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Understanding the Fire Danger Rating system
Learning about bushfires
Lesson: Understanding the Fire Danger Rating system
[image: ]Overview
Curriculum levels: 1 and 2 
Time: 50 minutes (approximately)
Links to the Victorian Curriculum F–10: 
English, Level 2
Reading and Viewing
Understand that different types of texts have identifiable text structures and language features that help the text serve its purpose (VCELA212)
Speaking and Listening
Understand the use of vocabulary about familiar and new topics and experiment with and begin to make conscious choices of vocabulary to suit audience and purpose (VCELA237)
Health and Physical Education, Levels 1 and 2
Personal, Social and Community Health
Recognise situations and opportunities to promote their own health, safety and wellbeing (VCHPEP074)
Learning intention: 
Students are encouraged to use their knowledge of how fires start (the Fire Triangle) to understand that there are many causes of bushfires. They will then explore the factors and conditions related to the Fire Danger Rating system used in Victoria, and learn that this is a safety system for alerting people to potential bushfire dangers. 
Suggested resources: 
Student workbooks or paper 
Pens, pencils or markers 
Poster paper
Materials as selected for recording student responses, e.g. workbooks and markers, tablets, recording devices, including notes pertaining to previous sessions
Online resources such as the images and linked resources listed in the Resources section of the VCAA Bushfire Education webpages


Activities
Starting
Introduce the Fire Danger Rating system and explain that this is one way the CFA informs the community of bushfire danger.
Together, read through the information at About Fire Danger Ratings. 
Conduct a brief discussion, encouraging students to share their ideas and responses about how this system is helpful. Who do they think needs to use it?
Bringing it together
Exploring each section of the Fire Danger Rating
Divide students into six groups and have each group explore and discuss one of the sections of the Fire Danger Rating system. Provide each group with the CFA’s Fire Danger Rating brochure.
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On poster paper, draw and cut out a large blank template for each of the six sections of the semi-circular Fire Danger Rating scale. Allocate one rating to each group, and provide them with the template for their rating section. These templates will then be assembled to form the semi-circular shape of the Fire Danger Rating scale.
Each group needs to record the appropriate heading and colour coding on their segment. They then populate the rest of the segment with the main aspects related to that particular danger rating. This may be words, sentences, images and safety reminders. 
Each group will share and present their section to the class, then the six completed sections will be assembled to form the students’ own representation of the Fire Danger Rating scale.
Extending
Weather and Fire Danger Rating report
Students make up a weather report and link it to the appropriate Fire Danger Rating. They should describe the relevant conditions and how they affect the chance of a bushfire occurring. 
Word wall 
Have students brainstorm major concepts such as fire season, wind speed and direction, slope of the land, drought, humidity, fire fuel, fire speed and embers. Then, working in small groups or individually, students need to define, explore and explain particular terms with attention to how they relate to bushfires. Display the completed word exploration as a word wall to demonstrate and reinforce the key terms of this area of study.
Find out about your local Fire Danger Rating 
Use the online resources below to help students read and investigate: 
how people find out about bushfires
who to contact to find out about current fire weather warnings 
Fire Danger Ratings
fire incidents
fire restrictions
total fire bans in the region.
Online resources:
Bureau of Meteorology Bushfire Weather
Bureau of Meteorology Fire Weather Services
CFA About Fire Danger Ratings 
CFA Find Your Fire District
[image: http://www.bushfireeducation.vic.edu.au/verve/_resources/453_DB_IMG_2517.jpg]
	© VCAA
	
	


[image: ]
	© VCAA
	
	Page 3
	


[image: ]
image1.png




image2.JPG
Stay aware of the fire danger
rating and know what to do.

Fire Danger Ratings tell you how
dangerous a fire could be if one started.
The higher the rating the more dangerous
the conditions. Fire Danger Ratings feature
in weather forecasts during the fire season.

Everyday you should:

» Monitor conditions and official sources
for warnings.

» If afire starts near you, take action
immediately to protect your life.

» Do not wait for a warning

» Adhere to local regulations governing
fire activity.

» Ensure any industrial and agricultural
activities adhere to relevant guidelines.

To check your district's daily Fire Danger
Rating, visit cfa.vic.gov.au, download the
VicEmergency App or call

1800 226 226

Monitor conditions and official sources for warnings by going to cfa.vic.gov.au, emergency.vit

Know Your Daily Fire Danger Rating
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What does it mean?

If a fire starts and takes hold, lives are likely to be

lost.

» These are the most dangerous conditions for a

fire.

Fires will spread quickly and be extremely

dangerous.
» These are dangerous fire conditions.
» Expect hot, dry and windy conditions.

Fires can be dangerous.

Most fires can be controlled.

What should | do?

For your survival, leave bushfire risk areas.

»

Your life may depend on the decisions you make,
even before there is a fire.

For your survival, do not be in bushfire risk areas.

Stay safe by going to a safer location early in the
morning or the night before.

Homes cannot withstand fires in these
conditions. You may not be able to leave and
help may not be available.

Take action now to protect your life and property

»

Check your bushifre plan and that your property
is fire ready

If a fire starts, take immediate action. If you and
your property are not prepared to the highest
level, go to a safer location well before the fire
impacts.

Reconsider travel through bushfire risk areas.
Leaving bushfire risk areas early in the day is
your safest option.

Be ready to act.

»

There's a heightened risk. Be alert for fires in
your area.

Decide what you will do if a fire starts.

If a fire starts, your life and property may be at

risk. The safest option is to avoid bushfire risk
areas.

Plan and prepare.

»

Stay up to date and be ready to act if there is a
fire.

gov.au or call the VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226 226
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