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Examples of Auslan grammar and glossed transcripts
Grammatical categories in Auslan
14. Verbs
In Auslan, different types of verb signs are used to convey various actions and states.
14.1 Plain verbs
These are standard verbs that do not indicate the subject or object directly in the signing space. For example, the sign for ‘eat’ is a plain verb that simply expresses the action without specifying who is doing the eating. 
The following example shows the plain verb for SLEEP.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My son always sleeps in late.
	MY SON SLEEP LATE, ALWAYS.


14.2 Indicating/directional verbs
These verbs specify the subject and object in the signing space. The direction of the sign indicates who is performing the action and who is receiving it. 
For example, the sign for ‘GIVE-ME’ moves from the giver to the receiver, clearly indicating both participants in the action.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Teacher said ‘Time’s up, hand in your papers to me please’.
	TEACHER SAY, TIME FINISH GIVE-ME YOUR PAPER PLEASE.


14.3 Depicting verbs
These verbs visually represent the action and may incorporate aspects of the action's manner or context. 
For instance, using the depicting verb to show a person GOING-TO the shops might involve moving the finger in a way that mimics the physical action of heading in the direction of the shops.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I will go to the shops later.
	LATER, I WILL GO-TO SHOP.
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