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Examples of Auslan grammar and glossed transcripts
Grammatical categories in Auslan
16. Negation
Negation in Auslan is used to indicate the absence or denial of something. 
This can apply to both signs and sentences.
16.1 Signs
In Auslan, specific signs indicate negation such as NO, NOTHING, NOT, CAN’T, NEVER. 
The following example uses the sign for NEVER.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Grandma never runs out of food. She’s always at the shops.
	GRANDMA RUN-OUT OF FOOD, NEVER. ALWAYS SHOP + + +


16.2a Sentences – Negative inflection
Negative inflection involves modifying a verb or adjective to indicate negation. 
In Auslan, this can sometimes be indicated by using the sign for ‘not’ or ‘no’ in conjunction with the main sign or using NMF to express negation; for example, the verb COME (to the movies), but with a head shake to explain she’s not coming to the movies.  
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	She is not coming to the movies.
	MOVIES, SHE NOT COME (NMF SHAKE HEAD).


16.2b Sentences – Constituent negation
Constituent negation refers to negating a specific part of a sentence, such as the subject, object, or action. 
In Auslan, this can be accomplished by placing the negation directly before the relevant sign such as NOT or WONT.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I like running, but not everyday.
	I LIKE RUNNING, BUT NOT EVERY DAY.



16.2c Sentences – Clause negation
Negating entire clauses, which may involve more complex sentence structures combined with non-manual markers.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My son won’t go to camp.
	MY SON REFUSES TO-GO-TO CAMP.


16.3 Non-manual features
Non-manual features (NMFs) are facial expressions, head movements, and other body language elements that convey meaning in Auslan. 
They play a crucial role in indicating negation and can be used in conjunction with signs such as expressing how much dislike one has for scary movies or whether or not they understand something.
16.3a 
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I don’t like scary movies, but I like comedies.
	I DON’T-LIKE SCARY MOVIES, BUT LIKE COMEDIES.


16.3b 
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	For a long time, I could never understand maths but my teacher helped me to finally understand it more easily.
	LONG TIME,  I NOT-UNDERSTAND MATHS ,BUT TEACHER HELP ME UNDERSTAND PAH.
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