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[bookmark: _Toc148700823][bookmark: _Toc148701372][bookmark: _Toc210811892]About the Awards
The Outstanding VCE Vocational Major (VM) Student is an award category within the annual 2025 Premier’s VCE Awards. The Premier’s VCE Awards recognise top performing students who have demonstrated outstanding achievement in the VCE. 
The Outstanding VCE VM Student Awards recognise the achievements of young people who complete the VCE VM in 2025 having performed exceptionally in their senior secondary program of learning.
Up to 8 Outstanding VCE VM Student Awards will be conferred at the 2025 Premier’s VCE Awards, in addition to those in the existing categories of Top All-Round VCE High Achiever, Top Three International Students and Study Awards.
Suitable candidates for awards in this category will complete the VCE VM in 2025, having:
demonstrated excellence in their VCE VM program
shown growth in their demonstration of employability skills
meaningfully explored and pursued their pathway options 
made a positive impact within their community.
Students can be nominated for an Outstanding VCE VM Student Award by anyone who has observed their performance during their vocational and applied learning program. This may include a member of staff at their senior secondary provider, an employer or a representative of a partner organisation the student may have engaged with during the course of their studies.
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The VCE VM student awards recognise students who have been outstanding in their VCE VM program. The evidence submitted should demonstrate why the student should receive the award.
Nominees for an Outstanding VCE VM Student Achievement Award will be assessed on:
satisfactory completion of the VCE VM in 2025
the following award-specific criteria:
	1. Program achievements 
	How did the student demonstrate excellence in their VCE VM program? *

	2. Employability skills 
	To what extent did the student show growth in their employability skills? How have they put these into practice?  

	3. Pathway focus 
	How has the student used the learning experiences in their VCE VM program to meaningfully explore and pursue their pathway options? 

	4. Community impact
	How did the student’s actions lead to a positive impact within their community? 


*	This may include activities undertaken prior to 2025.
	In this context, the community may include the student’s school community or workplace.  
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1. Nominations may be submitted by individuals or organisations. 
2. Nominators are requested to provide an after-hours contact number as the VCAA may need to contact them during the school break.
3. Shortlisted nominees may need to be contacted by the selection panel in January 2026. Please include an after-hours nominee contact number in the online nomination.
4. All nominators and nominees must read the conditions of entry. 
5. Nominees must complete and sign the Acceptance of Nomination/Consent form. Nominators must attach this to the online nomination form. Failure to do so may render the nomination/s ineligible for consideration by the selection panel. 
6. Nominators must respond to all 4 selection criteria, as outlined in these guidelines. A minimum of 150 words, but no more than 500 words, is required for each response. 
7. Nominators will receive an electronic acknowledgement of receipt of the nomination. All award nominees will be advised in writing of the outcome. 
8. The Department of Education (DE) will publish the names of nominees to recognise their contribution to the VCE VM Achievement Awards. Information will be published in hard copy and online.
9. Award recipients will be sent a Permission for Personal Representation form to have their photographs taken and their personal details used by the VCAA, DE and other education bodies. This information will be used to encourage students, providers and organisations to use and recognise the VCE VM.
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Nominators must complete a separate online nomination form for each Outstanding VCE VM Student Award nominee. 
For the nomination to be eligible for consideration by the selection panel, nominators must complete all mandatory fields in the online nomination form, including responses to the selection criteria of 150–500 words. 
The VCAA recommends that nominators compose their responses to the selection criteria in word processing software, e.g. Microsoft Word. Once finalised, they can paste their completed responses into the online nomination form. 
The VCAA recommends using Google Chrome, Firefox or Safari to complete this nomination form. Adding attachments is not supported by older versions of Internet Explorer. 
All award recipients will be contacted. The VCAA and DE may wish to use photographs of award recipients to promote the VCE VM to the wider community. The VCAA and DE have implemented measures to protect personal representation, including photographs, from unauthorised access, usage or alteration. 
Enquiries regarding how nominees’ personal information may be used may be directed to the VCAA’s VCE Applied Learning Team.
[bookmark: _Toc210811896]Selection
The VCAA will appoint a selection panel to assess all Outstanding VCE VM Student Award nominations received for the 2025 Premier’s VCE Awards.
The panel will comprise representatives of the VCAA, DE and stakeholder organisations with relevant expertise in vocational and applied learning. 
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All Award recipients will be recognised at the 2025 Premier’s VCE Awards ceremony to be held in Melbourne at a date to be confirmed in 2026. Award recipients will be invited to attend along with guests and a representative from their nominating organisation.
[bookmark: _Toc148700829][bookmark: _Toc148701378][bookmark: _Toc210811898]Further information and advice
For further information and advice about the Premier’s VCE Awards 2025: Outstanding VCE VM Student Awards, nominators and nominees may contact the VCAA’s Applied Learning Team at: vcaa.applied.learning@education.vic.gov.au
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Please review the following checklist before submitting your nomination via the online nomination form on the VCAA website: 
Have you:
· Read and understood this Guide?
· Reviewed the Conditions of Entry?
· Obtained an Outstanding VCE VM Student Award Acceptance of Nomination/Consent form completed and signed by the nominee? 
· Drafted responses of 150–500 words to the four Outstanding VCE VM Student Award selection criteria?
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