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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many lands across Victoria on which each of you are living, learning and 

working from today.

For myself and those of us in the Melbourne metropolitan area, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Kulin Nations.

When acknowledging country, we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ spiritual and cultural connection to country and

acknowledge their continued care of the lands and waterways over generations, while celebrating the continuation of a living culture that
has a unique role in this region.

I would like to pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, traditions, culture and hopes of all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation, and hope they will walk with us on our journey.



Aims of this session
This session will explore 

• What are the aims of the curriculum? 

• How is the F- 6 Arts Curriculum structured? 

• Where can you find the curriculum documentation?

• How can you link the curriculum to school planning and planning your 

classes? 

• Where can you find support resources? 

• Contacts



Where to locate 

Curriculum documents



Curriculum







Aims



Key messages
• Each Arts discipline is based on two overarching 

principles:

➢students learn as artist and as audience

➢students learn through making and responding

• Each Arts discipline has a Rationale, Aims, 

Structure, and Achievement Standards. While they 

each have their own content, they are clearly related 

within the Arts learning area. 
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World

Learning in the Arts
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Aims

Each of the disciplines has its own aims, but overall, the aims reflect these aspects:

• confidence to be creative and innovative

• skills appropriate to the discipline

• aesthetic knowledge, curiosity and respect across global communities, cultures 

and traditions

• understanding of relationship with other arts forms and contributions to cultures 

and societies, and an ability to reflect knowledgeably on their own and others’ 

work



Victorian Curriculum F–10
Learning Areas Capabilities

• The Arts

o Dance

o Drama

o Media Arts

o Music

o Visual Communication Design (7-10)

o Visual Arts

• English

• Humanities

o Civics and Citizenship

o Economics and Business

o Geography

o History

• Languages

• Health and Physical Education

• Mathematics

• Science

• Technologies

o Design and Technologies

o Digital Technologies *

• Critical and creative thinking

• Intercultural* 

• Ethical* 

• Personal and social





Victorian Curriculum F–10: Revised 
curriculum planning and reporting 
guidelines (vcaa.vic.edu.au)

Curriculum Planning 

and Reporting

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf


The Arts in stages of the curriculum

• Foundation Stage (Prep – Year 2)

substantial attention to the arts

• Breadth Stage (Years 3 – 8) 

an arts program that in Years 3-4 includes all five Arts 

disciplines, and at Years 5-6 and 7-8 consist of at least 

two Arts disciplines, one from Performing Arts and one 

from Visual Arts. 

• Pathway stage (Years 9 – 10)



How is Arts Education delivered in 

schools?

In many different ways!

Most primary schools do not have specialist teachers for Arts 

disciplines, but sometimes one will be nominated as a 

‘Performing or Visual arts’ teacher. 



How is Arts Education delivered in schools? 

Some examples

Creative Learning 
Partnerships | Creative 
Victoria

https://creative.vic.gov.au/grants-and-support/programs/creative-learning-partnerships


Structure





Structure

Explore and 

Express/

Represent 

Ideas

Practices Present and 

Perform
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Interpret

The Arts Strands



Victorian Curriculum F–10 on one page

Scope  and 
sequence charts 
contain only the 
mandated 
curriculum of 
Content 
Descriptions and
Achievement 
Standards



Example: Curriculum 

Components

Bands

Strands

Content 
Descriptions

Link to 
Elaborations

Achievement 
Standards





How can you link the 

curriculum to school 

planning and planning 

your classes?



Example: Across the Arts Levels 3–4

Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts

Improvise and 

structure movement 

ideas for dance 

sequences using safe 

dance practice, the 

elements of dance 

and choreographic 

devices

Explore ideas and 

narrative structures 

through roles and 

situations and use 

empathy in their ow n 

improvisations and 

devised drama

Investigate and devise 

representations of 

people in their 

community through 

settings, ideas and 

story structure in 

images, sound and 

text. 

Use imagination and 

creativity to explore 

pitch, rhythm/time and 

form, dynamics and 

tempo using voice, 

movement and 

instruments

Explore artw orks from 

different cultures and 

times to express ideas 

in visual artw orks. 

Improvise, investigate, ideas, imagination

Explore & Express



Example of Arts achievement standards: 

Foundation
Dance 

• make and perform dance sequences and demonstrate safe dance practice.

• describe what happens in dance they make, perform and view.
Drama

• make and perform drama that communicates ideas and stories.

• discuss characters and situations in drama they make, perform and view.

Media Arts
• describe the media art works they make and view.

• make and share media artworks representing stories with settings and characters.

Music

• sing and play instruments to communicate their experiences and ideas. 
• explore contrasting sounds and improvise with them.

• match pitch when singing. 

• understand and respond to the beat and simple rhythm patterns.

• describe the music to which they listen, identifying what they enjoy and why.
Visual Arts

• make artworks using different materials and techniques that express their ideas, 

observations and imagination.

• identify and describe the subject matter and ideas in artworks they make and view.



Learning in and learning through
The Arts structure supports:

• learning in the arts disciplines: individually and/or in combination

• learning through the Arts disciplines: individually, in combination 

and/or with other learning areas

• developing Capabilities whilst learning in or through an Arts discipline

• embedding learning related to the cross-curriculum priorities whilst 

learning in or through the Arts

• working collaboratively 

In the curriculum:

• practices, elements, skills, techniques, processes and use of media 

and materials referred to in the curriculum are unique to each Arts 

discipline



Learning in Dance
Dance practices
▪ Choreography: the creative process of making dance

▪ Performing: practising, rehearsing, refining and applying physical and expressive techniques

▪ Appreciating: describing, explaining, evaluating and critically analysing their own dances and other 

dances they have viewed

The elements of dance
▪ space, time, dynamics and relationships are used in combination to create and communicate ideas and 

intentions through dance.

Form

▪ In Dance, form is the shape or structure of a dance according to a preconceived plan. 



Learning as artist and audience in Dance

audience choreographer

performer

exploring movement possibilities,
responding to stimulus,

improvising,
interpreting, learning dances
developing skills & techniques

viewing, performing, 
reflecting, analysing, 

evaluating,



Dance strands
Strand Explore and 

Express Ideas

Dance 

Practices

Present and 

Perform

Respond and 

Interpret

… exploring and 
shaping ideas … 

use imagination 
and responses to 
stimulii … and 
dance they have 
viewed …

... choreography, 
performance and 
appreciation 

…build their 
movement vocabu
lary and practise, 
skills, techniques 
and processes …

… using physical 
and expressive 
skills and 
techniques in 
performance to 
communicate 
ideas and 
intentions to an 
audience…

… reflecting, 
questioning 
and analysing 
as choreographer, 
performer and 
audience … 
engage with 
dance from 
diverse cultures, 
times and 
locations …



Dance in the Arts and HPE
Dance is in The Arts and in Health and Physical Education 

• The two curricula are complementary 

• Students make and perform dances in both learning areas: 

• In the Arts, the focus is on the student as artist and audience and learning through 

choreography, performance and appreciation of dance and dance-making 

• In Health and PE, the focus is on rhythmic and expressive movement activities 

with an emphasis on dance as a lifelong physical activity and the development of 

movement skills, concepts and patterns 

Together, The Arts: Dance and HPE provide ways for students to develop personal and 

social skills and critically appraise cultural and social factors that shape their own 

identities, body and communities. 



Learning in Drama
Drama practices
Making
• improvising, devising, playing, acting, directing, comparing and contrasting, refining, interpreting, 

scripting, practising, rehearsing, presenting and performing
• using movement and voice along with language and ideas to explore roles, characters, relationships 

and situations. 
• shaping and structuring drama using contrast, juxtaposition, dramatic symbol, cause and effect, and 

linear and episodic plot forms.
Responding
• being audience members 
• listening to, enjoying, reflecting, analysing, appreciating and evaluating their own and others’ drama 

works.

The elements of drama
work dynamically together to create and focus dramatic action and dramatic meaning. Drama is 
conceived, organised and shaped by aspects of and combinations of role, character and relationships, 
situation, voice and movement, space and time, focus, tension, language, ideas and dramatic meaning, 
mood and atmosphere and symbol.



Learning as artist and audience in Drama

audience drama-maker

performer
designer

responding to stimulus, 
improvising, devising, 
interpreting scripts

developing skills & techniques, 
applying stagecraft
performing, viewing, 
reflecting, analysing, 

evaluating



Drama strands
Strand Explore and 

Express Ideas

Drama

Practices

Present and 

Perform

Respond and 

Interpret

… imagining and 
creating 
characters, roles 
and situations 
…dramatic play, 
role play, process 
drama 
… explore 
dramatic 
possibilities …

... skills, 
techniques and 
processes for 
creating and 
sustaining 
characters, 
roles and 
situations in 
devised and 
scripted drama.…

… applying acting, 
direction, design 
elements and 
stagecraft in 
performance 
spaces, 
rehearsing, and 
refining 
performances …

… describing, 
reflecting, 
questioning, analy
sing and 
evaluating as 
drama makers, 
designers, 
performers and 
audience…



Learning in Media Arts

Media Arts Practices

• In Making and Responding students engage with the key concepts, story principles and both 

technical and symbolic elements of media arts.

• Making in Media Arts is the use of knowledge, skills, techniques, process and materials that 
communicate ideas and intentions. 

• Students design, produce and distribute media artworks. 

• Responding includes exploring, analysing and interpreting media artworks. 

• In making and responding to media artworks, students develop critical perception, personal 

expression and collaboration. 



Learning in Media Arts

• Media forms: film, news reports, documentary, advertising, animation, music videos, 

video games, graphic novels and multimodal media arts forms. 

• Key media concepts: used to tell stories; technologies used to produce, access and 

distribute media; various institutions that enable and constrain media production and 

distribution; audiences; representation. 

• Technical and symbolic elements of media: including composition, space, time, 

movement, sound, colour and lighting for media forms in different contexts. 

• Story principles: structure, intent, characters, setting, points of view and genre. 

• Techniques and processes: pre-production, post-production, distribution, engagement. 

• Materials: images, sound, text and technologies. 



Learning as artist and Audience/Viewer

Audience Artist

Artwork

Contexts
Institutions
Exhibitions

Performance

Presentation
Communication
Representation



Media Arts strands

Strand Explore and 

Represent Ideas

Media Practices Present and 

Perform

Respond and 

Interpret

Explore, investigate 

and experiment with 

ideas and develop 

characters, 

representations and 

viewpoints through 

characters, sound, 

settings, stories and 

text. 

Use media 

technologies and 

media conventions to 

create and represent 

stories in media 

forms. 

Planning, producing, 

distributing for 

specific audiences 

and contexts in media 

forms. 

… reflecting, 

questioning, 

analysing and 

evaluating as an

audience and 

producer. 

…Identify specific 

features and 

purposes of media 

artworks. 



Learning in Music
Music practices

• listening, composing and performing

• used separately and in combination

• supported by additional activities 

• Using notation  and ICT to record and communicate musical ideas; 

• reading, writing and interpreting 

• developing skills and techniques to discuss their own music and the music  and music practices 

of others.

The elements of music

Musical ideas are conceived, organised and shaped by aspects and combinations of Rhythm, Pitch, Dynamics 

and expression, Form and structure, Timbre/tone colour and Texture.



Learning as artist and audience in Music

listenercomposer

performer

singing, playing, composing, 
improvising, arranging, 

interpreting, developing skills 

& techniques, notating, 
recording,

performing, 
reflecting, analysing, 

evaluating



Music strands
Strand Explore and 

Express Ideas
Music 
Practices

Present and 
Perform

Respond and 
Interpret

… exploring sound 

and silence and 

ways of using 

voice, body 

percussion, 

instruments and 

technologies 

…develop and 

express 

ideas…listening 

skills 

and imagination…

… skills, 

techniques and

processes for 

listening, 

composing and 

performing music 

from diverse 

cultures, times 

and locations…

… planning, 

rehearsing 

and refining 

performances to 

communicate 

ideas and 

intentions to an 

audience … voice, 

instruments, 

technologies…

… reflecting, 

questioning, 

analysing and 

evaluating as 

listeners, 

composers and 

performers 

…listening skills to 

discriminate, 

identify …



Learning in Visual Arts

Visual arts practices

• The application of Arts skills and knowledge to create, represent, communicate and respond in 

a specific arts discipline, form, tradition, style and/or genre. 

• The practices of making and responding are interdependent and interactive. 

• The practices of interpreting, comparing and contrasting,  reflecting, analysing, appreciating 
and evaluating can inform a  making process but can also be used independently.

• In Visual Arts the use of conceptual and practical processes in art making such as the use of 
sources of inspiration, exploration of ideas, exploration of and experimentation with materials 

and techniques, and the development and refinement of art works.



Learning in Visual Arts

• Focus on the practices of visual artists in different cultures, contexts and environments. 

Thinking, responding, making. 

• Viewpoints of responding and making artworks through the practices of the artist and the 
engagement of the audience. 

• Key ideas and issues in contemporary art practice that reflect beliefs and values of society. 

• Visual conventions: underlying structure of artworks. Style, art elements and art principles. 

• Materials, techniques and processes that are used in artistic practice. 



Visual Arts strands

Strand Explore and 
Represent
Ideas

Media
Practices

Present and 
Perform

Respond and 
Interpret

Explore ideas, 

experiences, 

observations, 

imagination

…. artworks and 

artists from 

different cultures 

and times. 

Experiment,

select, apply 

Materials, 

techniques, 

processes, 

technologies and 

visual 

conventions. 

Create and display 

artworks 

considering 

audiences, ideas 

and artists’ 

intentions and 

meaning. 

… reflecting, 

questioning, 

analysing and 

evaluating as a

viewer and artist

…Identify specific 

features and 

purposes of 

artworks from 

different periods of 

time and cultures. 

Search Results: arts - FUSE 
- Department of Education 
& Training

Search Results: arts - FUSE 
- Department of Education 
& Training

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=arts&SearchScope=Primary
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=arts&SearchScope=Primary


Planning ideas





The Concept

explore & 
represent

practices

present & 
perform 

respond 
& 

interpret

What is the purpose of the 

unit?
• What do you want the students to 

achieve at the end of the unit? 
• Ideas?
• Skills?
• What activities will be taught in 

the unit?



Strand focus – key concepts

explore & 
represent

practices

present & 
perform 

respond 
& 

interpret

What are the key concepts that are 
taught and how will they relate to the 
Content Descriptors?

• Thinking about the same activity or 
aspect of the unit/sequence

• When students are ‘exploring’ or 
‘expressing/representing’ what arts 
practices are they using?

• Are they also ‘responding’ or 
‘interpreting’? 



Unpacking

explore & 
represent

practices

present & 
perform 

respond 
& 

interpret

• How is the activity aligned 
to prior learning?

• How is the learning activity 
varied to cater for different 
levels of knowledge and 
skill?

• How does the activity 
connect to the rest of the 
unit/sequence?



Assessment

explore & 
represent

practices

present & 
perform 

respond 
& 

interpret

Highlight sections of the 
achievement standard/s that 
are addressed by this activity
• at the level
• at the previous level at the 

following level

Describe the assessment strategies 
associated with the activity you have 
been analysing. 
Consider: 
• formative
• summative
• self, peer and teacher feedback



explore & 
represent

practices

present & 
perform 

respond 
& 

interpret

Reflection and Evaluation

• How will the students know 
what they have learned? 

• What evaluation will they 
carry out on their learning?



Where can you find 

support resources?



Pages - Media Arts (vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/media-arts/Pages/default.aspx


Dance resources

Pages - Help me find a 
teaching resource 
(vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/dance/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx


Music Resources

Pages - Help me find a 
teaching resource 
(vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/music/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx


Visual Arts 

Resources

Pages - Help me find a 
teaching resource 
(vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/visual-arts/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
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Cross Curricular Arts Resources

Pages - Curriculum advice for remote and flexible 
learning - Music, Dance and Drama 
(vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/Pages/CurriculumAdviceMusicDanceDrama.aspx


Aboriginal 
perspectives in the 
Arts Resources

Pages - Aboriginal Perspectives F-10 Past 
Professional Learning Webinars 
(vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/AboriginalPerspectives.aspx


F–6 Arts 
Resources

Pages - Cross-curriculum resources
(vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/crosscurriculumresources/Pages/default.aspx


Department of Education & Training
Literacy Teaching Toolkit

Using sentence frames 
to interpret art 
elements 
(education.vic.gov.au)

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pages/using-sentence-frames-to-interpret-art-elements.aspx


Search Results: 
arts - FUSE -
Department of 
Education & 
Training

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=arts&SearchScope=Primary


Assessment Resources

Pages - Put Formative Assessment Rubrics into 
Practice (vcaa.vic.edu.au)

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/f-10assessment/formative-assessment/formative-assessment-rubric-samples/Pages/default.aspx


Contacts
Margaret Arnold

Curriculum Manager: Performing Arts

03 9059 5140

Email: Margaret.Arnold@education.vic.gov.au

Kathryn Hendy-Ekers

Curriculum Manager: Visual Arts

03 9059 5147

Email: Kathryn.Hendy-Ekers@education.vic.gov.au

For further advice about the implementation of the F–10 curriculum in Victorian schools, including developments, resources and professional 
learning opportunities, please subscribe to the F–10 Curriculum Update:  
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6

mailto:Margaret.Arnold@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Kathryn.Hendy-Ekers@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=399327&s=112201&a=18689&k=799b5d6


Questions?


