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English – Writing Work Samples  

 

Level 5  

Task: Students were asked to write an imaginary narrative. 

Achievement standard (extract): …use language features to show how ideas can be extended…create 

imaginative texts for different purposes and audiences… demonstrate understanding of grammar and 

sentence types… select specific vocabulary and use accurate spelling and punctuation… edit their work for 

cohesive structure and meaning. 

For more information, please see: Victorian Curriculum F–10: English – Level 5 – Writing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10?y=5&s=W&layout=1
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This text sample has been assessed, on balance, as representative of Level 5. There is some evidence of 

working toward Level 4 in handwriting, and also working toward Level 7 in punctuation. These have been 

indicated below.   

This text sample provides evidence that the student:   

 narrates with connected characters and events 

 uses ideas that support an underpinning theme or concept (poverty) 

 uses literary techniques such as vivid description 

 selects structural elements to suit the purpose, such as orientation, evidence of a complication 

 uses language features to engage reader 

 varies sentence structure 

 substitutes precise vocabulary for common language, for example, had an urge to…  

 makes few grammatical errors 

 uses commas to separate clauses where appropriate 

 spells multisyllabic words with complex letter patterns, for example, mysterious. 

 

When planning the next stage of the teaching and learning program to progress this student’s 

learning, focus on the following skills and knowledge: 

 

Level 4  

 Handwrite using clearly-formed joined letters, and develop increased fluency and automaticity 

(VCELY301) 

Level 6  

 Understand that cohesive links can be made in texts by omitting or replacing words (VCELA348) 

 Investigate how complex sentences can be used in a variety of ways to elaborate, extend and 

explain ideas (VCELA350) 

 Understand how ideas can be expanded and sharpened through careful choice of verbs, elaborated 

tenses and a range of adverb groups/phrases (VCELA351) 

 Understand how to use banks of known words, word origins, base words, prefixes, suffixes, spelling 

patterns and generalisations to spell new words, including technical words and words adopted from 

other languages (VCELA354) 

 Experiment with text structures and language features and their effects in creating literary 

texts (VCELT355) 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts, choosing and experimenting 

with text structures, language features, images and digital resources appropriate to purpose and 

audience (VCELY358) 

Level 7  

 Understand the use of punctuation to support meaning in complex sentences with prepositional 

phrases and embedded clauses (VCELA381) 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY301
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA348
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA350
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA351
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA354
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELT355
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY358
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA381
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Level 6  

Task: Students were asked to write an imaginary narrative. 

Achievement standard (extract): …understand how language features and language patterns can be 

used for emphasis… show how specific details can be used to support a point of view… explain how their 

choices of language features and images are used… use banks of known words and the less familiar 

words they encounter to create detailed texts elaborating upon key ideas for a range of purposes and 

audiences… demonstrate understanding of grammar and make considered choices from an expanding 

vocabulary to enhance cohesion and structure in their writing… also use accurate spelling and punctuation 

for clarity. 

For more information, please see: Victorian Curriculum F–10: English – Level 6 – Writing  

 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10?y=6&s=W&layout=1
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This text sample provides evidence that the student:   

 Orients the reader to the imaginative premise of the text for example, The full moon illuminated a 
mysterious figure 

 Uses literary techniques and vivid description to carry the plot, for example, startled by a loud noise, 
a very valuable heirloom 

 Varies sentence structure for effect, including simple, compound and complex sentences 

 Uses language features to engage the reader, for example, The officer emerged, … that really 
narrows it down 

 Uses language that evokes an emotional response, for example, interrupted by a blood curdling 
shriek 

 Uses an extended range of verbs and verb groups for a particular effect, for example, groans like it 
hasn’t been used in centuries 

 Understands the use of commas to separate clauses. 

 Punctuates more complex dialogue correctly 

 Spells a range of challenging words with less common letter groupings, for example, heirloom, 
mysterious, identical 
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When planning the next stage of the teaching and learning program to progress this student’s 

learning, focus on the following skills and knowledge: 

 

 Understand that the coherence of more complex texts relies on devices that signal text structure 

and guide readers, for example overviews, initial and concluding paragraphs and topic sentences 

(VCELA380) 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts, selecting aspects of subject 

matter and particular language, visual, and audio features to convey information and ideas to a 

specific audience (VCELY387) 

 Edit for meaning by removing repetition, refining ideas, reordering sentences and adding or 

substituting words for impact (VCELY388) 

 Recognise and understand that subordinate clauses embedded within noun groups/phrases are a 

common feature of written sentence structures and increase the density of information (VCELA382) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA380
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY387
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELY388
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELA382

