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[bookmark: _Toc195018535]1. Types of Manual signs
[bookmark: _Toc195018536]1.1 Lexical signs
Standardised signs in the language that represent specific words, such as ‘dog’, ‘tree’ or ‘run’. These are similar to vocabulary words in spoken language.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Mum likes European cars
	MUM LIKES EUROPEAN CARS


[bookmark: _Toc195018537]1. 2 Fingerspelling
The use of handshapes to spell out words letter by letter. It is often used for names, places, or words that don't have a specific sign. For example, T-O-Y-O-T-A.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My father has a Toyota.
	FATHER’S CAR WHAT? T-O-Y-O-T-A 


[bookmark: _Toc195018538]1. 3 Mouthing
Mouth movements that accompany signs, often resembling the spoken form of the word. They can help clarify meaning or show the grammatical structure of the sentence. For example, Melbourne and Lunch have been mouthed to show that although the same signs have been used, there is a different semantic meaning in this context. 
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Want to visit Melbourne? Can catch up and have lunch.
	VISIT MELBOURNE, YOU WANT? CAN CHAT, EAT LUNCH


[bookmark: _Toc195018539]1. 4 Pointing
Signs that use pointing to indicate a person, place, or thing. Pointing can also show possessive relationships or establish locations in the signing space.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	That man over there is my old English teacher, I’m sure of it!
	*POINT* man *POINT++* MY OLD ENGLISH TEACHER. ME SURE!


[bookmark: _Toc195018540]1. 5 Indicating Verbs
These signs change their direction or orientation to show who is doing the action and to whom. For example, the sign for ‘give’ can be directed from the signer to another person or vice versa, indicating who is giving and who is receiving.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	If I buy tickets tonight, can you pay me back tomorrow?
	I-F I BUY TICKETS TONIGHT CAN YOU PAY-ME TOMORROW?


[bookmark: _Toc195018541]1. 6 Depicting signs
Signs that visually represent the shape, size, or movement of objects, or show actions. They provide a visual picture of what is being described; for example, tracing the outline of a mountain to show its shape
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Ned Kelly is famous for this heavy armour and helmet with the slit.
	NED KELLY FAMOUS, WHY? WORE HEAVY ARMOUR AND HELMET, HAVE DS:SLIT.


[bookmark: _Toc195018542]1. 7 Mouth gestures
Distinct movements of the mouth that are not related to spoken words. They can indicate emotions, actions, or descriptions, such as puffing the cheeks to show something is big or round.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The elephant was huge!
	ELEPHANT, HUGE! *Puff cheeks*



[bookmark: _Toc195018543]2. Constructed action/dialogue
Using body and face to quote actions and dialogue:
· conventional (can understand out of context)
· partly conventional (can understand some parts of context but needing context to fully understand)
· non-conventional (needing context to fully understand) 
[bookmark: _Toc195018544]2.1 Framing constructed action
This sets up the scene or establishes who is speaking or acting. The signer may use role-shifting to ‘become’ different characters in the dialogue or action.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The Olympic games are so exciting. We get to see expert skills from many different players like goalkeepers fending off shots.
	OLYMPICS GAMES *POINT* EXCITING. WE SEE EXPERT SKILL FROM DIFFERENT + +  PLAYERS, LIKE GOALKEEPERS CA: DIVING ALL DIRECTIONS TO SAVE SHOTS ON GOAL.


[bookmark: _Toc195018545]2.2 Constructed action with conventional signs
Incorporates standard signs while using constructed action. For example, signing ‘talk’ while also showing the speaker's body language or facial expression.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I hate winter in Melbourne! It’s always freezing cold!
	WINTER, HERE MELBOURNE, I Hate! ALWAYS FREEZING (constructed action for emphasis)


[bookmark: _Toc195018546]
2.3 Constructed action without conventional signs
Relies solely on gestures, facial expressions, and body movements without using standardised signs. This can include mimicking actions, such as pretending to hold a cup.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The bridge collapsed forcing the driver to panic and swerve off road, into the river.
	*POINT* BRIDGE DS:COLLAPSED. CA:DRIVER PANICKED, SWERVED, DS: VEHICLE WENT OVER AND PLUNGED* *POINT* RIVER *POINT*


[bookmark: _Toc195018547]2.4 Constructed action with dialogue
Uses constructed dialogue to quote what someone else said, often involving changes in facial expression, eye gaze, and body position to represent different speakers.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	A: I can’t believe you forgot the tickets! 
B: I’m sorry, okay! I was distracted!
C: UGH! *Eye roll and head shake*
	A: CAN’T BELIEVE YOU FORGOT TICKETS! 
B: SORRY! I DISTRACTED!
C: UGH! *EYE ROLL AND HEAD SHAKE*


[bookmark: _Toc195018548]
3. Phonology of manual signs
[bookmark: _Toc195018549]Phonology refers to the distinct features or ‘parameters’ of manual signs that can be altered to change the sign's meaning, similar to how changing a single sound can change a spoken word. Understanding the phonology helps identify minimal pairs, which are signs that differ by only one parameter.
[bookmark: _Toc195018550]3.1 Handshape
The shape made by the hands when signing. Changing the handshape can create different meanings. The following example shows the handshape change between THINK and KNOW.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I think I know the answer.
	I THINK I KNOW ANSWER.


[bookmark: _Toc195018551]3.2 Orientation
The direction the palm is facing (e.g. up, down, inward, outward). A change in orientation can alter the sign's meaning. The following example shows the orientation change between SURE and ON.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I’m sure I saw your teddy on that table.
	I’M SURE I SAW FINISH YOUR TEDDY WHERE? ON THAT TABLE.


[bookmark: _Toc195018552]

3.3 Location
Where the sign is made in the signing space (e.g. near the head, chest, or in front of the body). Changing location can differentiate signs. The following example shows the location change between SISTER and DINNER.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My sister loves cooking dinner.
	MY SISTER LOVES COOKING DINNER.


[bookmark: _Toc195018553]3.4 Movement
The motion of the sign, including its direction, path, and speed. Altering the movement can result in different meanings. The following example shows the movement difference between BROTHER and SPORT.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My brother believes everyone should play one sport.
	MY BROTHER BELIEVES EVERYONE SHOULD PLAY ONE SPORT.


[bookmark: _Toc195018554]3.5 Expression/Non-manual features (NMF)
Elements like facial expressions, mouth movements, and eye gaze. These can add grammatical meaning, such as showing a question or indicating size. The following example shows the NMF difference when signing SORRY and DANGEROUS.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Sorry! I forgot to tell you the path is dangerous when wet.
	SORRY! I FORGOT TELL-YOU POINT PATH DANGEROUS I-F  WET.


[bookmark: _Toc195018555]

4. Morphology of manual signs
[bookmark: _Toc195018556]Morphology involves modifying signs to convey additional meaning or grammatical information. This can be done by altering the sign's parameters to show aspects like direction, reference, or manner.
[bookmark: _Toc195018557]4.1 Modifying signs to show direction
To indicate who the action is directed toward, such as ‘give’ moving from the signer to another person. In the video, the sign ASK is modified to show ASK-ME.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	If you’re unsure, just ask me-
	I-F UNSURE, ASK-ME


[bookmark: _Toc195018558]
4.2 Modifying signs to show reference
To indicate who the action is directed toward, such as ‘give’ moving from the signer to another person. In the video, the sign ASK is modified to show ASK-ME.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My friend next to me stomped in a puddle and splashed it all over me.
	WATER *POINT* (ds) MY FRIEND (DS) WALK TOGETHER  STOMPED (DS)  SPLASHED ALL OVER ME.


[bookmark: _Toc195018559]4.3 Modifying signs to show aspect
Changes the form of the sign to convey details about the action, such as whether it is ongoing, repeated, or completed. This is demonstrated in the sign WAITING LONG TIME.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The worst thing about buying tickets online is the waiting and waiting.
	BUYING TICKETS ONLINE, NEGATIVE WHAT? WAITING + +


[bookmark: _Toc195018560]4.4 Modifying signs to show manner
Adjusts the way the sign is made to show how the action is done, for example, signing RUN quickly to indicate a fast pace.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	At the concert, just before interval, we sprinted to the toilets to avoid long lines.
	*POINT CONCERT, BEFORE BREAK WE RAN POINT TOILET, DIDN’T WANT LONG LINE!


[bookmark: _Toc195018561]5. Fingerspelling
[bookmark: _Toc195018562]Fingerspelling words from English and/or other languages.
[bookmark: _Toc195018563]5.1 Using fingerspelling
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Australian Soccer Team Captain, Sam Kerr is very popular here in Australia.
	AUSTRALIAN SOCCER TEAM CAPTAIN, S-A-M K-E-R-R, TRUE POPULAR HERE AUSTRALIA.


[bookmark: _Toc195018564]5.2 Initialised signs
Signs that incorporate a handshape representing the first letter of the English word, such as C for classroom. The following example shows F for FAMILY.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My family all barrack for the same team, Melbourne Demons.
	MY FAMILY BARRACK SAME TEAM, WHO? MELBOURNE DEMONS.


[bookmark: _Toc195018565]5.3 Why use fingerspelling
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	For names, technical terms, brand names, and new or unfamiliar words.
	FINGERSPELLING IMPORTANT TOOL. USE WHEN? 
1- NAME (point) PLACE (point) FINGERSPELL (for names and places)
2- NEW WORD (FINGERSPELL FIRST, or WORDS NOT FAMILIAR
3- TECH WORD, OR SPECIFIC T-E-R-M-I-N-O-L-O-G-Y, *nod* FINGERSPELL 
4- SOMETIME, WORD HAVE NO SIGN, MUST FINGERSPELL (if no sign exists)


[bookmark: _Toc195018566]5.4 Fingerspelling rhythms
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The natural flow and pace when fingerspelling. Experienced signers use smooth rhythms for clarity.
	IMPORTANT SHOW SMOOTH, FLUENT FINGERSPELLING LIKE F-E- D-E-C. IF WORD LONG, SHOW GOOD PACE OR RHYTHM IE F-R-E-D-E-R-I-C-K  -J-O-H-N R-O-S-E. NOT *STILTED FINGERSPELLING*
OTHER WAYS TO SHOW SMOOTH FINGERSPELLING, WORDS WITH VOWELS. CAN SUBTLY SKIP. 
EG. B-O-O-K (SHOW FLUID MOVEMENT)
C-R-E-A-M
F-R-U-I-T
SEE- FLOWS BETTER!


[bookmark: _Toc195018567]

6. Mouthing
[bookmark: _Toc195018568]Often used alongside signs to support understanding, especially for words that might have multiple meanings or when the context might be unclear. It is also used to emphasise certain signs or grammatical elements. Such as REALLY (mouthed as ALP) and SURE.
[bookmark: _Toc195018569]6.1 Mouthing
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Mum was really shocked. She asked dad, Are you sure?
	MUM WAS ALP SHOCKED.  SHE ASKED DAD, YOU SURE??


[bookmark: _Toc195018570]7. Pointing
[bookmark: _Toc195018571]Pointing uses finger and eye gaze direction to indicate specific people, animals, things, events, or concepts in the signing space. It serves various grammatical functions in Auslan.
[bookmark: _Toc195018572]7.1 Pronominal
Refers to people, places, or things by pointing at them directly in the signing space.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Hey, did she grow up with you?
	HEY, SHE GROW UP WITH YOU?


[bookmark: _Toc195018573]7.2 Locative
Indicates the location of an object, person, or event, showing where something is situated in relation to other elements. 
In the following example, the signer points to various locations in the signing space to represent the location of each flavour. When referencing the strawberry flavour again, the signer would point back to the location previously established in the signing space.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The ice cream shop has lots of different flavours; chocolate, orange, strawberry, rainbow! I picked the strawberry.
	ICE CREAM SHOP HAVE DIFFERENT +++ FLAVOURS. CHOCOLATE, ORANGE, STRAWBERRY, RAINBOW. I PICK THAT (STRAWBERRY).


[bookmark: _Toc195018574]7.3 Determiner
Points to specify a particular item (e.g. ‘that one’).
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	That cake was delicious!
	THAT CAKE, DELICIOUS!


[bookmark: _Toc195018575]7.4 Possessive
Uses pointing to indicate ownership or association (e.g. ‘his’, ‘hers’).
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The new thick book is yours. The older looking one is mine.
	THAT NEW THICK BOOK, YOURS. THIS OLDER BOOK, MINE


[bookmark: _Toc195018576]7.5 Buoy
Acts as a placeholder by using the non-dominant hand to ‘hold’ a reference in the signing space, making it easier to return to the topic.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I don’t like that house! It’s scary and old! Halloween night a few years ago, I knocked on the door, and suddenly the door opened. No one was there. I don’t know who opened the door, but I ran away screaming!
	THE HOUSE. DON’T LIKE! SCARY, OLD *DS*.  
FEW YEARS AGO, HALLOWEEN NIGHT, I WANDERED OVER- KNOCKED ON THE DOOR
SUDDENLY, DOOR FLEW-OPEN (DS). BUT, NO ONE THERE! WHO OPENED? I SCREAMED, RANAWAY (DS)


[bookmark: _Toc195018577]8. Indicating verbs
[bookmark: _Toc195018578]Indicating verbs use manual signs to show where someone or something is in the signing space and who is involved in an action, such as ‘ask’ or ‘give’. 
[bookmark: _Toc195018579]The direction and movement of the sign show who is performing the action and who is receiving it.
[bookmark: _Toc195018580]8.1 
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	On Christmas day the family always comes together and it's always me that takes the group selfie!
	CHRISTMAS DAY, FAMILY ALWAYS COME TOGETHER, ALWAYS ASK ME TAKE-SELFIE OF US


[bookmark: _Toc195018581]9. Depicting signs
[bookmark: _Toc195018582]Depicting signs visually represent the characteristics or movement of something, showing what it looks like or how it moves. Different handshapes and movements can depict various features.
[bookmark: _Toc195018583]9.1 Size and shape
 Shows the dimensions or form of objects.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My older sister is tall with long hair, but my other sister is short with curly hair.
	MY OLDER SISTER, TALL, LONG HAIR  BUT OTHER SISTER SHORT, CURLY HAIR.


[bookmark: _Toc195018584]9.2 Entity
Represents entire objects, animals, or people, showing their movement or placement such as the TREE and CATERPILLAR in the following example.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The caterpillar crawled up the tree.
	TREE (DS), CATERPILLAR, CRAWLED UP (DS).


[bookmark: _Toc195018585]9.3 Handling shapes
Refers to handshapes that represent how a person would handle or manipulate an object. 
They are part of a category of signs called depicting signs, which convey information about the size, shape, or handling of objects.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The basketball ref blew the whistle and tossed the ball.
	BASKETBALL REF LOOK LEFT LOOK RIGHT, BLOW WHISTLE, THROW BALL UP.


[bookmark: _Toc195018586]9.4 Touch handshape
Depicts how an object is manipulated or held, such as gripping a handle, such as CALCULATOR in the following example.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	In the exam, smart phones won’t be allowed but a stand-alone calculator can be used.
	EXAM, PHONE NOT ALLOWED BUT CALCULATOR CAN.


[bookmark: _Toc195018587]9.5 Instrument handshape
Demonstrates touching or interacting with objects such as using SCISSORS.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I tried the scissors but they just won’t work.
	I TRIED SCISSORS BUT NOT WORK.


[bookmark: _Toc195018588]
10. Mouth gestures
[bookmark: _Toc195018589]Mouth gestures are distinct from mouthing and involve specific shapes and movements of the mouth that add meaning to signs. 
[bookmark: _Toc195018590]They can be used with or without manual signs. The first example shows a mouth gesture HUP for the sign BANNED. 
[bookmark: _Toc195018591]10a Mouth gestures
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Smoking and vaping are banned (‘hup’) on trains.
	SMOKING(DS) VAPING(DS) ON TRAINS, BANNED (hup).


[bookmark: _Toc195018592]10b Mouth gestures
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The students’ work is too easy.
	STUDENT WORK, EASY (puff one cheek only)!


[bookmark: _Toc195018593]


11a. Timelines
[bookmark: _Toc195018594]The use of spatial timelines to show a particular time or era spatially.
[bookmark: _Toc195018595]11a (1) Past spatial timeline
Signs made toward the back of the body to indicate past events.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	A long time ago Aboriginals were the first to inhabit Australia.
	AROUND 60,000  LONG-AGO, ABORIGINAL LIVED HERE FIRST.


[bookmark: _Toc195018596]11a (1.2) Past spatial timeline
Signs made near the body to indicate more recent events.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Just recently I visited my grandmother.
	VERY* RECENTLY I FINISH VISIT MY GRANDMA.


[bookmark: _Toc195018597]11a (2) Present spatial timeline
Signs made near the body to indicate current events.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Before I was exhausted but after a good night’s sleep, I feel better now.
	BEFORE I WORN OUT. BUT I SLEPT +++ NOW FEEL *REFRESHED*.


[bookmark: _Toc195018598]11a (3) Future spatial timeline
Signs made forward in the signing space to show future events.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	From now and into the future, I will exercise more often.
	TODAY TO FUTURE, I WILL EXERCISE MORE OFTEN.


[bookmark: _Toc195018599]


11b. Time signs
[bookmark: _Toc195018600]The use of lexical signs adverbially to state a particular time or era.
[bookmark: _Toc195018601]11b (1) Past adverbial
Lexical signs such as PAST, LAST WEEK or LAST YEAR.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Last year, my class flew-to France. I loved it.
	LAST YEAR, MY CLASS FLEW-TO FRANCE. I LOVED IT.


[bookmark: _Toc195018602]11b (2) Present adverbial
Lexical signs such as NOW, TODAY.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Today Australia is a more multicultural society.
	TODAY, AUSTRALIA *YES +++* MULTI CULTURAL SOCIETY.


[bookmark: _Toc195018603]11b (3) Future adverbial
Lexical signs such as AFTER, LATER, NEXT WEEK or FUTURE.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	In the future, cars will drive themselves and drivers won’t have to do anything!
	FUTURE CARS WILL WILF DRIVE. PEOPLE NOTHING-TO-DO-WITH-ME” *CROSS ARM*.


[bookmark: _Toc195018604]

12. Aspect
[bookmark: _Toc195018605]Aspect modifies verb signs to express how an action happens over time. 
[bookmark: _Toc195018606]It provides details about the duration, frequency, or manner of an action.
[bookmark: _Toc195018607]12.1 Single Movement
Indicates an action that occurs once.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Last night we watched a movie.
	LAST NIGHT WE WATCH MOVIE.


[bookmark: _Toc195018608]
12.2 Repetition
Shows that an action is repeated multiple times.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	They drove all over Australia.
	THEY DRIVE + + + ALL OVER AUSTRALIA.


[bookmark: _Toc195018609]12.3a Speed (fast)
Changes the speed of the sign to show how quickly an action occurs.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	They drilled hard and fast and it finally broke through.
	THEY DRILLED (DS) PAH/SUCCESS!


[bookmark: _Toc195018610]12.3a Speed (slow)
Changes the speed of the sign to show how slowly an action occurs.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My daughter was so tired, she ate her breakfast slowly.
	MY DAUGHTER, EXHAUSTED, BREAKFAST SHE (CA) ATE SLOWLY.


[bookmark: _Toc195018611]13. Space
[bookmark: _Toc195018612]13.1 Real space
Represents the actual physical space where things exist, for example, the physical sighting of the WATCH in question.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Do you like my new watch?
	MY WATCH, NEW. YOU LIKE?


[bookmark: _Toc195018613]13.2 Blended space
Combines real-world references with imagined or hypothetical elements, enabling complex representations as the referenced TREE and FACE of the signer.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I wasn’t looking, and all of a sudden, the branch in front of me just whacked me in the face. (blended)
	ME WALK + + SUDDENLY TREE BRANCH HIT-ME ON-FACE.


[bookmark: _Toc195018614]Grammatical categories in Auslan
[bookmark: _Toc195018615]14. Verbs
[bookmark: _Toc195018616]In Auslan, different types of verb signs are used to convey various actions and states.
[bookmark: _Toc195018617]14.1 Plain verbs
These are standard verbs that do not indicate the subject or object directly in the signing space. For example, the sign for ‘eat’ is a plain verb that simply expresses the action without specifying who is doing the eating. 
The following example shows the plain verb for SLEEP.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My son always sleeps in late.
	MY SON SLEEP LATE, ALWAYS.


[bookmark: _Toc195018618]14.2 Indicating/directional verbs
These verbs specify the subject and object in the signing space. The direction of the sign indicates who is performing the action and who is receiving it. 
For example, the sign for ‘GIVE-ME’ moves from the giver to the receiver, clearly indicating both participants in the action.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Teacher said ‘Time’s up, hand in your papers to me please’.
	TEACHER SAY, TIME FINISH GIVE-ME YOUR PAPER PLEASE.


[bookmark: _Toc195018619]14.3 Depicting verbs
These verbs visually represent the action and may incorporate aspects of the action's manner or context. 
For instance, using the depicting verb to show a person GOING-TO the shops might involve moving the finger in a way that mimics the physical action of heading in the direction of the shops.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I will go to the shops later.
	LATER, I WILL GO-TO SHOP.


[bookmark: _Toc195018620]


15. Nouns
[bookmark: _Toc195018621]15.1 Plain nouns
These are straightforward nouns that do not convey additional information about the noun's characteristics. 
For example, the sign for ‘cat’ simply identifies the animal.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The most popular vegetables are potatoes, onions and carrots.
	MOST POPULAR VEGETABLE, WHAT? POTATOES, ONIONS, CARROTS.


[bookmark: _Toc195018622]15.2 Depicting nouns
These nouns visually represent the characteristics of the object or person being referred to. 
For example, the depicting noun for PLANE/AIRLINE uses the handshapes and movements that mimic the shape and size of a plane.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	QANTAS is a popular airline here in Australia.
	QANTAS, POPULAR AIRLINE (PLANE DS) HERE AUSTRALIA.


[bookmark: _Toc195018623]
16. Negation
Negation in Auslan is used to indicate the absence or denial of something. 
This can apply to both signs and sentences.
[bookmark: _Toc195018624]16.1 Signs
In Auslan, specific signs indicate negation such as NO, NOTHING, NOT, CAN’T, NEVER. 
The following example uses the sign for NEVER.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Grandma never runs out of food. She’s always at the shops.
	GRANDMA RUN-OUT OF FOOD, NEVER. ALWAYS SHOP + + +


[bookmark: _Toc195018625]


16.2a Sentences – Negative inflection
Negative inflection involves modifying a verb or adjective to indicate negation. 
In Auslan, this can sometimes be indicated by using the sign for ‘not’ or ‘no’ in conjunction with the main sign or using NMF to express negation; for example, the verb COME (to the movies), but with a head shake to explain she’s not coming to the movies.  
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	She is not coming to the movies.
	MOVIES, SHE NOT COME (NMF SHAKE HEAD).


[bookmark: _Toc195018626]16.2b Sentences – Constituent negation
Constituent negation refers to negating a specific part of a sentence, such as the subject, object, or action. 
In Auslan, this can be accomplished by placing the negation directly before the relevant sign such as NOT or WONT.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I like running, but not everyday.
	I LIKE RUNNING, BUT NOT EVERY DAY.


[bookmark: _Toc195018627]16.2c Sentences – Clause negation
Negating entire clauses, which may involve more complex sentence structures combined with non-manual markers.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My son won’t go to camp.
	MY SON REFUSES TO-GO-TO CAMP.


[bookmark: _Toc195018628]16.3 Non-manual features
Non-manual features (NMFs) are facial expressions, head movements, and other body language elements that convey meaning in Auslan. 
They play a crucial role in indicating negation and can be used in conjunction with signs such as expressing how much dislike one has for scary movies or whether or not they understand something.
[bookmark: _Toc195018629]16.3a 
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I don’t like scary movies, but I like comedies.
	I DON’T-LIKE SCARY MOVIES, BUT LIKE COMEDIES.


[bookmark: _Toc195018630]
16.3b 
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	For a long time, I could never understand maths but my teacher helped me to finally understand it more easily.
	LONG TIME,  I NOT-UNDERSTAND MATHS ,BUT TEACHER HELP ME UNDERSTAND PAH.


[bookmark: _Toc195018631]
17. Questions
[bookmark: _Toc195018632]17.1 Polar questions
These are questions that can be answered with a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’. In Auslan, polar questions are often indicated by raised eyebrows while signing. For example, asking, ‘Are you coming to the party?’ is signed with a clear expression to denote it is a yes/no question.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Do you eat meat?
	YOU EAT MEAT, YES-NO?


[bookmark: _Toc195018633]17.2 Content questions
These questions seek specific information, such as names, actions, or locations. In Auslan, content questions typically involve furrowing the brows while signing. For example, asking, ‘YOU QUIT BASKETBALL, WHY?’ indicates that the signer wants detailed information.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	Why did you quit basketball?
	YOU QUIT BASKETBALL, WHY?


[bookmark: _Toc195018634]
18. Sentences
In Auslan, various sentence structures convey meaning and intention, which can be categorised into simple and complex sentences.
[bookmark: _Toc195018635]18.1a Simple sequential
These sentences describe actions or events that occur one after the other. For instance, ‘I eat breakfast, then I go to school’ illustrates a clear sequence of events.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I finished work and then went home.
	WORK FINISH, THEN HOME.


[bookmark: _Toc195018636]
18.1b Simple simultaneous
These sentences depict two or more actions happening at the same time. An example is ‘I listen to music while I do my homework’, where both actions are represented concurrently in the signing.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	She read her book whilst eating.
	SHE READ BOOK, ATE.


[bookmark: _Toc195018637]18.1c Simple carrier attribute
This structure combines a noun with an attribute to describe a quality. For example, CAT SMALL uses a noun (CAT) followed by its attributes (WHITE, FLUFFY).
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	The cat was small, white and fluffy.
	CAT SMALL, WHITE, FLUFFY.


[bookmark: _Toc195018638]18.2a Complex-subordinate
These sentences include a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. For instance, ‘I will eat when I am hungry’ demonstrates a relationship between the two clauses, where the action depends on a condition.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	I’m happy because I passed the test.  
	ME HAPPY WHY? TEST, I PASSED.


[bookmark: _Toc195018639]18.2b Complex-topicalised
This structure emphasises a specific topic at the beginning of the sentence. Next is an example where the focus is Japan.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	My favourite country to visit is Japan. I love visiting there. It’s got delicious food, lovely locals, and wonderful cities and history.
	JAPAN, MY FAVOURITE COUNTRY, LOVE VISITING ++. POINT HAVE DELICIOUS FOOD, LOVELY LOCALS, PLUS WONDERFUL CITIES, HISTORY.


[bookmark: _Toc195018640]



18.2c Complex-rhetorical
Rhetorical questions are posed for effect and do not require an answer. For example, ‘Who wouldn’t want to go?’ implies that the answer is obvious and emphasises the sentiment rather than seeking information.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	She thought, ‘Why not, I deserve a holiday!’
	SHE THOUGHT, WHY NOT? I DESERVE HOLIDAY!.


[bookmark: _Toc195018641]19. Statements
[bookmark: _Toc195018642]19.1 Declarative
Declarative statements convey information or express opinions. For example, ‘The weather is nice’ provides a factual statement about the current conditions.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	All students here are Year 11 and 12.
	STUDENTS HERE, ALL YEAR 11, YEAR 12.


[bookmark: _Toc195018643]19.2 Imperative
Imperative statements give commands, requests, or instructions. They direct the audience to perform a specific action.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	You must sit quietly.
	SIT QUIETLY, YOU MUST.


[bookmark: _Toc195018644]19.3 Conditional
Conditional statements express situations that depend on certain conditions. They often describe hypothetical scenarios and the resulting consequences.
	Example sentence
	Auslan gloss

	If it’s hot tomorrow, I’ll go to the beach.
	IF HOT TOMORROW, I WILL GO-TO BEACH.
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