
Victorian Curriculum F-10 English  

 

Using the English curriculum 
mapping tool as a starting point 

to scope curriculum. 



Where to find them 
VCAA>Curriculum 
F-10>Curriculum 
Area 
Advice>Curriculum 
Planning and 
Mapping Templates 



Where do you start? 

• schools are not expected to be starting from a 

blank page  

• templates and audit documents are available on 

the website 

• schools are advised to use this ‘stock-taking’ 

opportunity to bring already existing materials 

together in a coordinated manner 
 



Curriculum mapping 
Why? 

Mapping identifies the extent of curriculum coverage in units 

of work and clearly links teaching, learning and assessment 

while working with the curriculum continuum.  

How? 

Mapping templates support teachers to identify where 

content descriptions and achievement standards are being 

explicitly addressed within the school’s teaching and learning 

program. 





Step 1  



Step 2  



Create a highlight code 

Identify features used in imaginative, 

informative and persuasive texts to meet 

the purpose of the text, and understand 

how texts vary in complexity and 

technicality depending on the approach 

to the topic, the purpose and the 

intended audience (VCELA277) 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA277


Term 1 Term 2 

Term 3 Term 4 

Use comprehension 

strategies to build literal and 

inferred meaning to expand 

content knowledge, 

integrating and linking ideas 

and analysing and evaluating 

texts (VCELY288) 

Compare and evaluate two 

texts presenting the same 

ideas and analyse why one is 

more comprehensible or 

engaging than the other 

(VCELY289) 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY288
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY288
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY289


Step 2  



Content description: 

Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning to 

expand content knowledge, integrating and linking ideas and 

analysing and evaluating texts (VCELY288)  

 
Elaborations: 

• making connections between the text and students’ own experience and other texts 

• making connections between information in print and images 

• building and using prior knowledge and vocabulary 

• finding specific literal information 

• asking and answering questions 

• creating mental images 

• finding the main idea of a text 

• inferring meaning from the ways communication occurs in digital environments including the interplay 

between words, images, and sounds 

• bringing subject and technical vocabulary and concept knowledge to new reading tasks, selecting and 

using texts for their pertinence to the task and the accuracy of their information 

 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY288


By the end of Level 4 
Students understand that texts have different structures depending on the 
purpose and context. (1) 
They explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used to 
engage the interest of audiences and can describe literal and implied 
meaning connecting ideas in different texts. (2) 
They express preferences for particular types of texts, and respond to 
others’ viewpoints. (3) 

Step 3 



Undertaking the mapping  
• Take a unit of work/sequence of lessons, fill in the unit name and the 

semester/year when it is taught. Alternatively just list the terms 

• Use the check box or place a  in the relevant content description cell 

• Highlight aspects if you are only addressing parts of the curriculum 

content within a term 

• Indicate within each marked cell the connection to the relevant 

sentence/s in the achievement standard, using the numbering scheme 

provided 

 NB: You may find that a content description does not address the entire sentence from the achievement 

standard. This exercise is to highlight the contribution towards the achievement standard so that assessment can 

be discussed 



Analysing the findings  

 The following questions could be used as prompts: 

• Are all content descriptions equal? Do you think they all take 

the same amount of time to teach?  

• Is anything being over-taught? 

• Is anything being missed completely or given insufficient 

attention?  

• Are you allowing enough time to develop knowledge, 

understanding and skills that are included in the curriculum 

and thus enable students to progress along the continuum?   

 



Analysing the findings (continued)   

• Does the unit/sequence of lessons cater for a 

range of students abilities? Does the unit/sequence 

of lessons provide access and challenge for all 

students in the cohort? 

• Is it easier to teach in depth or more broadly? 

• Is there a logical sequence?  

• Is there balance between the modes? 

 



Reflect 

What did your findings tell you? 

 

Balance? 

 

Linking of Content to Achievement? 

 

 



Evaluate 
What are we doing well? 

Do all staff in different learning areas have a 

consistent understanding of what is involved 

in teaching the various content descriptions? 

How do we manage curriculum coverage? 



Foundation 



What Next? 

The next stage is to use your curriculum 

mapping information to scope your 

English curriculum across the school.  

 


