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Examples of Auslan text types and glossed transcripts
Debate
Language features, vocabulary and phrases
Topic; purpose; introduction (names, name signs, viewpoints); debate (argument, rebuttal); closing statements.
Formal
	Main characteristics of Auslan text types: Debate

	Role Shift
	The signer may use role-shifting to represent different viewpoints, such as opposing arguments or addressing an audience. This helps to clarify who is speaking and to reinforce their stance.

	Constructed Action 
	Constructed action can be employed when illustrating concepts, such as showing the time it takes to decide on outfits or emphasising pride in wearing a uniform. This adds depth and visual engagement to the argument.

	Use of space
	Space is utilised to organise the main points of the argument, with distinct areas for each supporting point. For example, the left space may represent opposing ideas, while the right side may emphasise the speaker's arguments.

	Clear structure
	The argument follows a clear and logical structure, presenting the main points in a sequential manner. Each point builds upon the previous one, leading to a strong conclusion that reinforces the speaker's position.

	Emphasis through movement and Non-Manual Features
	Repetition of phrases such as ‘UNIFORMS IMPORTANT’ reinforces the speaker's position and ensures that the main message resonates with the audience. Facial expressions convey the speaker's passion and conviction, for example, an assertive expression when stating ‘UNIFORMS PROMOTE EQUALITY’ and a thoughtful look when discussing the impact on time management. These expressions help engage the audience emotionally.

	Engaging the audience
	The speaker may use rhetorical questions or direct address to engage the audience, such as ‘I BELIEVE’, prompting listeners to consider their stance on the issue.

	Sample script

	TOPIC: UNIFORMS SHOULD BE BANNED
I, FIRST SPEAKER, OPPOSE.
FIRST: UNIFORMS PROMOTE EQUALITY.
ALL STUDENTS SAME, NO JUDGEMENT ON CLOTHES.
SECONDLY: UNIFORMS MEAN  TIME WASTE? NO.
LESS TIME DECIDING HMMM,  WEAR WHAT?
THIRDLY, UNIFORMS HELP ALL FEEL INCLUDED.
UNIFORM IF LOOK NICE SHOW STUDENT PROUD OF *POINT * SCHOOL.
FINALLY: UNIFORMS ENCOURAGE FOCUS ON LEARNING.
FOCUS ON FASHION, NO (left), MORE ON STUDIES (right).
CONCLUSION: UNIFORMS IMPORTANT FOR SCHOOL COMMUNITY.
I BELIEVE, SCHOOL UNIFORMS, SHOULD CONTINUE HAVE.
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