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Examples of Auslan text types and glossed transcripts
Instruction
Language features, vocabulary and phrases
Topic; purpose; directions (how to use something, how something works); signposts.
Formal or Informal, depending on context and audience.
	Main characteristics of Auslan text types: Instruction

	Engaging introduction
	Greeting:
Start with an inviting greeting to engage the audience (e.g. ‘HELLO [wave] EVERYONE!’).
Clear purpose: 
State the intention of the instruction clearly (e.g. TODAY, I WILL SHOW YOU WHAT? GROW HOW START SEED [d/s] PLANT).

	Logical sequence
	Step-by-step instructions: 
Present instructions in a clear, chronological order (e.g. choose plant, prepare soil, plant seed).
Transition words: 
Use transitions (e.g. ‘FIRST’, ‘THEN’, ‘FINALLY’) to indicate the order of steps.

	Depicting Signs
	Size and Shape Specifiers (SASS): 
Use gestures to illustrate size (e.g. ‘ABOUT THIS BIG [show size with hands]’) and actions (e.g. mimicking digging).
Handling:
Gestures that depict the actions such as digging up soil, planting seed, watering (showing how much water to provide the plants through depiction of pouring from a water can).
Entity:
Use of handshapes to mimic growth of plant.

	Non-Manual Features
	Expressive engagement:
Use facial expressions, body movement and head gestures to convey excitement or importance throughout the instruction, or lightness of application.

	Sample script

	 Introduction:
HELLO (wave) EVERYONE! TODAY, I WILL SHOW YOU WHAT? GROW HOW START SEED (f/s) PLANT.

FIRST  YOU CHOOSE  WHAT PLANT  WANT . FLOWER  OR VEGETABLE ?
NEXT,  MAKE SURE GOOD SOIL . DIG  SOIL  WITH HAND  OR TOOL.
WHEN BEST PLANT SPRING (f/s). NOT COLD, NOT HOT. BETTER WEATHER.
NEXT  DIG  SMALL HOLE . ABOUT THIS BIG (show size with hands).
THEN  TAKE  SEED (ds) . PUT  SEED IN HOLE  GENTLY (ds).
COVER  SEED WITH SOIL . PAT SOIL DOWN  GENTLY (ds).
NOW  WATER  SEED (ds). LOTS WATER (ds)? NO , JUST A LITTLE (ds).
WAIT FEW DAYS . KEEP WATER (ds)  BUT NOT TOO MUCH . PLANT GROW  SLOWLY (ds).
FINALLY  WATCH  PLANT GROW . PAH! FLOWER!
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