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Examples of Auslan grammar and glossed transcripts
7. Pointing
Pointing uses finger and eye gaze direction to indicate specific people, animals, things, events, or concepts in the signing space. It serves various grammatical functions in Auslan.
7.1 Pronominal
Refers to people, places, or things by pointing at them directly in the signing space.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Hey, did she grow up with you?
	HEY, SHE GROW UP WITH YOU?


7.2 Locative
Indicates the location of an object, person, or event, showing where something is situated in relation to other elements. 
In the following example, the signer points to various locations in the signing space to represent the location of each flavour. When referencing the strawberry flavour again, the signer would point back to the location previously established in the signing space.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The ice cream shop has lots of different flavours; chocolate, orange, strawberry, rainbow! I picked the strawberry.
	ICE CREAM SHOP HAVE DIFFERENT +++ FLAVOURS. CHOCOLATE, ORANGE, STRAWBERRY, RAINBOW. I PICK THAT (STRAWBERRY).


7.3 Determiner
Points to specify a particular item (e.g. ‘that one’).
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	That cake was delicious!
	THAT CAKE, DELICIOUS!


7.4 Possessive
Uses pointing to indicate ownership or association (e.g. ‘his’, ‘hers’).
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The new thick book is yours. The older looking one is mine.
	THAT NEW THICK BOOK, YOURS. THIS OLDER BOOK, MINE



7.5 Buoy
Acts as a placeholder by using the non-dominant hand to ‘hold’ a reference in the signing space, making it easier to return to the topic.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I don’t like that house! It’s scary and old! Halloween night a few years ago, I knocked on the door, and suddenly the door opened. No one was there. I don’t know who opened the door, but I ran away screaming!
	THE HOUSE. DON’T LIKE! SCARY, OLD *DS*.  
FEW YEARS AGO, HALLOWEEN NIGHT, I WANDERED OVER- KNOCKED ON THE DOOR
SUDDENLY, DOOR FLEW-OPEN (DS). BUT, NO ONE THERE! WHO OPENED? I SCREAMED, RANAWAY (DS)



	© VCAA
	
	


[image: ]
	© VCAA
	
	Page 3


[image: ]
image2.jpg
vammn CURRICULUM ORIA
AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY e y




image1.jpg




