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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many lands across Victoria on which each of you are living, learning and 

working from today.

For myself and those of us in the Melbourne metropolitan area, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Kulin Nations.

When acknowledging country, we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ spiritual and cultural connection to country and

acknowledge their continued care of the lands and waterways over generations, while celebrating the continuation of a living culture that
has a unique role in this region.

I would like to pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, traditions, culture and hopes of all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation, and hope they will walk with us on our journey.



Victorian Curriculum F–10

• Meets the requirements of the 
Victorian legislation for a 
curriculum framework.

• Is the curriculum framework used 
by all Victorian government and 
catholic schools, and a proportion 
of independent schools.

• Incorporates the Australian 
Curriculum and reflects Victorian 
priorities

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


Updates to the curriculum

From time to time, there are updates or information about the F-
10 Victorian Curriculum, and some of those updates will include 
English. 

To keep your school and staff updated with any new information, 
please check in with the VCAA Bulletin (monthly), the Notice to 
Schools (weekly), and the F-10 Curriculum update

You can subscribe to these publications through the following link:

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Subscribe.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Subscribe.aspx


F-10 English

The F-10 English curriculum is a comprehensive 
document incorporating the key knowledge and key 
skills identified as central to this study, and the many 
pathways we might imagine beyond primary and 
secondary education. 

In this presentation, we will focus on the F-6 English 
curriculum.



Rationale
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all 
young Australians. It helps create confident communicators, imaginative 
thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that 
individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build 
relationships with others and with the world around them. The study of 
English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for 
education, training and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, 
thoughtful, informed and active members of society and plays an 
important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and capabilities 
of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future.



Rationale
Although Australia is a linguistically and culturally diverse country, 
participation in many aspects of Australian life depends on effective 
communication in Standard Australian English. In addition, proficiency in 
English is invaluable globally. The English curriculum contributes both to 
nation-building and to internationalisation, including Australia’s links to 
Asia.

English also helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with 
literature to expand the scope of their experience. Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples have contributed to Australian society and to its 
contemporary literature and literary heritage through their distinctive 
ways of representing and communicating knowledge, traditions and 

experience.



Aims
The English curriculum aims to ensure that students:

• learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on increasingly 
complex and sophisticated spoken, written and multimodal texts across a 
growing range of contexts with accuracy, fluency and purpose.

• appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop 
a sense of its richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form 
ideas, facilitate interaction with others, entertain, persuade and argue.

• understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written 
forms and in combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create 
meaning.

• develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and 
develop an informed appreciation of literature.



Structure
The English curriculum offers a number of organisational
structures.

The curriculum is organised by level, mode and strand. 

Levels

English and Mathematics are organised by level (all other KLAs 
are organised by bands).

Each level typically represents a year of learning. However, the 
curriculum is flexible, so students can move between levels and 
teachers can design teaching and learning, and assessment, with 
an eye to differentiation across a number of levels. 



Modes

There are three modes in the English curriculum: 

• reading and viewing

• writing 

• speaking and listening

We can think about the modes as the key skills 
students develop as they move through the levels 
from F to 6 (and indeed through to 10).



Strands
There are three strands in the English curriculum:

Language

Literature

Literacy

If we have conceptualised the modes as the skills students 
acquire, we might see the Strands as the knowledge. The 
curriculum document offers an intersection between 
knowledge and skills for teachers to implement in their 
classrooms.



Sub-strands

Beneath the Strands, the content is organised by sub-
strands (I’ll speak more about these later).

These sub-strands create a continuum of key 
knowledge and key skills.



Structure

Within each language mode, the content descriptions are grouped into 

strands and sub-strands



Focus areas
Focus area information is not included on the digital version of the curriculum. 

This information is located on the Scope and Sequence charts.

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/introduction/scope-and-sequence

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/introduction/scope-and-sequence


Content descriptions

While the structure is important to read and make sense of the 
curriculum document, it is the content descriptions that represent the 
heart of the curriculum document. 

The content descriptions are the statements that guide the teaching and 
learning of key knowledge and key skills mandated for F-10 classrooms.

The structure – particularly the sub-strands – organises the content 
descriptions into through-lines so students can build their knowledge and 
skills systematically and sequentially. However, the through-lines are not 
always organised under one mode, but rather can move between modes. 



Phonics and word knowledge 

(R and V)



Phonics and word knowledge (W)



Content descriptions

We can see in this example the ‘Phonics and word 
knowledge’ sub-strand exists in both the reading and 
viewing mode and the writing mode.  Thus classroom 
sequences can explore the key knowledge across a 
number of modes, and in a more holistic way. 



Content descriptions

The structure then supports the content descriptions and 
guides engagement with key knowledge and skills across all 
modes.

The curriculum invites a flexible approach, supporting 
teacher agency to construct teaching and learning most 
appropriate for their school context and student cohort. 

Each content description contains level-specific knowledge 
with which students can engage. 



Example
This flexibility in the curriculum can be explored in a number of ways. For 
example, at level 3, in the mode of Speaking and listening and the strand 
of Language, VCELA271 indicates:

‘Understand that successful cooperation with other depends on shared 
use of social conventions, including turn-taking patterns, and forms of 
address that vary according to the degree of formality in social 
situations’.

This content description sits within the ‘Language for interaction’ sub-
strand, and teachers can use this content description in conjunction with 
those that are at levels 2 and 4 across the same sub-strand to provide 
for differentiation. 



Mode: Speaking and listening

Levels: 2 to 4

Strand: Language

Sub-strand: Language for interaction 



Example

The teaching and learning sequence for a grade 3 classroom that 
includes this Content Description then might also include:



Example

Using this continuum, a class 3 teacher could explore the level 2 
content description with the class as a diagnostic exercise, and 
then strengthen those understandings in order to move into the 
knowledge and skills at levels 3 and 4. 

Teachers are further assisted in this work in the elaborations. 

The elaborations sit underneath each Content Description and 
provide extra information, advice and support for teaching to 
think about the knowledge and skills in the context of their cohort 
and community.



Elaborations
The elaborations for the content description at level 3 (on the previous 
slide) suggests identifying role and collaborative patterns in students’ 
own groups and pair work (which may include strategies like ‘changing a 
topic through negotiation’). Thus teachers can prepare teaching and 
learning that engages with this knowledge and these skills.

It is important to note how open the verbs are across the curriculum. 
Teacher offer students ways to ‘understand’ the knowledge and skills 
(there are other verbs, but understand is key across the curriculum). The 
‘how’ that understanding is developed and demonstrated is a school-
based decision. 



Elaborations
To access the elaborations, click on the content description curriculum 
number on the digital curriculum document. This live link will open the 
elaborations.

Note too, each elaboration will also provide a live link to Fuse, which can 
offer related teaching and learning resources.



Elaborations



Achievement standards
The curriculum also provides achievement standards for each level, 
organised by mode. Each level has achievement standards relevant to 
the curriculum that do not exactly replicate the material.

The achievement standards represent a synthesis of the curriculum for 
teacher to prepare assessment based on their teaching and learning. 
They are organised by mode.

Like many of the content descriptions, the verbs used in the achievement 
standards are open – ‘understand‘, ‘demonstrate’ and so on (though, at 
times they are more specific) – so teachers can determine the best 
possible assessment tasks and tools for their context and cohort. 



Achievement standards



Example

The achievement standards identified on the previous 
slide connect with the examples from the content 
description on earlier slides. The achievement 
standards provide the language to assist in assessing 
students.



English as an Additional Language 

(EAL) Update

In 2021, a comprehensive F-10 EAL curriculum will be 
implemented in schools. 

For more information, including support resources and 
a professional learning program (webinar recordings), 
use this link: 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-
10/resources/english-as-an-additional-
language/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/english-as-an-additional-language/Pages/default.aspx


Literacy across the curriculum
• Literacy is foundational to all learning areas and capabilities in the 

Victorian Curriculum.

• However, it is not one of the four capabilities which have separate 
curriculum documents.

• Much of the explicit teaching of literacy occurs in the English learning 
area, however, it is strengthened, made specific and extended in other 
learning areas as students engage in a range of learning and 
assessment with significant literacy demands.

• Students develop knowledge and skills across the Language and 
Literacy strands of the English curriculum.



Literacy Learning Progressions

The Literacy Learning Progressions 
(https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-
10/crosscurriculumresources/Pages/Literacy.aspx) are an 
additional resource to assist teachers map student progression.

The progressions are particularly useful for teachers who are 
working with students who are at levels either much lower or 
much higher than the general cohort.

They complement the curriculum but do not replace it. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/crosscurriculumresources/Pages/Literacy.aspx


VCAA resources
The VCAA have produced resources to support the F-10 English curriculum.

For resources to assist with planning for curriculum coverage, and planning within 
a whole school context: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-
10/resources/english/help-me-plan/Pages/default.aspx

For resources to assist with teaching and learning: 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-
10/resources/english/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx

For resources to assist with assessment, including template for indicative 
progress, annotated work samples and information about formative assessment: 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/english/help-
me-assess/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/english/help-me-plan/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/english/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/english/help-me-assess/Pages/default.aspx


Questions and contacts
You are welcome to ask questions today.

If you have questions after this presentation, please contact:

Dr Annelise Balsamo

9059 5141

0429 924 972

Email: vcaa.f10.curriculum@education.vic.gov.au or Annelise.Balsamo@education.vic.gov.au

For further advice about the implementation of the F–10 curriculum in Victorian schools, including 
developments, resources and professional learning opportunities, please subscribe to the F–10 
Curriculum Update:  
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6

mailto:vcaa.f10.curriculum@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6

