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Critical and Creative Thinking – Module 5: How might I explicitly teach Critical and Creative Thinking
Approach 2: Lens Approach

Slide 1: Introduction
Hello, my name is Matt Limb. I'm a Specialist Teacher in Critical and Creative Thinking with the Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority and a practising primary school teacher.

The lens approach has been developed by the Critical and Creative Thinking team in response to the challenge of explicitly teaching the capability. 
Slide 2: Introduction
Any given curriculum area or concept can be explored through various lenses. The lens influences the direction of learning and challenges our thinking in different ways. The lens approach is not limited to Critical and Creative Thinking and is equally applicable to the other capabilities. Applying a lens approach allows us to challenge students to think about a topic or concept with a focused view.

The questions shape the dialogue and lens to which the concept is explored. 
Slide 3 & 4: Mentor Texts
The example we explore in this snapshot uses a mentor text to analyse through the lens of two capabilities. A mentor text is used for familiarity, looking to gain greater value by delving deeper and explicitly drawing out our student thinking rather than trying to also navigate or comprehend a new text.

The lens approach can be used with any of the capabilities. You may ask questions of the same text through a critical and creative thinking lens, a personal and social lens, an intercultural lens, or an ethical lens. This will develop students' adaptability and flexibility in thinking. 
With younger students, the teacher might frame questions to scaffold the approach. Older students may be able to generate questions themselves if they have a strong-enough understanding of the lens they wish to apply.
Slide 5 & 6: Achievement Standards
The achievement standards in unison with the content descriptors are used from the curriculum from both the learning area and capability when applying the lens. The intention of the varied lenses is to deepen and extend student learning.

For example, the Year 7 and 8 achievements standard for history involves students evaluating different interpretations of the past. Under the ethical lens they might compare different historical accounts of the same period in history and explore the differences between the two groups.

Applying a critical and creative thinking lens, students might focus on how they record their thinking, justifying the decisions they make about what to include in the presentation and why they chose to use particular historical evidence.
Slide 7 & 8: Mentor Text Example

We can also use a mentor text such as a picture storybook, poem or passage from a novel. To do so, we simply engage the stimulus, apply the lens via questions to prompt discussion. Discussion is great but it is also important that we consider how we might capture their thinking when necessary.

In the example we've used here, we are reading The Very Cranky Bear by Nick Bland. Teachers are quite used to asking questions to extend student thinking, but in a lens approach, the questions are designed to deepen students' understanding and to practise a capability while focusing on a text or stimulus.
We begin planning with an achievement standard presented from English Reading - Level 2. They read texts that contain varied sentence structures, some unfamiliar vocabulary, a significant number of high-frequency sight words and images that provide additional information.

Next, we think about different lenses and choose the most appropriate of the time, considering students' current needs to aid the development of speaking and listening, ethical or more specifically their critical and creative thinking.

You may use the same text to apply a range of lenses over time. Utilising a familiar and engaging text, students can spend less time processing new content and more time thinking through the required lens.

Slide 9 – 12: The Very Cranky Bear

To explore a range of strategies that help develop arguments, such as the use of key language. "Why do you think the sheep decides to make a pillow for the bear?

Can you use the words: because, if, wanted or then to support the sheep's decision?
Or alternatively, look through the lens of the ethical capability. We might focus on explaining how personal feelings may influence the way people behave in situations where ethical issues are involved.

The three animals – zebra, moose and lion – felt that they should cheer the bear up.

To do so, they had to sneak into the bear's home.

"Is it OK to enter the bear's home uninvited? Why or why not?"

It is worth thinking about how you might capture examples of these conversations.
Slide 13 – 16: Student thinking
Capturing evidence of student thinking could be as simple as an A3 or larger piece of paper on which students record their thoughts.

Students record their response to the lens question in their allocated space and use the recording to engage in further discussion.

Or it could be through the use of a digital platform, such as Padlet, in which students can respond to the questions you provide and the ideas of their peers in one shared online space.

Slide 17: Explicit teaching

Explicit teaching is an integral part of the evidence-based high impact teaching strategies component of the framework for improved student outcomes.

As it is considered to be good practice in literacy and numeracy, explicit teaching is also good practice in critical and creative thinking, especially when it is embedded in a context.

Slide 18: Change

Make one change using a familiar stimulus in your space, use the CCT scope and sequence to create questions or challenges that would enable as student's critical and creative thinking.
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