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Examples of Auslan grammar and glossed transcripts
3. Phonology of manual signs
Phonology refers to the distinct features or ‘parameters’ of manual signs that can be altered to change the sign's meaning, similar to how changing a single sound can change a spoken word. Understanding the phonology helps identify minimal pairs, which are signs that differ by only one parameter.
3.1 Handshape
The shape made by the hands when signing. Changing the handshape can create different meanings. The following example shows the handshape change between THINK and KNOW.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I think I know the answer.
	I THINK I KNOW ANSWER.


3.2 Orientation
The direction the palm is facing (e.g. up, down, inward, outward). A change in orientation can alter the sign's meaning. The following example shows the orientation change between SURE and ON.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I’m sure I saw your teddy on that table.
	I’M SURE I SAW FINISH YOUR TEDDY WHERE? ON THAT TABLE.


3.3 Location
Where the sign is made in the signing space (e.g. near the head, chest, or in front of the body). Changing location can differentiate signs. The following example shows the location change between SISTER and DINNER.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My sister loves cooking dinner.
	MY SISTER LOVES COOKING DINNER.


3.4 Movement
The motion of the sign, including its direction, path, and speed. Altering the movement can result in different meanings. The following example shows the movement difference between BROTHER and SPORT.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My brother believes everyone should play one sport.
	MY BROTHER BELIEVES EVERYONE SHOULD PLAY ONE SPORT.



3.5 Expression/Non-manual features (NMF)
Elements like facial expressions, mouth movements, and eye gaze. These can add grammatical meaning, such as showing a question or indicating size. The following example shows the NMF difference when signing SORRY and DANGEROUS.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Sorry! I forgot to tell you the path is dangerous when wet.
	SORRY! I FORGOT TELL-YOU POINT PATH DANGEROUS I-F  WET.
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