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INTRODUCTION

This resource and accompanying video were developed by students for 
students like you to use in your classroom to learn about civics and citizenship.  
 
You can watch the videos together and lead the discussions and activities 
in this resource with the support of your teacher, who has their own guide to 
help them.  
 
In the take action parts of the resource there are activities to help you to use 
what you have learned to make a difference in your school and community. 
 
To learn more about civics and citizenship, watch the video and hear 
from young Victorians, work your way through this resource for some 
more information and then take action together.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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Learning intention:  
Explain the features of Australian democracy and how citizens  
can participate. 
 
Success criteria:  
Understand a policy of your local government or state government. Discuss 
the policy with school leadership or an elected representative.

POLICY

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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WATCH
 

Watch the video explaining what policy is and why it matters.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx


Student-Led Civics & Citizenship Education  |  Levels 7 & 8 
© VCAA

  7 

READ

Policy
 
The word ‘policy’ means different things in different situations.

 • When the government talks about policy, they are stating the    
actions they plan to take.

 • Schools, clubs and workplaces also have policies. These are the   
rules or guidelines that an organisation expects the people who   
belong to it to follow. 

 

Government policy 
A government policy is a statement from the 
government of what it plans to do. A policy is 
also a document that provides guidance for 
how people and groups should behave. For 
example, a government might have a policy 
that students should be involved in decisions  
in schools. This is a promise that the 
government would try to make happen. 

The Australian system of government has 
three levels: federal, state and local. Each 
level of government has different roles and 
responsibilities. Some of these are explained 
in the Australian Constitution. See the table 
on page 8 for more information on the 
differences between local, state and federal 
responsibilities.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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READ

Local  
government

Responsibilities
– Waste  

– Sports and     
 recreation facilities

– Parks and gardens

– Pet registrations

– Health

– Education

– Transport

– Police

Councillors elected by 
the people living in a 
local government area 
(LGA).

Premier nominates 
members of parliament 
to be ministers and 
lead government 
departments.

During election 
campaigns, 
candidates explain 
their plans for the 
area and the policies 
and projects they 
hope to deliver for the 
community.
 
Plans, policies and 
projects have to be 
approved by the 
council at council 
meetings.

Policies are 
researched and 
developed by 
departmental staff. 
They consult with 
community members 
to make sure people 
affected by the 
policy can give  
their opinion.

Ministers work 
together in a group 
called the Cabinet 
to make decisions 
about these policies 
and, if approved, 
the government 
departments put 
them into action.

Responsibilities

Who

Who

Policies

Policies

State  
(or territory) 
government

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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READ

Responsibilities Who Policies
– Defence

– Trade

– Immigration

Prime minister 
nominates members 
of parliament to 
be ministers and 
lead government 
departments.

Policies are 
researched and 
developed by 
departmental 
staff. They consult 
with community 
members to 
make sure people 
affected by the 
policy can give their 
opinion.

Ministers work 
together in a group 
called the Cabinet 
to make decisions 
about these policies 
and, if approved, 
the government 
departments put 
them into action.

Federal 
government

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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DISCUSS 

 
Discuss the following questions with your class and share your ideas.
 
 
 How is a school policy different from a government policy?  
 
 What are some of the ways that government policies affect your life?  

 Are there any current government policies that you agree with or  
 disagree with? What are they? What are your reasons for your opinion?

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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TAKE ACTION
 

Shaping policy together
 
In this activity you will work together with other students 
in your class to create a proposal to change one local 
government or state government policy.  
 
Complete the policy take action activity to help shape  
policies.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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Learning intention:  
Analyse features of Australian democracy. 

 Success criteria:  
Compare different election methods.

VOTING

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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WATCH
 

Watch the video explaining what voting is and why it matters.

VOTE

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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Election systems used in Australian federal elections
 
First-past-the-post 
Until 1917, Australia used the ‘first-
past-the-post’ method of voting, 
which was inherited from the United 
Kingdom. This method allows voters 
to select only one candidate. The 
candidate who receives the most 
votes is elected. 
 
This type of election is often used for 
school elections because of  
its simplicity.1

READ

1. ‘Types of elections’, Australian Electoral Commission, accessed 3 May 2021,  
 https://education.aec.gov.au/getvoting/content/types-of-elections.html

VOTE

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://education.aec.gov.au/getvoting/content/types-of-elections.html
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READ

Preferential 
Australia first used preferential voting in 1917. Preferential voting 
is an uncommon system of voting outside of Australia. 

In this system of voting, you choose multiple candidates on a ballot, in the order 
of your preference by numbering them 1 (your most preferred), 2 (your second 
choice), 3 (your next choice) and so on. If your preferred candidate does not 
get enough votes to win, your vote goes to your next preferred candidate. One 
of the features of this is that your vote still gets counted, even if your first choice 
is eliminated.2
 
For a full explanation of how counting is done in a preferential election 
see this video from Victorian Electoral Commission.

2. ‘Preferential voting’, Victorian Electoral Commission, accessed 11 February 2021,  
 www.vec.vic.gov.au/voting/how-voting-works/preferential-voting

VOTE

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/voting/how-voting-works/counting-votes
https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/voting/how-voting-works/preferential-voting
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READ

Voting in Victoria

The Parliament of Victoria has two houses: the Legislative Assembly and the 
Legislative Council. As a voter, you need to choose representatives for both 
houses and they each have different electoral systems.

Legislative Assembly
The voters in each electorate elect one member of Parliament to represent their 
local area using preferential voting, explained above.

Legislative Council  
The Legislative Council electorates are larger and the voters in each electorate 
elect five members to represent them using proportional counting. In this 
system there is a quota (proportion of all votes) needed to be elected and 
secure a seat in the Legislative Council. The Victorian Electoral Commission 
has a video that explains how proportional counting works.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whYFjkCZHI8
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READ

In Legislative Council elections, voters 
have the option to vote above the line  
or below the line.  

Above the line voting means you 
choose one political party as your first 
preference by writing the number 1 in 
their box. 
 
Below the line voting means that you 
need to choose at least five candidates 
in the order of your preference. This 
option gives you more control over where 
your vote goes because you write your 
numbered preferences next to individual 
candidates instead of groups. 

The Victorian Electoral Commission 
created a very helpful video explaining 
how to enrol and how to vote correctly.

Electing the Australian Senate
In 2016, the voting rules for the Australian Senate were changed. You now  
must preference at least six parties if you vote above the line or 12 candidates 
if you vote below the line. Check out the Australian Electoral Commission for 
more information on voting in Australian Senate elections.

Remember to always read and follow the instructions on the ballot paper when 
you get the opportunity to vote. 

Above the line
 
• Vote by groups of    
 candidates

• Group voting tickets state   
 how each party or group  
 gives preferences to    
 candidates (they decide  
 your preferences for you)
 

  
Below the line
 
• Vote by individual candidate

• You control your preferences

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D72U6Z27q8
https://www.aec.gov.au/voting/how_to_vote/Voting_Senate.htm
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READ

What does this mean for 
you as a voter? 

When you go to vote make sure you 
know all the different parties and 
candidates’ platforms (policy ideas 
and plans), and that you follow the 
instructions on your ballot paper to 
avoid casting an informal vote (a vote 
that is invalid and won’t be counted).
 
In preferential voting systems, 
you should think about all of your 
preferences, not just your first 
preference. People representing the 
political parties might give you how-
to-vote cards, which explain how they 
would like you to vote. You do not 
have to follow these cards: you can 
decide your preferences for yourself. 

If you are voting above the line 
(Australian Senate and the Victorian 
Legislative Council) in an optional 
preferential vote, make sure you have 
read the group voting tickets so you 
know where your preferences will go. 
Vote below the line if you would like to 
choose all your own preferences.

3. ‘The case for compromise’, The Monthly, accessed 11 February 2021,  
 www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2015/april/1427806800/judith-brett/case-compromise#mtr

Promises in 
parliament 

You might vote for a candidate 
or party because of a certain 
promise they make or policy 
that they have. 
 
Always keep in mind that if 
they get into government they 
might have to change their 
promise through negotiation 
and compromise with other 
members of parliament to put 
their policies into action.  
 
Negotiation and compromise 
are the way that governments 
show that they respect the 
diversity of opinions in the 
community and achieve long 
term solutions to problems.3

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2015/april/1427806800/judith-brett/case-compromise#mtr
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DISCUSS 

 
Discuss the following questions with your class and share your ideas.
 
 
 Do you have any experience of voting on issues or selecting leaders?  
 What was this experience?

 What do you think are some of the positives and negatives of  
 preferential voting?

 Do you have any predictions about how the first-past-the-post and  
 preferential voting methods might create different results in the  
 same election?

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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TAKE ACTION
 

What’s your preference? 
 
Preferential voting can be confusing until you experience 
it. Complete the voting take action activity to help you 
understand why the results might be different using  
first-past-the-post and preferential voting methods.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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CITIZENSHIP
Learning intention:  
Analyse issues about national identity and citizenship in Australia.
 
Success criteria:  
Understand how Australian values are reflected within communities.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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WATCH
 

Watch the video explaining what citizenship is and why it matters.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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What does it mean to be an Australian citizen?

Citizenship is a formal legal status that means a person belongs to a particular 
country. Being a citizen of Australia grants a person both responsibilities 
and privileges. These include agreeing to uphold the values identified by the 
Australian federal government as being important to Australian democracy 
and culture.   
 
You can see the full Australian Values Statement on the Department of Home 
Affairs website and explore what some of them mean below.

Australian values

Freedom

•  Freedom of speech means Australians are free to express their opinions  
 on any subject so long as they are not harming other people by doing so.
 
•  Freedom of association means Australians are free to join legal groups   
 including political parties, trade unions, religious, cultural and social groups.
 
•  Freedom of religion means Australians are free to follow any religion so  
 long as they do not break any laws.

READ

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/meeting-our-requirements/australian-values
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/meeting-our-requirements/australian-values
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Respect

Australians expect to treat each other and be treated with respect and dignity 
regardless of their race, birthplace, gender, sexual orientation, relationship 
status, age, ability, background, culture, politics, wealth or religion.4  
 
Australians should respect different opinions and beliefs. 

Commitment to the rule of law

Australians share a commitment to rule of law; that means that the law applies 
to everyone equally and all citizens should obey it. Our laws and legal system 
protect all Australians. 

READ

4,5. ‘Learn about being an Australian citizen’, Australian Department of Home Affairs, accessed 11 February 21 
    https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship-subsite/Pages/Learn-about-being-an-Australian.aspx

Parliamentary democracy

Australian citizens are involved in how the country is governed because we 
can vote for the people to represent us in parliaments. Our laws are decided 
by these elected parliaments.5

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship-subsite/Pages/Learn-about-being-an-Australian.aspx
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Compassion, equality of opportunity and a fair go

Australians believe in compassion for those who need help, in the spirit 
of mateship. Australians believe in equality of opportunity for all people 
regardless of their gender, sexual orientation, age, race, ability or national  
or ethnic origin.  
 
The Department of Home Affairs, which deals with immigration and citizenship, 
says that ‘this means that what someone achieves in life should be as a result 
of their talents, work and effort, rather than their wealth or background.’6

READ

6. ‘Learn about being an Australian citizen’, Australian Department of Home Affairs, accessed 11 February 21,
     https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship-subsite/Pages/Learn-about-being-an-Australian.aspx.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship-subsite/Pages/Learn-about-being-an-Australian.aspx
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DISCUSS 

 
Discuss the following questions with your class and share your ideas.
 
 
 What do you think of these Australian values?
 
 How do you uphold these values? 
 
 Do you think that there are any other Australian values?
 
 Do Australian local, state and federal governments do a good job 
 of upholding these values?
 
 How do these values influence what it means to be an  
 Australian citizen?

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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TAKE ACTION
 

Mapping values 
 
Australia’s identity is based on the values we all agree to uphold. How is  
your school identity based on these values? Complete the citizenship  
take action activity to analyse how and then find out and develop new ways 
for your school to put these values into practice. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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ACTIVE CIVIC  
PARTICIPATION
Learning intention:  
Identify ways to be active citizens and take action in different situations.
 

Success criteria:  
Actively participate by looking at issues and coming up with possible 
solutions to put into action.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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WATCH
 

Watch the video about active civic participation and why it’s important.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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Active citizen 

An active citizen is someone who gets involved in their local community  
to help make things better.

Active civic participation 

Active civic participation is seeing a problem and getting involved in what is 
needed to fix it. Active civic participation involves working together with other 
people to raise concerns and take actions within the community to solve 
issues and improve the lives of the people around us.
There are many ways to participate in Australia’s democracy. The following 
are some ways to participate.

READ

Campaigning or advocacy  means shining a 
spotlight on your issue and raising awareness of it in your 
community. There are a few different ways to do this: 

1. Holding an event to educate people, such as a film   
 night, artistic performance, flash mob or public talk

2. Staging a peaceful legal protest or boycott

3. Creating content to share online, such as an article,  
 podcast or video

4. Putting posters or art up around your community

5. Writing articles for the local media or being  
 interviewed on the local radio

6. Performing symbolic acts such as wearing a  
 wristband or badge

7. Having conversations with your friends and family

Responsible 
advocacy
Advocating for 
or campaigning 
about an issue (or 
even supporting 
a campaign) 
comes with the 
responsibility 
of ensuring 
information is 
accurate, with 
credible evidence 
to back it up, and 
being clear on 
the difference 
between fact  
and opinion.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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READ

Homelessness

Transportation

Community organising  means connecting people who care about  
the same things and encouraging them to take action.  

Change tends to come through the collective action of a group rather than 
from a few individuals. In a democracy decision-makers are accountable to 
the people they represent and will often respond when a larger number of 
people in their community ask for something. Common ways of community 
organising include:  
 
1. Asking people to sign a petition, a formal written request, either on paper  
 or using a website such as Campaigns By Me or Change.org
 
2. Asking people to write letters, send emails or make phone calls to    
 decision-makers. Check out this story from the Warracknabeal 
 Education Precinct about how the community campaigned for change.

Legal action  is taken when people decide to enforce their rights in the law  
by suing those who they think aren’t respecting those rights.   

There are many examples of this, including young Australians in 2020 suing  
the federal government over a new coal project expansion and a 
superannuation fund for the way it manages climate risk.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://me.getup.org.au/
http://www.change.org/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-18/warracknabeal-education-precinct-receives-funding/12258688
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-18/warracknabeal-education-precinct-receives-funding/12258688
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-09/class-action-against-environment-minister-coal-mine-approval/12640596
https://theconversation.com/an-australian-man-successfully-sued-his-super-fund-over-climate-risk-heres-what-that-means-for-your-nest-egg-149918
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READ

Philanthropy (donating)  means raising money for an organisation  
that works on an issue you care about through:  

• asking people to donate 
• selling something and donating some or all of the profit
• donating unwanted items.

Voting  is something all Australians over the age of 18 have the right  
and responsibility to do to elect people to represent them in the local,  
state (or territory) and federal governments.  

Many schools and community groups also use elections to find  
representatives like school council elections and the VicSRC Student 
Executive Advisory Committee elections.

Volunteering  means working directly to solve the issue using your time, 
effort and organisational skills to tackle the issue directly by doing some work 
like volunteer tutoring or joining a working bee.

Lobbying  means communicating with the people who have the power to 
change the situation and attempting to influence their decisions, either through 
educating them or demonstrating the support that you have achieved through 
advocacy and community organising.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-elections/policy
https://www.vicsrc.org.au/about/executive-committee/election
https://www.vicsrc.org.au/about/executive-committee/election
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DISCUSS 

 
Discuss the following questions with your class and share your ideas.
 
 
 Which of the strategies mentioned in pages 30-32 did you see used  
 by the young people in the videos? 
 
 Have you ever used any of these strategies before to take action in  
 any of your communities? If so, which ones? What did you do?  
 What were the outcomes?  
 
 What are some things in your school or community that you would  
 like to see change?

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx


Student-Led Civics & Citizenship Education  |  Levels 7 & 8 
© VCAA

  34 

TAKE ACTION
 

 
Solving issues 

Work together with other students to identify an issue in your school (or 
community) that you think needs to be fixed and evaluate potential solutions.  

Complete the active civic participation take action activity to solve your issue.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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