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Messages in the play

While the musical initially enforces stereotypes that good-looking people are often superficial and
unintelligent, the audience is shown that it is important not to judge a book by its cover.

Throughout the musical, ELLE is determined to prove that she is much more than the stereotype of
the pretty girl with blonde hair.

Within the walls of the male-dominated Harvard Law School, ELLE proves that women can have
equal or greater success in the field of law, often beating her male classmates in debates and tasks.

ELLE defies self, group and societal expectations, demonstrating that ‘staying true to yourself never
goes out of style’.

Ivy League University culture in the United States of America

The application process is high-pressure and high-stakes.

Many Ivy League universities require a personal essay and recommendations from successful or
high-profile individuals when applying for a course.

Ivy League universities admit only a small percentage of applicants.
Students must maintain high grades to retain their place in a course.

Conventions of musical theatre style

Legally Blonde: The Musical uses conventions from the style of musical theatre, which may include:
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a combination of solo, duet and ensemble songs accompanied by a band or an orchestra
singing that is often mixed with dance sequences, stylised movement and spoken dialogue
music that sometimes underscores dialogue

a plot where good triumphs over bad

colourful, extravagant and larger-than-life design elements, creating stage spectacles or
stage ‘magic’

exaggerated characterisations representing easily recognisable stereotypes.

Images in the dramaturgy
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