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Please note the following administrative changes to the SEA application process that will take effect in 2026. 
These changes have been made following an internal review which incorporated feedback received by schools in relation to the SEA application process and using the Special Provision Online (SPO) platform.
Small group settings
Use of a small group setting for students experiencing conditions including anxiety disorders, attention deficits, physical disability or mental health issues, that don’t need to be located in a separate room, will require VCAA approval and must be requested by schools in SEA applications, where relevant.  
This change has been made primarily to assist the VCAA with reimbursements to schools and to enable small group settings (where approved) to be included on SEA summary and advice slips, providing greater visibility and clarity to school personnel, supervisors and students.
Separate room - individual student
To provide a clearer distinction from a small group setting, the term ‘separate room’  has been replaced with ‘Separate room - individual student’ on the Special Examination Arrangements for VCE external assessments page on the VCAA website and in the available provision lists in SPO. 
Use of a computer
When requesting the use of a computer, schools can now select from:
computer to type responses (i.e. using a computer simply to type responses as opposed to responding by hand); and/or
computer to access e-text examination (i.e. to read or have reader software read the questions to the student). 
Schools may choose one or both depending on a student’s needs. 
Fidget tools
All fidget tools, whether silent or noise-making, will require VCAA approval and must be requested by schools in SEA applications, where relevant. 
This change has been made primarily to fidget tools (where approved) to be included on SEA summary and advice slips, providing greater visibility and clarity to school personnel, supervisors and students.
School-based evidence 
The School-based evidence form now includes detailed guidance notes to assist schools to understand what needs to be included in an SEA application.  
The 2026 School-based evidence form is available on VASS. 
Alternative format examinations
The alternative format options on SPO is being updated to reflect the most commonly requested formats while still providing schools with the flexibility to request other formats, if necessary. 
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