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Examples of Auslan text types and glossed transcripts
Narrative
Language features, vocabulary and phrases
Greeting; topic; purpose; introduction (names, name signs, roles); interview (questions, content, turn-taking, repair); closing statement (summary); farewell.
Formal or Informal depending context and audience.
	Main characteristics of Auslan text types: Narrative

	Constructed Action (CA)
	The signer shifts roles to represent different characters (e.g. family members calling the dog). This helps distinguish between speakers without needing repeated names.

	Use of space
	The space in front and around the signer represents different locations (e.g. the house on the left and park on the right). This makes the story easier to follow.

	Facial expressions and Non-Manual Features (NMF)
	Emotions like panic, happiness, and seriousness are expressed through facial expressions, enhancing the storytelling.

	Depicting Signs (DS)
	Depicting Signs are used to visually represent actions and objects (e.g. a ‘2-handshape’ to show the dog running).

	Moral lesson or reflection
	The evaluation adds depth by reflecting on the meaning or lesson learned, giving the story purpose beyond entertainment.

	Sample script

	Narrative in Auslan “The Lost Dog”
STORY NAME ‘THE LOST DOG,’ AUTHOR ME
ONE DAY, SUNNY MORNING, FAMILY DOG ESCAPE FROM (SIGN) GARDEN (f/s) G-A-R-D-E-N.
FAMILY REALISE DOG GONE. EVERYONE PANIC, SEARCH DOG, CALL ‘COME BACK!
TIME-HOUR LONG SEARCH, DOG PAH FOUND NEAR PARK. FAMILY RUN HUG DOG, HAPPY.
FAMILY LEARN LESSON. GATE MAKE SURE CLOSE, KEEP DOG SAFE.
BOOK STORY ABOUT FAMILY AND LOST DOG. I ENJOY SHARING THIS STORY. THANK YOU FOR WATCHING.
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