[image: Document header showing logos for Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and the Victorian State Government.]
Type title here	
Examples of Auslan grammar and glossed transcripts
Grammatical categories in Auslan
18. Sentences
In Auslan, various sentence structures convey meaning and intention, which can be categorised into simple and complex sentences.
18.1a Simple sequential
These sentences describe actions or events that occur one after the other. For instance, ‘I eat breakfast, then I go to school’ illustrates a clear sequence of events.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I finished work and then went home.
	WORK FINISH, THEN HOME.


18.1b Simple simultaneous
These sentences depict two or more actions happening at the same time. An example is ‘I listen to music while I do my homework’, where both actions are represented concurrently in the signing.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	She read her book whilst eating.
	SHE READ BOOK, ATE.


18.1c Simple carrier attribute
This structure combines a noun with an attribute to describe a quality. For example, CAT SMALL uses a noun (CAT) followed by its attributes (WHITE, FLUFFY).
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The cat was small, white and fluffy.
	CAT SMALL, WHITE, FLUFFY.


18.2a Complex-subordinate
These sentences include a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. For instance, ‘I will eat when I am hungry’ demonstrates a relationship between the two clauses, where the action depends on a condition.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I’m happy because I passed the test.  
	ME HAPPY WHY? TEST, I PASSED.


18.2b Complex-topicalised
This structure emphasises a specific topic at the beginning of the sentence. Next is an example where the focus is Japan.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My favourite country to visit is Japan. I love visiting there. It’s got delicious food, lovely locals, and wonderful cities and history.
	JAPAN, MY FAVOURITE COUNTRY, LOVE VISITING ++. POINT HAVE DELICIOUS FOOD, LOVELY LOCALS, PLUS WONDERFUL CITIES, HISTORY.


18.2c Complex-rhetorical
Rhetorical questions are posed for effect and do not require an answer. For example, ‘Who wouldn’t want to go?’ implies that the answer is obvious and emphasises the sentiment rather than seeking information.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	She thought, ‘Why not, I deserve a holiday!’
	SHE THOUGHT, WHY NOT? I DESERVE HOLIDAY!.
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