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Critical and Creative Thinking – Module 3: Moving from the implicit to the explicit 

Slide 1: Introduction
Hello, my name is Matt Limb I'm a Specialist Teacher in Critical and Creative Thinking with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and a practising primary school teacher. Our learning intention models the focus of this video module.

Slide 2: Learning Intention
We are learning how one might approach the explicit teaching of Critical and Creative Thinking. Please keep in mind that this is the first of a three-part series.
Slide 3: Explicit teaching
How do we define explicit teaching?

Explicit teaching has been identified as one of the eight high-impact teaching strategies in a document published by the Victorian Department of Education.

I'd like to draw your attention to three distinct components that help to identify effective explicit teaching. Explicit teaching is planned, deliberate and focused, in order to target specific skills.
The Department of Education document quotes John Hattie, who suggests that when teachers adopt explicit teaching practices, they clearly show students what to do and how to do it.
Slide 4: Definition

The teacher decides on learning intentions and success criteria, makes them transparent to students, and demonstrates them by modelling. The teacher checks for understanding, and at the end of each lesson revisits what was covered and ties it all together.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/documents/school/teachers/support/highimpactteachstrat.pdf
Slide 5: Invisible Gorilla

Explicit teaching of the capabilities is new. Why is it necessary? A psychological study by Chabri and Simons identified how two things can occur at one time, but we only process where our focus is being directed.
This means that if we don't explicitly teach Critical and Creative Thinking, they are bound to miss it. 
Slide 6: Implicit vs Explicit
Explicit teaching is deliberately planned. It uses focused language to ensure consistency, it develops opportunities to build a clear understanding, and addresses misconceptions.

Implicit teaching creates the hope that Critical and Creative Thinking might be caught. Explicit teaching ensures that Critical and Creative Thinking is taught. 
Slide 7: USA Trial
An example of impact for explicit teaching of capability involves the validated Critical and Creative Thinking assessments that the Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority have created in association with the Australian Council for Education Research.

A selection of Victorian students were assessed for validation purposes. Students from schools in Massachusetts, USA, had been explicitly taught Costa and Kallick's 16 Habits of Mind, which intermittently draws on better cognition, thinking flexibility, questions and exploring possibilities.

The students from Massachusetts also undertook the assessments. The comparison shows that explicit teaching improves Critical and Creative Thinking outcomes.
Slide 8 – 10: Effective explicit teaching

How might we plan for effective explicit teaching of Critical and Creative Thinking?
Consistency across the school is paramount. It is worth spending some time with your whole school curriculum plan to find the best fit for explicitly teaching the capabilities in your context. We recommend that students practise and demonstrate their learning in the same curriculum area in which it has been explicitly taught. 
Introduce the Critical and Creative capability explicitly and with purpose.

It is best to practice and demonstrate their learning in the same curriculum area, but this can be happening in line with other subject areas simultaneously.

Like any new skill, it needs to be practised with purpose, and practice involves feedback. After sufficient practice, students can demonstrate their learning in formal or informal assessment tasks.

Once the skill is known, it can be transferred into a range of different subjects and situations when explicitly taught in the new setting.

The aim is to have a tool they can draw on when they are required to think in a certain way, no matter the circumstance. 
Slide 11 & 12: Split Screen 

We have tried two approaches that help us to explicitly teach a capability.

We find Split Screen by Claxton, Lucas and Spencer or our very own Lens Approach to be helpful in the planning and delivery of our lessons.

Video modules four and five unpack these approaches.

Slide 13: Recommendation 

Our recommended actions are for you to watch the Awareness Test that draws on Chabri and Simons. We also recommend that you watch the video modules on Split Screen teaching and the Lens Approach.

©VCAA

