
Victorian Curriculum F-10  English 

 

Moderation: From Planning to Assessment 

                                                                                                      

 



You will need: 
• Your teaching team 

 

• The Victorian Curriculum English: F-10 

 

• School-based framework reference materials 

 

• School planning documents 

 

• Time to work with your team 

 

 

 

 

 



Before you start… 

It is important to note that moderation is 

an ongoing process that involves 

teachers sharing their understandings 

at every stage of the planning, 

teaching/learning and assessment 

cycle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Step 1 

Agree on the element of the achievement 

standard you are going to teach towards. 

The Victorian Curriculum 

achievement standards represent 

the milestones students will 

typically reach at the completion of 

each level of learning. 

 

 



Example 1 
• What do I want my students to know / understand / do? 

–  Which part of the achievement standard am I working towards? 

 

 

 

 



Step 2  

Agree on the content that feeds into that 

part of the achievement standard. 

The Victorian Curriculum content 

descriptions are what we teach to 

help students gain the skills and 

understandings they need to progress 

towards each milestone or 

achievement standard. 

 

 



Example 2 
• What do I need to teach my students to guide them towards knowing / 

understanding / doing this? 

–  Which content descriptions feed into this part of the achievement standard? 

 

 

 

 



Step 3  

Agree on the elements of your school-based 

frameworks through which you will deliver 

this content. 

School-based frameworks are teaching 

and learning models, sometimes in the 

form of commercial programs, that 

schools use to develop a common 

language and / or pedagogy around the 

delivery of the curriculum. 

 

 



Example 3 
• How will I deliver the content? 

–  Which elements of my school-based frameworks relate to this content? 

 

 

 

 



Step 4 

 Agree on what achievement will look like. 

Achievement needs to be unpacked in 

relation to the content that has been 

taught. The Literacy Learning 

Progressions can assist teachers to 

map out the observable, 

developmental progress that students 

will demonstrate towards, at and 

above the target achievement 

standard. 

 

 



Example 4 
• What will I see in student work that will help me determine their level of 

achievement? 

–What are the small steps inside the big steps that will help me differentiate 

between degrees of achievement? 

 

 

 

 



Step 5 

Agree on the method you will use to record 

evidence of student achievement and 

provide feedback. 

Assessment documents should 

provide clear information to 

students, parents and teachers 

about where the student is now and 

where they are heading to next. 

 



Example 5 
• What documentation will we develop to accurately record and 

communicate student progress and achievement? 

–What are the various levels of achievement possible for this task? 

–What are the observable steps within the levels of achievement? 

–Do my assessment documents clearly describe progress and achievement?  

–Do my students understand the information in the documents in relation to 

their learning? 

–Are my assessment documents available to students before, during and after 

the teaching and learning cycle? 

 

 

 



Step 6 

Agree on how your students will 

demonstrate their learning. 

Assessment tasks need to be: 

•  based on curriculum expectations 

(achievement standards) 

• linked to instruction (content descriptions 

and school-based frameworks) 

• able to measure essential learnings 

(developmental progress) 

• accessible to all students (differentiated) 

 

 



Example 6 
• How will I know if my students know / understand / can do this? 

–  What options will I give my students to demonstrate their progress towards 

or beyond this part of the achievement standard? 

– Is the task relevant to the content taught and the achievement being 

measured? 

– Is the task accessible to all students? 

eg. They recall one or two events from texts with familiar topics. 

This part of the Foundation Reading and Viewing achievement standard could be 

measured effectively through an oral presentation / role play / writing / drawing. 

As long as the essential learning is being measured there can be flexibility within the 

task itself. 

 

 



Step 7 

Agree on when assessments will take place. 

Assessment tasks should simultaneously inform 

students and teachers about  current student 

learning and the next stage of student learning. 

Whether assessments take place before, during 

or after a lesson sequence, or a combination of 

these, will depend on the students and how well 

you know their learning in relation to this topic.  

 

 



Example 7 
• At which stages of the unit / lesson sequence will we assess student 

learning? 

–What prior understandings are my students bringing to this task? 

–When will I check in on their progress? 

–Am I allowing them time to respond to feedback? 

 

• Draft 1 

• Draft 2 

• Final Draft 

 



Step 8 

Agree on what the assessment tells you 

about student learning and teacher 

effectiveness. 

  

 

 

‘One of the most powerful research based strategies for 

linking assessment to improved instructional practice is 

teacher moderation. This process involves educators in a 

collaborative discussion of student work based on 

predetermined assessment criteria.’  
 

(http://www.insight.vic.edu.au/SiteAssets/assessment-in-practice/moderation/teacher_moderation.pdf) 



Example 8 
• What has this task told us about our students’ learning and our 

teaching? 

–Did all students demonstrate progress? 

–Were most students able to demonstrate the targeted skills / knowledge / 

understandings? 

–How does this information inform our future teaching at school / cohort / class 

/ student level? 

–What adjustments will I make to the activities / assessment task / 

assessment rubric / my teaching method when I revisit this element of 

curriculum? 

 

 

 



What are the key takeaways from this 

session? 
• Moderation is teachers sharing. 

• Moderation should occur at every stage of the planning, 

teaching, assessment and reporting cycle. 

• Moderation occurs when teachers agree on:  

• the part of the achievement standard they are addressing 

• the content they need to teach 

• the assessment task the students will carry out 

• what achievement looks like 

• how to act on information gained from assessment. 

 

 

 



Thank-you! 


