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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many lands across Victoria on which each of you are living, learning and 

working from today.

For myself and those of us in the Melbourne metropolitan area, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Kulin Nations.

When acknowledging country, we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ spiritual and cultural connection to country and

acknowledge their continued care of the lands and waterways over generations, while celebrating the continuation of a living culture that
has a unique role in this region.

I would like to pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, traditions, culture and hopes of all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation, and hope they will walk with us on our journey.



Aims of this session

This session will explore: 

• The aims of the curriculum 

• The structure of the F- 6 Victorian Languages Curriculum

• Where to find the  curriculum documentation

• How to link the curriculum to school planning and planning classes 

• Where to find support resources 

• How to assess against the Achievement Standards



Learning Areas Capabilities

• The Arts

• English

• Humanities

• Languages

• Health and Physical Education

• Mathematics

• Science

• Technologies

• Critical and creative thinking

• Intercultural capability

• Ethical capability

• Personal and social capability

• 8 learning areas 

• 4 capabilities

Overview of the Victorian Curriculum



Curriculum

• provides a continuum or set of 
progressions defining 
increasingly complex 
knowledge, skills and concepts

• each school develops the 
teaching and learning program -
how the curriculum is delivered 



Aims of the Languages curriculum



The Victorian Curriculum: Languages  

Aims

The Languages curriculum aims to develop 

the knowledge, understanding and skills to 

ensure that students:

• communicate in the language they are 

learning

• understand the relationship between 

language, culture and learning

• develop intercultural capabilities

• understand themselves as communicators.



Where to find the curriculum 

documentation



F-10 Languages on the web…

• Support for specific languages

• Support for language groups that can be adapted to any language.

• Three main entry points:

‒ Language specific curriculum

‒ Language-specific resources

‒ Curriculum planning resource website

BOOKMARK each of them the first time you use them!



Entry point #1:

Languages Curriculum pages 

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/introduction/about-the-languages

Click through to your 

Language page and 

bookmark it!

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/introduction/about-the-languages


Sample language page …



Structure of the Languages curriculum



Different entry points into learning Languages across F–10

Two possible learning sequences:

• F–10 sequence for students who begin to learn the 

language in primary school and continue to Year 10

• 7–10 sequence for students who begin to learn the 

language in Year 7

Structure: sequences of learning 

in the Languages Curriculum



Structure: strands and sub-strands

Strand Communicating Understanding

Sub- strands

Socialising

Informing

Creating

Translating

Reflecting

Systems of language

Language variation and change

The role of language and culture



Structure: curriculum components

Content descriptions 

• organised in Strands / Sub-strands 

• explain what to teach

Achievement standards

• describe the learning expected of students

• what students are expected to understand

• what students are expected to be able to do

Important to read the content descriptions and achievement standards together



Structure: elaborations 

Elaborations:

• are non-mandated, advisory examples of 

how the curriculum may be transformed 

into a classroom activity or learning 

opportunity



Content description Elaborations   

Create for the school 
community simple 
bilingual texts such as 
reports, instructions 
and games
(VCIDC043)

Strand:
Communicating 

Sub-strand:
Translating

• producing recounts of events and experiences, such as 
articles for a newsletter or captions for a photo story, and 
comparing choices available in both languages

• performing a role-play or skit for an audience such as 
parents or younger students, providing an explanatory 
English commentary, for example, explaining the use of 
specific terms or gestures

• creating bilingual texts for the school community, such as 
a virtual tour for a school website or signs illustrating 
acceptable/unacceptable actions and gestures, for 
example, kissing, hugging or staring

• interpreting aspects of oral texts in Indonesian for others, 
for example, providing a commentary on an Indonesian 
item at an assembly, or explaining a dialogue or game at 
a languages evening

Victorian Curriculum - Indonesian  Levels 5-6

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCIDC043


Unpacking the curriculum online …

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/introduction/about-the-languages

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/introduction/about-the-languages


Bands

Strands

Content 
Descriptions

Link to 
Elaborations

Sub-strands



Entry point #2: Languages Resources  

https://vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/languages/Pages/default.aspx

https://vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/languages/Pages/default.aspx


Sample resources page for Languages



Linking the curriculum to school 

planning and planning classes



Planning a program

The aim is for the teaching and learning program to integrate 

the content descriptions into ‘topics’/units of work.

An integrated approach across 

a range of learning areas 

can provide valuable 

contexts for student learning.

http://api.ning.com/files/8b9WEPYSkGIgmpa6sRanzsWHYAG*43-93aY1ftoND7UWJUm2I387WFor5n8ohz92DrQ4ZSB5pAVNdY3c7*E7ZVDuwwUK9UZL/FinalNingphotoCOVER_ShingoGibsonSusuki.jpg


Curriculum mapping

• Begin by mapping the current school 

languages program against the Victorian 

Curriculum

• Mapping templates support teachers to 

identify where content descriptions and 

achievement standards are being explicitly 

addressed within the school’s teaching and 

learning program.

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/foundation10/f10index.aspx

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/foundation10/f10index.aspx


Scope and sequence • Downloadable A3 

document

• The whole curriculum 

at a glance

• Does not include 

elaborations



Assessing against the 

achievement standards



Achievement standards 

• The achievement standards outline what the 

student is expected to understand and be able to 

do.

• Students demonstrate what they are able to do 

through the products they present for assessment

• Achievement standards are a continuum of  language learning, not an age 

determined set of expectations

• F–10 Sequence: the first achievement standard for Languages is provided at 

Foundation–Level 2 and then at Levels 4, 6, 8* and 10*.



Extract from Levels 5-6 Indonesian

Achievement Standard: F-10 

sequence 

By the end of Level 6, students use Indonesian to convey information about 

themselves, their family and friends, and daily routines and activities. They 

locate specific details and use familiar words and phrases to predict meanings in 

texts. They respond to and create texts such as descriptions and conversations 

to share factual and imaginative ideas and experiences, using formulaic phrases 

and modelled language…



Assessment of language

• Assessment is part of program design

• Give students clear criteria (rubric)

• Students engage with assessment criteria

• Collect evidence over time from a 

range of activities and sources

• Important to monitor every 

student’s progress along the 

Language continuum

• Units of work will probably address multiple 
aspects of the achievement standard



• Provide descriptions of observable  
characteristics of performance in an 
assessment task

• Make explicit what is being looked for 
and valued as evidence of successful 
learning

• Provide opportunities for teachers to give 
valuable feedback to students about 
learning progress

Rubrics



Indicative progress

https://vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/languages/moderngreek/help-me-assess/Pages/Indicative-progress.aspx



Formative assessment 

When the cook tastes the soup, that’s formative; 

when the guests taste the soup, that’s summative.

- Robert Stake, University 

of Illinois



Formative assessment

rubrics 



Entry point #3: 

Curriculum planning website

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/viccurriculum/curriculumplanning.aspx

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/viccurriculum/curriculumplanning.aspx


Whole School Planning 
Four levels

• School: summary of the whole curriculum reflecting the school’s policy, 

goals and vision

• Curriculum area: sequencing key knowledge and skills across the years 

of schooling

• Year level: program from a student perspective enabling connections 

across the curriculum

• Unit/lessons: specify content and achievement standards, assessments 

and activities to ensure all students progress 



Curriculum Planning  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/viccurriculum/curriculumplanning.aspx

Based on the content descriptions and achievement standards

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/viccurriculum/curriculumplanning.aspx


Curriculum planning tool

http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/sat/self-assessment-tool

Does your current 
unit 

plan include clear 
assessment 
information?

http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/sat/self-assessment-tool


• Provides guidelines on reporting of student 

achievement against a whole-school teaching and 

learning plan.

• Schools have the flexibility to determine, in 

partnership with students, and parents, the timing 

and format of their reports

F-10 curriculum planning and 

reporting guidelines

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf


Additional resources and support



VCAA Language Assessments 
• The VCAA has released a suite of quality online languages  assessments, for 

teachers  implementing the Victorian Curriculum  

• Developed and hosted by the Australian 

Council for Educational Research (ACER)

• To test students’ reading and listening skills, 

and offer teachers diagnostic information 

of student learning

• Tests are provided for Chinese, French, 

German, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, 

Modern Greek and Spanish

• All schools can access them free of charge https://www.acer.org/au/vcaa-language-assessments



Career education resources for 

teachers 

• Shows teachers how to 

enrich an existing activity 

with career-related focus

• Languages teachers can 

adapt from other 

languages and/or other 

learning areas

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/CareerEducation/Pages/CareerEducationCurriculum.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/CareerEducation/Pages/CareerEducationCurriculum.aspx


Locating information

Victorian Curriculum F-10 Resources and 

Support
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-

10/Pages/default.aspx

Victorian Curriculum F-10
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au

Curriculum Planning Resources: 
http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/home

Languages Overview:
https://vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-

10/resources/languages/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/Pages/default.aspx
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/home
https://vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/languages/Pages/default.aspx


Subscribe to the F-10 

curriculum update

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/Pages/default.aspx


Contacts

• Kylie Witt, Languages Unit Manager
03 9059 5120

Kylie.Witt@education.vic.gov.au

• Maria Dikaiou, Languages Program Manager

03 9059 5118
Maria.Dikaiou@education.vic.gov.au

• Catherine Bryant, Languages Program Manager

03 9059 5117
Catherine.Bryant@education.vic.gov.au

Email the F-10 Unit: vcaa.f10.curriculum@education.vic.gov.au

For further advice about the implementation of the F–10 curriculum in Victorian schools, including developments, resources and professional 
learning opportunities, please subscribe to the F–10 Curriculum Update:  
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6

mailto:Kylie.Witt@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Maria.Dikaiou@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Catherine.Bryant@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:vcaa.f10.curriculum@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6

