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Examples of Auslan text types and glossed transcripts
Explanation
Language features, vocabulary and phrases
Topic; purpose; explanation (why or how something is like it is); conclusion.
Formal or Informal depending on context and audience.
	Main characteristics of Auslan text types: Explanation

	Clear structure
	Introduction of Topic: 
Begin with a clear statement about the topic, e.g. ‘WATER CYCLE WHAT? NOW I EXPLAIN’.
Sequential Steps: 
Present information in a logical sequence (e.g. Evaporation → Condensation → Precipitation) using SPACE or SEQUENTIAL MARKERS/LIST BUOYS.

	Use of visual space
	Pointing: 
Use pointing to refer to specific concepts (e.g. pointing up for ‘sun’ or to clouds).
Role-shifting: 
Change perspectives to describe different elements of the cycle (e.g. switching focus from the sun to water).

	Depicting Signs
	Use of signs that convey actions and changes, and visualisation of the process through the use of expressive signs that depict the cycle (e.g. mimicking the movement of water).

	Sign modifiers
	Incorporate modifiers to indicate intensity or extent (e.g. ‘GET HEAVY’ for clouds).

	Repetition for emphasis
	Repeat key concepts or processes for reinforcement (e.g. repeating the cycle ‘EVAPORATION, CONDENSATION, PRECIPITATION’).

	Facial expressions
	Utilise facial expressions to convey emotions or highlight the importance of the information being shared.

	Non-Manual Features
	Incorporate body movements and head nods to emphasise key points or transitions between ideas.

	Sample script

	TOPIC: Explaining the water cycle
WATER CYCLE  WHAT? NOW  I EXPLAIN .
FIRST  SUN (point upwards) SHINE  HEAT  WATER . WATER  CHANGE  GAS  GO-UP  INTO AIR . THAT (point) CALLED EVAPORATION .
THEN  WATER GAS  UP IN AIR  COOL-DOWN  CHANGE BACK  WATER DROPS . WATER  FORM  CLOUDS . THAT (point) CALLED CONDENSATION .
FINALLY  CLOUDS  GET HEAVY  WATER FALL-DOWN  RAIN  OR SNOW  ON GROUND. THAT (point) WHAT? PRECIPITATION.
RAIN FALL  WATER  FLOW  BACK TO OCEAN  RIVER .
WATER CYCLE  CONTINUE  SUN (point) EVAPORATION , CONDENSATION , PRECIPITATION  AGAIN .  INTERESTING, RIGHT?
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