; Mo;fly;>
Neh;fhzy; (interview), tPuNfrup, 18 April.

Audio CASSETTES
Audio cassettes for certain topics are available at ,d;gj;jkpo;
xyp, 24-hour Radio Service.

WEBSITES
www.geocities.com/Athens/5180/index.html
ww.intamm.com/arts/index.htm
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Travel and tourism in a Tamilspeaking country
Journals and periodicals listed under general resources have
information on this topic.

WEBSITES

Prema Ira Munaivar, 1994, ngz;zpak;, International Institute
of Tamil Studies, Chennai.
Sachidananthan S, ngz;fspd; Rtbfspy; ,Ue;J rpy
mbfs;, Women’s Education and Resource Centre, Colombo.
Shanmugasundaram, Dr S 1993, ngz; z pak; , Kaavvia,
Banglore.
Somasundram, C, kf;fs; njhlh;Gr; rhjdKk; kfspUk;,
Women’s Education and Resource Centre, Colombo.

www.intamm.com/index.htm
www.tamilnadutourism.com/

Subramanium, 1993, ,e;jpag;ngz;fspd; gy Kfq;fs;,
JJ publication, Mathurai.

The Changing World

SwamiViveganandar, ,e;jpag;ngz;kzpfs;, Sri Ramakrishna
Madam.

Changing lifestyles

JOURNALS and Periodicals

Books
Ambihaipahar, E 1999, cyfshtpa jkpoh;, Ahilan Associates,
Toronto.
Murugapoopathy, L 1998, ntspr; r k; , Kumaran Publishers,
Chennai.
Namasivayam, K 1981, jkpoh; czT, International Institute
of Tamil Studies, Chennai.
Pahavathy, K 1980, jkpoh; Milfs;> International Institute
of Tamil Studies, Chennai.
Ratnasabapathy, N S 1992, Collection of radio talks in Tamil,
Kumaran Publishers, Chennai.

JOURNALS and Periodicals
Kalaijoti Murugesu, 1999, cwTfspd; ,ilntspfs;>
tPuNfrup,tPuNfrup, April.

fUizf;flNy fz;jpwtha;> tPuNfrup, 15 August.
Latha Rayani, 1997, ,il ntsp mghak;> Mde;jtpfld;,
April.
Sivarasa Malar, 1998, F L k ; g

tptfhuj;jpy;
gps;isfSf;Fk; gq;F> tPuNfrup , 6 December.

mLg;gq;fiuapy; ,Uw;J ntspNawp midj;J
mk;rq;fdpYk; gq;nfLf;f vq;fshy; KbAk;, 1997>
vupkiy, November–December.
Amvit Thillan & Harindar Baveja, 1996, gl;lq;fs; Ms;tJk;
Rl;lq;fs; nra;tJk;, India Today, October 1996.
Kuyil 1991, ngz; f s; kP j hd rKjha mOj; j k; >
vupkiy, April.
Nixon, A 1999, njhopyhsh; jpdk;> tPuNfrup, 25 April.

ngz;zpd; Fuy;, 17 Park Avenue, Colombo 5.
ngz; xLf;F Kiwiaj; jPh;f;f midtUk;
xd;WgLNthk; 1997, vupkiy, November–December.
Ratnamala 1999 – gzpGupAk;ngz;fs; , interviews Indian
Police Officer Lathika Sharan fiykfs;, August 1997.
Selvi Thiruchandran 1988, ngz;zbikapd; gupkhzq;fSk;
ngz;Zupikapd; tpsf;fKk;, Women’s Education Research and
Centre, Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Tamil Azhagan 1999, ,sk;ngz; nfhiyah jw;nfhiyah>
ee;jd;, 6 June.

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

www.intamm.com/index.htm

www.intamm.com/index.htm

World of work

Status of women

JOURNALS and Periodicals
N G Radhakrishnan 1996, jiyr;Nrup, India Today, October 1996.

Books
Alvappillai Bavani, flTsUk; kdpjUk; Women’s Education
and Resource Centre, Colombo.

Mahir Ali 1996, ghiytdf;fhdy; ePh;, India Today, October
1996. (Dubai Indian Lab work in Dubai.)

Bharathy, thh;g;Gfs; Women’s Education and Resource Centre,
Colombo.

Malai Nathan 1991, njhopwr; q;fg; Nghl;b njhopyhsh;fSf;Fj;Njit
jhdh> tPuNfrup, 4 April.

Maunaguru, C, rf; j p gpwf; F J, Women’s Education and
Resource Centre, Colombo.

WEBSITE

Muthusithamparam, 1995, ngz; z pak; >
tsh;r;rpAk;, Tamil Bookshop, Madras.

Njhw; w Kk;

www.intamm.com/index.htm

Pugazhendhi Pulavar, A 1967, ey;yjq;fhs; fij, RG Pathi
Company, Madras.
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