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Digital Coding (Technologies) – Planning the Digital Technologies Curriculum

Hello, and welcome to Planning the Digital Technologies Curriculum, one of a series of short, on-demand instructional teacher reference videos developed by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.
In this session we'll be exploring some of the planning resources developed by VCAA that teachers can download and use as examples or suggestions to guide their own planning.
These documents include Unpacking Content Descriptions, Program Planning Templates, and Curriculum Area Plans. These documents are accessible from the web page below. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/viccurriculum/digitech/intro.aspx 

Feel free to pause the session to open the page in your browser.
The link should bring you here, to the Teaching Resources page of the Digital Technologies section of the VCAA website. A short scroll down the page will provide an overview of the Unpacking Content Descriptions documents and links to download the document for each of the bands.
The Unpacking Content Descriptions resource is intended as a starting point for teachers who are new to teaching the Digital Technologies curriculum or are unsure of what the content descriptions are asking them to teach.
They are intended as a guide to show teachers suggestions of focus for lessons or possible activities they could adapt into lesson plans that fit the context of their classrooms. Each package consists of the unpacking of a selection of content descriptions for each band.
Not all of the content descriptions are included in the package, as they are intended as a guide to develop your own lesson plans. Each page of the document states the strand that contains the content description, the content description being unpacked, an extract from the achievement standard that relates to the content description, a range of suggested lesson foci, and some sample activities that could be used within lessons to help teach the knowledge or skill conveyed in the content description.
Back on the Teaching Resource page teachers can find a short description and download links for examples of two interrelated resources, Program Planning Templates and Curriculum Area Plans. The Program Planning Templates are examples, showing teachers how the planning of a band may look across a teaching period.
The document outlines the title of the lesson or unit of work being taught, the semester and year of delivery, check boxes indicating which content descriptions are being taught using this lesson or unit of work, links to the achievement standards, and an outline of assessment of each unit of work or lesson, and the achievement standard being addressed.
The examples available for download would not be able to be just picked up and used by teachers in schools, nor are they intended to be. The three examples per band are provided to show that there are multiple approaches to implementing the Digital Technologies curriculum and provide an example to help teachers and their teaching teams create their own planning documents that are relevant to the context of their schools.
I'll be completing a demonstration of this document that you can follow along with, step by step, later in the session. The Curriculum Area Plans directly link to the Program Planning Templates. They provide a visual representation of the year and semester of delivery of the units of work mapped in the Program Planning Template.

They block the units against the weeks of the semester. The key links the units of work to the relevant strands, providing a colour-coded plan that details the length, in weeks, of the unit of work, and an overview of when each strand will be taught across the teaching cycle.
Like the Program Planning Templates, the three examples per band are provided to show that there are multiple approaches to implementing the Digital Technologies curriculum and provide an example to help teachers and their teaching teams create their own planning documents that are relevant to the context of their schools.

They are samples only, and are not intended as a mandated structure. Over the next section, I'll be using a template available from the web address below. 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/viccurriculum/digitech/digitechcmt.aspx 
Pause the session and download the band document that is most relevant to you. I'm creating a unit of work in the Levels 9 and 10 band of the Digital Technologies learning area.
However, the planning process is the same from Foundation Level to Level 10 and across the learning areas of the Victorian curriculum. Feel free to pause the session as you follow along and create your own plan. To begin, I add the title of my unit of work. In this case, my unit is entitled Network Theory. I then indicate when I will be delivering this unit to students. I will be delivering in semester 1 of Year 9.

Next I indicate which content descriptions are being taught within my unit. In this case it is, "Investigate the role of hardware and software "in managing, controlling and securing "movement of and access to data in networked digital systems."

I then link the content description to the related achievement standard. In the table in the centre of the document, the achievement standards have been written as bullet-point sentences and assigned a numeral. I simply type the numeral of the relevant achievement standard in the Achievement Standard box.
In the assessment table at the bottom of the page, I enter my title, Network Theory. I give an overview of the assessment task that I will be utilising and link that task to the relevant achievement standards, using the numerals in the centre table. I repeat this process for each of the units of work that I intend on delivering, ensuring that every content description is taught and every achievement standard is assessed within the teaching cycle
.

I now have a completed Digital Technologies Level 9 and 10 plan. The Unpacking Content Descriptions, Program Planning Templates and Curriculum Area Plans documents are provided by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority to assist you in creating a teaching plan that has strong links to the Victorian curriculum.
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