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Literacy in the Early Years (F-2) – Planning Integrated English Units Part 1: Utilising the Structure 
Slide 1: Introduction 
Hello everyone my name is Julianne Wilson and I am a VCAA Specialist Teacher with the Literacy team.
Welcome to this online, on demand professional learning session. This module is part of a series titled Planning Integrated English Units. In Part 1 we will explore how understanding and utilising the structure of the English Curriculum can assist you to find logical links between the modes of English and guide your decisions about when to integrate content across the modes.

Slide 2: Developmental Learning Continuum 
Let’s begin with the big picture.
The Victorian Curriculum has been written and structured as a continuum of learning. This is not only true of English but of all curriculum areas. This means that students develop skills and understandings over time as they move through levels of learning. Whilst, as teachers, we are usually given the responsibility of delivering the content of specific levels, it is important to have an understanding of the curriculum as a continuum as all classes will be comprised of students at various stages of learning.

Slide 3: English across the Curriculum 
Skills and understandings explicitly taught in particular curriculum areas frequently has application in other curriculum areas. This is particularly true of Literacy skills and understandings. As this example from the Level 5 and 6 content indicates, the skills and understandings relating to identifying and analysing particular language features, whilst explicitly taught through English, are further practised and applied in various curriculum areas such as Science, History and Mathematics. 

Slide 4 & 5: The English Modes

Focusing now on English, we are all aware that the English curriculum is presented in three modes – Reading and Viewing; Writing and Speaking and Listening. These modes are interrelated and the learning in one often extends and supports the learning in others. In the Victorian Curriculum content descriptions are listed only once. In English, each content description is placed in the mode that is the major focus of its learning. As we can see by the example below, however, whilst the placement of a content description will determine where the explicit teaching takes place, the practise and application of that concept, skill or knowledge may be appropriate in one or both of the other modes. This particular content description is placed in Reading and Viewing at Foundation Level, but has clear application in both Speaking and Listening and Writing.

The English curriculum also allows students to build on their skills and understandings over time. It is important to note that the focus of particular skills and understandings may move into different modes as students’ progress through the continuum. 
This diagram illustrates both the cumulative and interrelated nature of the modes. We can see the skills of acquiring and using new vocabulary being built across levels, but also, that the focus shifts from students learning and practising this through the Speaking and Listening program to applying it to their writing.

Slide 6: Summarising the Strands and Sub-strands

The key to finding the natural links that exist between the modes is understanding the core teaching and learning that takes place in each of the strands and sub-strands. The modes of English are further broken down into three strands – Language, Literature and Literacy. If we were to use cooking as a metaphor Language would represent the ingredients, utensils and recipe – in other words all the components and the rules for bringing them together. Through the Language strand we are often pulling language apart and exploring its elements in detail. The Literature strand is where students engage with quality literature through role-play, discussion and analysis. This is represented by the photograph in the recipe book – the worked example to relate it back to HITS. Through the literature strand we immerse students in examples of what language looks and sounds like when it is expertly assembled. The literacy strand is, in essence the student practise and application and, as the illustration suggests, this will improve and be perfected over time.

Slide 7:  Sub-strands

The strands are then further broken up into sub-strands. It is through these that we can find the most obvious links between content in each modes. As this diagram indicates, sub-strands within the Language and literature strands frequently span two or three modes, whereas the sub-strands of literacy contain content that is specific to the individual modes.
We can see clear implications here for planning our teaching and learning programs. If we take the example of Text structure and organisation, we can see that it sits in both Reading and Viewing and Writing. It would make sense then, if exploring the structure and organisation of a particular text type in Reading and Viewing that you would also explore that text type in writing. Similarly, when teaching content in the sub-strand of Responding to Literature we can see that we are able to link our Reading and Viewing and Speaking and Listening programs.

Slide 8: Thank you

So there you have it a brief snapshot of the where, why and how content is structured in the Victorian English Curriculum. In Part 2 we will build on your understanding of the curriculum structure to create a sample integrated English lesson sequence.
Thank you for tuning in and until next time happy teaching.
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