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Developmental Learning Continuum 
The Victorian Curriculum is designed to be used as a developmental 

continuum through which students build their skills, knowledge and 

understandings as they progress through levels of learning.  

 

 



English Across the Curriculum 

Content explicitly taught in English will often be practised and applied in the 

other curriculum areas. 

• Identify and explain how analytical images like figures, tables, diagrams, maps 

and graphs contribute to our understanding of verbal information in factual and 

persuasive texts (VCELA340) 

– Construct and use a range of representations, including tables and graphs, to record, 
represent and describe observations, patterns or relationships in data (VCSIS085) (Science) 

– Identify the origin, content features and the purpose of historical sources and describe the 
context of these sources when explaining daily life in colonial Australia, reasons for 
migration and causes and effects of Federation (VCHHC083) (History) 

– Construct, interpret and compare a range of data displays, including side-by-side column 
graphs for two categorical variables (VCMSP235) (Mathematics) 

 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA340
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA340
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCSIS085
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCSIS085
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHC083
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHC083
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCMSP235
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCMSP235


The English Modes 

The English modes are interrelated and the learning in 

one often supports and extends the learning in others. 

Each content description has been placed in the mode 

which is the major focus of its learning. 

• Recognise that sentences are key units for 

expressing ideas (VCELA143) 

– discuss sentences in shared texts and determine the 

main idea 

– practise expressing ideas and thoughts in sentences 

– begin writing simple sentences to express ideas  

 

 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA143
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA143


The English Modes 
The English curriculum is also provides students the 

opportunity to build on the complexity and sophistication of 

their skills and understandings over time. It is important to 

note that the focus of particular content may move into 

different modes as students progress through the continuum.  

 

 

 



Summarising the Strands and Sub-strands 

 Language (LA): students develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the English 

language and how it works. 

 

 Literature (LT): students study / discuss / 

interact with literary texts.  

 

 Literacy (LY): students interpret and create texts. 

 



Reading & Viewing 

Writing 

Speaking & Listening 

Text structure & 

organisation 

Language for interaction 

Expressing & 

developing ideas 

Phonics & word knowledge 

Texts in context 

Creating literature 

Literature 

Language 

Literacy 

Language variation & change 
Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

Literature and context 

Responding to literature 

Examining literature 

Creating texts 

Interacting with others 



Thank-you! 


