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Examples of Auslan text types and glossed transcripts
Conversation
Language features, vocabulary and phrases
Greeting (salutation, names, name signs); conversation (content, turn-taking, repair); farewell
Informal
	Main characteristics of Auslan text types: Conversation

	Role Shift
	Different fingers or spatial points represent different sets or significant events.

	Constructed Action and Non-Manual Features
	The signer may use constructed action to show actions, such as being worn out from work or pointing to a pile of reports. This helps to visualise the situation and add depth to the conversation.

	Use of space
	The space in front of the signer is used to distinguish between the two speakers, with each side representing a different person. This spatial use helps to indicate turn-taking and keep the conversation organised.

	Facial Expressions and Non-Manual Features
	Facial expressions convey the emotions and attitudes of the speakers, such as expressing fatigue when talking about being worn out or showing excitement when discussing holiday shopping. Raised eyebrows or head nods may also indicate engagement and agreement during the conversation.

	Use of repetition for emphasis
	The repetition of signs, such as ‘BUSY REPORT WRITING ++++’ or ‘REPORTS PILES ++++’, emphasises the overwhelming nature of the tasks, helping to convey the intensity or annoyance felt.

	Casual and interactive language
	The conversation is informal and interactive, using everyday expressions like ‘HEY HOW ARE YOU!’ or ‘SEE YOU LATER’. This reflects a natural, friendly exchange between two people.

	Turn-Taking and interactions
	The conversation demonstrates smooth turn-taking, with each signer acknowledging the other's points and adding comments that keep the discussion flowing, such as ‘AHH! CLEVER!’ or ‘YES, I REMEMBER’. This back-and-forth interaction shows active listening and engagement.

	Sample script

	- HEY HOW ARE YOU! LONG TIME NO SEE! 
- I KNOW!! YOU WELL? 
- YEAH! BIT WORN OUT. SCHOOL YEAR NEARLY FINISHED. BUSY REPORT WRITING ++++
- OH! YES, I REMEMBER. REPORTS PILES ++++ I HATE! CHRISTMAS, YOU READY?
- NO! NEVER! MUST START PLANNING PRESENT LIST SOON. YOU?
- FINISHED! ALWAYS SHOP MID YEAR SALES. CHEAPER! MEAN WHAT? CAN RELAX *PEACE*
- AHH! CLEVER! ALP* ORGANISED, YOU! 
- YES. I LEARNED LAST YEAR. TOO MUCH STRESS. BETTER PREPARE EARLY! CAN RELAX EASILY.
- MAYBE I’LL TRY NEXT YEAR! I’LL SEE YOU LATER ALRIGHT?
- SURE! BYE. SEE YOU LATER. 
NB. May be presented with two people signing to each other, or one person retelling a past conversation through the use of Constructed Action and Role Shifting. 
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