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Critical and Creative Thinking – Module 4: How might I explicitly teach Critical and Creative Thinking

Approach 1: Split Screen
Slide 1: Introduction
Hello, my name is Melissa Pavey. I am a Specialist Teacher in Critical and Creative Thinking with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and a practising primary school teacher.

The Critical and Creative Thinking capability has been set out as a continuum of learning with achievement standards because it can and should be explicitly taught. Some time and effort should be put into planning where Critical and Creative Thinking will be explicitly taught in the school's curriculum.

Slide 2 – 5: Split screen
Split-screen teaching is an approach to teaching in which content knowledge, skills or capabilities are explicitly taught alongside each other in the same lesson. The split-screen approach can be applied in planning, setting lesson objectives, assessment and reporting. It is a helpful way to share dual learning intentions of the lesson with students.
The idea of split-screen teaching was developed through the work of Guy Claxton, Bill Lucas, Meryl Chambers and Ellen Spencer. To quote The Learning Powered School: 

“Whether we realise it or not, all lessons have a dual purpose, irrespective of the age and ability of the young people or the subject area being taught.

There is the content dimension, with some material to be mastered; and there is the epistemic dimension, with some learning skills and habits being exercised.  
Where teachers are making conscious choices about what habits they will introduce and stretch in the course of the lesson, we call that split-screen, or dual-focus, lesson design.”
The split-screen approach has benefits for students and teachers.

Teachers can effectively double the value of a lesson rather than introducing a new concept in a stand-alone lesson. They can do it while giving students the opportunity to practise an existing skill that needs to be reinforced.

Students also benefit by being able to understand how to apply a capability or thinking skill in context. Teachers should plan lessons in which one side of the screen is familiar or known to students while the other side introduces something new.

It does not matter whether the content or the capability comprises the new learning. 
Slide 6 & 7: Unknown Split screens
However, when both sides of the screen are new, we have found the results to be unpredictable.

We had all had those lessons that we thought would be successful but fell short of our expectations. On reflection, some of these have been lessons in which there was too much new content.
Slide 8 – 10: Split screen across the curriculum
Split screen can be applied across the curriculum. When beginning, it would seem logical to choose curriculum and capabilities or Critical and Creative Thinking skills that have a natural fit.

Some examples of split-screen teaching include Level 3 and 4 Maths with Critical and Creative Thinking, demonstrating knowledge of halves using visuals and concrete materials to represent thinking.

Or Level 7 Writing, with Personal and Social Capability – planning, drafting and publishing persuasive texts using strategies to cope with challenging tasks.

Of course, it is not only Critical and Creative Thinking that can be taught in split-screen lessons. Any capability, learning skill or thinking strategy can be used in a split-screen approach.
The key is to create a meaningful context.
Slide 11 & 12: Context

At different times, each side of the screen will be more or less in play. Sometimes one will dominate, depending on the focus of the lesson. Claxton, Spencer and Lucas also say

"when it comes to the relationship between mastering content and cultivating learning dispositions, it is definitely both/and rather than either/or”. Useful, transferrable habits of mind are being cultivated in the process of, not in competition with, the study of knowledge and the development of skill. You do not have to sacrifice history and mathematics in order to make time for some nebulous, stand-alone activities called ‘learning to learn’ or ‘thinking skills”.
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