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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many lands across Victoria on which each of you are living, learning and 

working from today.

For myself and those of us in the Melbourne metropolitan area, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Kulin Nations.

When acknowledging country, we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ spiritual and cultural connection to country and

acknowledge their continued care of the lands and waterways over generations, while celebrating the continuation of a living culture that
has a unique role in this region.

I would like to pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, traditions, culture and hopes of all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation, and hope they will walk with us on our journey.



Aims of this session

• What are the aims of the curriculum? 

• How is the Victorian Arts Curriculum structured? 

• Where can you find the curriculum documentation for Music, Dance and 

Drama?

• How can you link the curriculum to school planning and planning your 

classes? 

• Where can you find support resources? 

• How can you assess against the Achievement Standards?

• Contacts



What are the aims of the Victorian  

Curriculum in the Arts? 



Key messages
• Each Arts discipline is based on two overarching 

principles:

➢students learn as artist and as audience

➢students learn through making and responding

• Each Arts discipline has a Rationale, Aims, Structure, 

and Achievement Standards. While they each have 

their own content, they are clearly related within the 

Arts learning area. 



Aims

Each of the disciplines has its own aims, but overall the aims reflect these aspects:

• confidence to be creative and innovative

• skills appropriate to the discipline

• aesthetic knowledge, curiosity and respect across global communities, cultures 

and traditions

• understanding of relationship with other arts forms and contributions to cultures 

and societies, and an ability to reflect knowledgeably on their own and others’ 

work



Victorian Curriculum F–10
Learning Areas Capabilities

• The Arts

o Dance

o Drama

o Media Arts

o Music

o Visual Communication Design (7-10)

o Visual Arts

• English

• Humanities

o Civics and Citizenship

o Economics and Business

o Geography

o History

• Languages

• Health and Physical Education

• Mathematics

• Science

• Technologies

o Design and Technologies

o Digital Technologies *

• Critical and creative thinking

• Intercultural* 

• Ethical* 

• Personal and social



The Arts in stages of the curriculum

• Foundation Stage (Prep – Year 2) – substantial attention 

to the arts

• Breadth Stage (Years 3 – 8) – an arts program that in 

Years 3-4 includes all five Arts disciplines, and at Years 

5-6 and 7-8 consist of at least two Arts disciplines, one 

from Performing Arts and one from Visual Arts. 

• Pathway stage (Years 9 – 10)



How is Arts Education delivered in 

schools?

- In many different ways!

• Most primary schools do not have specialist teachers for 

Arts disciplines, but sometimes one will be nominated 

as a ‘performing arts’ teacher. 

• In secondary schools, teachers might be trained in one 

area of the arts, but also expected to teach another. 



Where do you find the Arts 

Curriculum?
• https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/






How is the Arts Curriculum 

structured? 



Structure

Explore 

and 

Express 

Ideas

Practices Present 

and 

Perform

Respond 

and 

Interpret

Strands



Achievement standards

• The first achievement standard is at Foundation, and 

then at Levels 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 

• A curriculum for students with disabilities is provided

• Unless regular time is devoted to the arts disciplines, 

progress on the learning continuum will be slower















How can I link the curriculum to school 

planning, and plan my classes? 



Four interrelated layers

• By School – a high-level summary of the coverage of all the 

curriculum areas, reflecting the school’s goals, vision and any 

particular areas of specialisation or innovation 

• By Curriculum Area – the sequencing of key knowledge and 

skills across the years of schooling to support a progression 

of learning

• By Year Level – a coherent program from a student 

perspective that enables effective connections across 

curriculum areas

• By Unit / Lessons – specifying Victorian Curriculum F–10 

content descriptions and achievement standards, activities 

and resources to ensure students of all achievement levels 

are able to progress

http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/by-school
http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/by-curriculum-area
http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/by-year-level
http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/by-unit-lessons


Curriculum planning 

- a unit of work 

http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/sat/self-assessment-tool



How do I assess against the 

achievement standards?

• The Victorian Curriculum F–10 is structured as a continuum 

across levels of learning achievement not years of schooling. 

This enables the development of targeted learning programs 

for all students, where the curriculum is used to plan in 

relation to the actual learning level of each student rather 

than their assumed level of learning based on age.



Each curriculum area includes content 
descriptions explaining what is to be taught 
and achievement standards describing what 
students are able to understand and do.



•Schools must ensure there is ongoing assessment of each 

student’s performance, and that this assessment is 

embedded in the school’s curriculum program

•Schools must assess student performance against 

the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement standards

•Schools must document how they will assess student 

learning as part of their school-based curriculum program, 

including formative and summative assessment

•Reporting is a school decision

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/Pages/default.aspx?Redirect=2






• Glossary – at the start of the Arts Curriculum 

• Links at the bottom of the elaboration pages – VCAA and 

FUSE

• Subject associations – AMuse, ASME

Drama Victoria

Ausdance Victoria



Contacts

Margaret Arnold 

Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts

Ph: 9059 5140

Email: Margaret.Arnold@education.vic.gov.au or vcaa.f10.curriculum@education.vic.gov.au

For further advice about the implementation of the F–10 curriculum in Victorian schools, including 
developments, resources and professional learning opportunities, please subscribe to the F–10 
Curriculum Update:  
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6

mailto:Margaret.Arnold@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:vcaa.f10.curriculum@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6

