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Examples of Auslan grammar and glossed transcripts
1. Types of Manual signs
1.1 Lexical signs
Standardised signs in the language that represent specific words, such as ‘dog’, ‘tree’ or ‘run’. These are similar to vocabulary words in spoken language.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Mum likes European cars
	MUM LIKES EUROPEAN CARS


1. 2 Fingerspelling
The use of handshapes to spell out words letter by letter. It is often used for names, places, or words that don't have a specific sign. For example, T-O-Y-O-T-A.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My father has a Toyota.
	FATHER’S CAR WHAT? T-O-Y-O-T-A 


1. 3 Mouthing
Mouth movements that accompany signs, often resembling the spoken form of the word. They can help clarify meaning or show the grammatical structure of the sentence. For example, Melbourne and Lunch have been mouthed to show that although the same signs have been used, there is a different semantic meaning in this context. 
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Want to visit Melbourne? Can catch up and have lunch.
	VISIT MELBOURNE, YOU WANT? CAN CHAT, EAT LUNCH


1. 4 Pointing
Signs that use pointing to indicate a person, place, or thing. Pointing can also show possessive relationships or establish locations in the signing space.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	That man over there is my old English teacher, I’m sure of it!
	*POINT* man *POINT++* MY OLD ENGLISH TEACHER. ME SURE!


1. 5 Indicating Verbs
These signs change their direction or orientation to show who is doing the action and to whom. For example, the sign for ‘give’ can be directed from the signer to another person or vice versa, indicating who is giving and who is receiving.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	If I buy tickets tonight, can you pay me back tomorrow?
	I-F I BUY TICKETS TONIGHT CAN YOU PAY-ME TOMORROW?


1. 6 Depicting signs
Signs that visually represent the shape, size, or movement of objects, or show actions. They provide a visual picture of what is being described; for example, tracing the outline of a mountain to show its shape
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Ned Kelly is famous for this heavy armour and helmet with the slit.
	NED KELLY FAMOUS, WHY? WORE HEAVY ARMOUR AND HELMET, HAVE DS:SLIT.


1. 7 Mouth gestures
Distinct movements of the mouth that are not related to spoken words. They can indicate emotions, actions, or descriptions, such as puffing the cheeks to show something is big or round.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The elephant was huge!
	ELEPHANT, HUGE! *Puff cheeks*
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