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Literacy in the Early Years (F-2) – Curriculum Auditing and Mapping 

Slide 1: Introduction 

Hi, I'm Alison Stewart, and I work as a specialist teacher in literacy in the early years for the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. This session is the first in a series of sessions that develops understanding of curriculum planning. 
Slide 2: Professional Learning Aims 

Through this series, you will be supported to develop your skills and knowledge in using available Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority online tools.

These documents have been designed to support you to develop a curriculum that reflects the beliefs and values of your school and provides a comprehensive continuum of learning that is both sequential and cumulative.
Slide 3: Four Interrelated Layers

As I mentioned, the curriculum planning website provides details of supporting documents and tools regarding these four layers of planning. Through understanding and developing documentation in each of the layers, planning becomes streamlined, it builds consistency of curriculum provision across the school, and frees up time to focus on teaching and learning.
Slide 4: Where are you at?
So, where are you at? Do you have a whole-school plan for curriculum provisioning? Who is teaching what, and who is responsible for reporting on it? Do you have an established yearly planner, which ensures that all students have access to all of the curriculum at their identified level?
Some schools may have a literacy plan in place, which outlines beliefs around teaching and key assessment tasks, followed by a scoped yearly planner. In a secondary situation, it may be a subject plan that makes close ties between achievement standards, the content to be taught, and common assessment tasks.
Is your term planning reflective of school values and events? For example, a school may have a kitchen garden. Therefore, in a particular term, there may be a significant focus on tying this closely into the curriculum provisioning in the classroom.
Are all staff planning comprehensively using weekly or unit planning documents? For many schools, planning at a weekly level and to some extent the term level is where it is most comprehensive.
However, by having all layers, it ensures accountability for providing a comprehensive curriculum. There is a self-assessment tool available on the website, which can be used to identify the strengths and areas for improvement.
http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/sat/self-assessment-tool 
Slide 5: Self Assessment Tool 

This is a snapshot of the school-level self-assessment tool. The self-assessment tool comes in a printable format, such as this, or can be undertaken online with a printout indicating where you are doing well, areas for review, and priority areas for action.
In a small school, undertaking it with the whole staff is quite achievable. However, with a larger staff, it may be best undertaken in professional learning teams or teaching teams, and then collating to gain a whole-school profile.
Slide 6: Guidelines

The guidelines are also available on the website. They look at the curriculum design, including what is in the curriculum, why the change from AusVELS was undertaken, assessment, and reporting. It discusses the stages of learning - Foundation stage, F-2, Breadth stage, years 3-8, Pathway stage, years 9-10.
It also outlines what subjects are taught and assessed at the various stages, along with reporting student achievement – what needs to be reported on at each of the stages and how often. English is taught and assessed at all stages of learning. 
Slide 7: Key Points from the Guidelines 

The following points from the guidelines are essential when considering undertaking the development of a school-based curriculum plan.
The curriculum is mandated, and therefore, it provides very clear outlines as to the instruction required at various levels. It is very important that schools contextualise the curriculum within their own settings.
It should reflect beliefs and values and link to any programs or specific practices that you may utilise. The connected components, as illustrated here, need to be considered for effective curriculum planning. Each component is an integral aspect in the provision of high-quality student learning.

Slide 8: Connected Components 

The connected components, as illustrated here, need to be considered for effective curriculum planning. Each component is an integral aspect in the provision of high-quality student learning.
The curriculum provides the content of what needs to be covered. This is also one of the four components that support the provision of excellence in teaching and learning within the school improvement initiatives as part of the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes.
How we deliver the content is essential to supporting students to engage with it and to actively make connections that grow their knowledge and skills and drive their thirst to continue their learning.
The high-impact teaching and learning strategies are targeted toward improving pedagogy. When planning for learning, knowing where to begin and what you hope to achieve is crucial. Therefore, using assessment to gauge a starting point to establish provision, then providing learning that is focused towards the achievement of the next goal, is essential.
Reporting reflects the growth that students are making and should be transparent to students and parents.
Slide 9: Curriculum Planning 

At a school level, having a guaranteed and viable curriculum that is sequential, rigorous and reflects the local context is crucial to student growth.
It must be explicitly planned for, taught and assessed against the achievement standards. It needs to provide multiple entry and exit points for student learning within a cumulative and spiralling format. Students need multiple opportunities to establish their skills and knowledge, and then to apply them in a variety of situations.
For example, students may learn about sentence construction in Writing – however, then apply it in various areas of the curriculum to respond to questions. Good planning provides structure to learning.
Slide 10: Purposeful Planning 

However, it also needs to maintain an element of flexibility to cater for additional learning opportunities – for example, incursions and excursions, or local events. I now leave you with this question to discuss or ponder – how does purposeful planning make a difference to teaching?
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